
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood Unit 4 
school district earned a 3.9 
score and the recognition 
designation by the Illinois 
State Board of Education, 
the Crestwood school board 
members learned during the 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, meeting.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
delivered the good news to 
the school board from the dis-
trict’s auditor Jim Motley. 

“That’s a great number for 
us,” she said, noting the top 
score is 4.0.

The school board spent 
the majority of the 45-minute 
meeting hearing a presenta-
tion from Orry Cummings, 
who represents SmartWatt, 
discussing how the company 
can help the district on energy 
savings. 

“It is a guaranteed savings,” 
Cummings explained.

The company has complet-
ed a quick facility assessment 

with Young and maintenance 
director Josh McCarty. Cum-
mings complemented McCa-
rty and the school board, not-
ing much of the low-hanging 
fruit projects have been com-
pleted.

A major concern, howev-
er, is the school’s HVAC and 
the asbestos covered steam 
delivery system throughout 
the building, he said. Instead 
of tackling a huge asbestos 
abatement program, Smart-
Watt recommends installing 

roof top units for heating and 
cooling and eliminating the 
window air conditioners.

Other potential savings 
may be realized from the 
school’s plumbing system as 
well as through water conser-
vation and water heater. Cum-
mings said a more extensive 
study must be done.

He noted SmartWatt is 
now working with the Edgar 
County Board and projects 
are underway at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, the jail 

and other county properties.
The board also discussed 

a proposed asbestos abate-
ment of a floor on the second 
level of the school. Young 
suggested the board table the 
action at McCarty’s recom-
mendation. The maintenance 
director said he is talking to 
a county flooring company 
whose owner recommended 
a vinyl product that is only a 
fraction of the cost of the ep-
oxy that previously was being 
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There is an old political 
saying about kicking the can 
down the road to avoid taking 
a distasteful action, but avoid-
ance is not a plan for solving 
problems.

Edgar County Board mem-
bers, and county residents, 
have reached a point where 
the can and the road have 
stopped at the Edgar County 
Jail and the sheriff’s depart-
ment. For many years, several 
administrations and different 
incarnations of the county 
board, the Illinois Department 
of Corrections’ annual inspec-
tion has been critical of the lo-
cal jail for its condition, lack of 
proper procedures, lack of staff 
and lack of a jail administrator.

These conditions, and 
more, also prompted the 
county’s insurance provider to 

refuse coverage until substan-
tial corrections are made, and 
the jail closed Dec. 1, 2019.

“We are basically in an un-
tenable position,” said Jeff 
Voigt, Edgar County Board 
Chairman. “We don’t have the 
resources to do it all.”

Voigt discussed the issue 
during the county board’s 
study session Monday, May 1. 
His comments came after a re-
port on emergency repairs to 
the courthouse boiler, which 
are still generating large, un-
planned expenses that are eat-
ing into the budget.

“Our current budget we get 
from land taxes is not suffi-
cient to maintain the sheriff’s 
department as mandated by 
the state and the department 
of corrections,” said Voigt.

That was not new infor-
mation for the other county 
board members. At the Dec. 

11 board meeting, following 
the jail’s closing, the coun-
ty board voted 5-2 to place 
a 1 percent safety tax on the 
March 17 primary ballot ask-
ing voters to approve a new 
sales tax.

WHAT IS A SAFETY TAX?
According to the Illinois 

Department of Revenue’s 
website, it is a special county 
retailers’ occupation tax col-
lected for public safety. In that 
regard, it is the same as the 
school facilities tax voters ap-
proved in 2016.

The school facilities tax gen-
erates more than $1 million in 
Edgar County, and that mon-
ey is divided between Paris 
Union 95, Crestwood, Kansas, 
Shiloh and Chrisman school 
districts.

The safety tax will, in theory, 
generate another million the 

county can apply toward the 
sheriff’s department and jail.

A 1 percent sales tax equals 
1 penny on every dollar or a 
dollar for every $100 spent, 
but it does not apply to every 
transaction. The sale of tangi-
ble personal property requir-
ing a title such as automobiles, 
boats and other items is not 
subject to the tax. 

Food purchased in a store 
for preparation off site is ex-
empt from the tax, but pre-
pared food such as a meal in 
a restaurant or cooked food 
in the grocery, like deli items, 
is taxed. Alcoholic beverag-
es and soft drinks, whether 
purchased with a meal or as 
packaged goods at a store, are 
taxed.

Prescription and non-pre-
scription medicine and other 
medical supplies are exempt 
from the tax.

HOW IS THE TAX USED?
During a separate interview 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, Voigt said 
the state imposes safeguards 
to make sure the safety tax is 
applied only for its intended 
purposes. The safety tax has 
its own separate budget so the 
funds do not comingle with 
the county’s general fund or 
other accounts, and it is part 
of the annual audit.

Its use must fall within es-
tablished guidelines for public 
safety purposes. A permitted 
use is funding the sheriff’s 
department to provide build-
ing maintenance, staffing and 
training. Other allowable uses 
are hiring an architect to re-
view the jail to determine if it 
is more cost efficient to build 
a new jail or continue repair-
ing the existing structure. The 

County safety tax Q and A
Meetings to explain proposed county safety tax scheduled; the first is 5 p.m. Feb. 20

See SAFETY TAX, Page 12A

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM GIVES FIRST DIPLOMA

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Melissa Murphy waited nearly 20 years to receive her high school diploma but the determined Paris resident was 
honored Monday as the first graduate of the newly-established Paris Union School District 95 adult education 
program. Several special guests were present for the presentation, from left, members of the Paris City Council 
commissioners Jerry Branson, Harry Hughes, Drew Griffin and Mayor Craig Smith; Murphy, Paris 95 board president 
Kevin Knoepfel, Illinois State Sen. Chapin Rose who was instrumental in aiding the new program’s start up; Bob 
Abernathy of the ECCEL Academy who is aiding those who graduate in a job search if needed, and Paris 95 Superin-
tendent of Schools Jeremy Larson.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A 39-year-old Paris woman be-
came the first graduate of the new 
Paris 95 Adult Education Program 
and told an emotional story of her 
quest to receive her high school di-
ploma.

Melissa Murphy tearfully accept-
ed the Paris Union School District 
95 high school diploma from school 
board president Kevin Knoepfel at 
the opening of the February month-
ly meeting Monday, Feb. 10.

The adult education program was 
established in January by the Paris 
95 board for residents who are old-
er than 21 who wish to receive their 
high school diploma. Paris 95 Super-
intendent of Schools Jeremy Larson 
said while Murphy is the first enroll-
ee to complete work for her diplo-
ma, six others have also completed 
credits necessary. 

A total of 39 adults are presently 
enrolled in the free program which 
officially opened Jan. 14, Larson 
said. Those enrolled complete their 
needed credits online, he explained.

The only thing missing from 
Monday’s celebration was a band 
playing “Pomp and Circumstance.” 
The school board meeting room was 
filled with Murphy’s husband, chil-

dren, family members and friends as 
well as State Senator Chapin Rose, 
Paris Mayor Craig Smith and mem-
bers of the Paris City Council.

Murphy shared the story of her 

journey from being a senior at North 
Vigo High School to accepting her 
diploma. She had to pause several 
times, overcome with emotion.

Murphy is first graduate

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Paris 95 school board president Kevin Knoepfel, right, presents a high 
school diploma to Melissa Murphy, 39, of Paris, the first graduate of the 
newly-established adult education program. 

See DIPLOMA, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net 

CHRISMAN – Chrisman High 
School students will have access 
to an expanded curriculum next 
year.

The unit 6 board of education 
approved an administration plan 
at the Wednesday, Feb. 12, meeting 
to participate in the Illinois Virtual 
Classroom program. By offering 
online classes, the school gives 
students a broader selection of op-
tions for scheduling and access to 
advance placement classes, which 
the school cannot do now.

“I think this is going to be a great 
way for a small school to offer more 
courses,” said interim superinten-
dent Jim Acklin.

He added students opting for a 
virtual class will be those with good 
time management skills in order to 
complete the work since there is 
no in-room teacher to keep them 
on task. After talking with admin-
istrators at other schools, the expe-
rience shows students using virtual 
classes are serious about doing well 
because the grade in that class is 
calculated as part of their grade 
point average.

Chrisman principal Cole Huber 
asked at the January board meeting 
if the district can pay a part of the 
class fees for virtual high school as 
it does for students participating in 
the health occupation class offered 
by Horizon Health. He suggested 
80 percent of the cost be borne by 
the district with students paying 
the other 20 percent.

Responding to a question, Hu-
ber estimated that realistically be-
tween 10 and 15 students might 
take advantage of the opportunity.

“Some years it might be two and 
some years it might be 20,” said 
Huber. “It depends on the sched-
ule of other classes they are taking.”

Board member Karen Webster 
liked the idea but had reservations 
about the costs of an open-ended 
program without limitations. She 
said for budgeting purposes it is 
better for the district to set a max-
imum spending amount.

Chrisman 
school board 
approves 
virtual classes, 
other spending

See CHRISMAN, Page 12A

See UNIT 4, Page 8A

Crestwood gets a good financial rating



TODAY

MOTHER/SON NIGHT 
The Knights of Columbus are 
having a Moms with Boys Night 
Out 6-8 p.m. Feb. 15 at The Hall. 
Snacks, games, crafts, a DJ and 
pictures are part of the evening. 
The price is $20 per couple with 
$5 for each additional child and 
tickets are available at the door 
the night of the event. Proceeds 
benefit the Knight of Columbus. 
Questions may be directed to 
217-822-7623.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM ABOUT 
HEART CARE
Throbbing Hearts is the topic 
for the 4 p.m. Feb. 18 STREAM 
program at the Marshall Public 
Library. The free program de-
signed for children between third 
and sixth grades looks at the 
biology of hearts and features a 
hands-on heart simulation of how 
the heart works. Registration is 
required by calling the library at 
217-826-2535 or visiting www.
marshallillibrary.com.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
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GENEALOGY CLASSES BEGIN FEB. 18
The Wabash Valley Genealogy Society (WVGS) is offering a 
series of classes to help individuals begin their family history 
quest. Meeting dates are Feb. 18 and 25, and March 3, 10, 17 and 
24t.  All classes are in conference rooms A, B and C on the lower 
level of the Vigo County Public Library.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
(EST) with the classes running from 6-8:00 p.m. (EST). The class 
fee includes all materials, a one-year free membership in the 
Wabash Valley Genealogy Society and a year’s subscription to 
the WVGS newsletter, “Wabash Valley Generations.” Classes are 
limited to 30 people. Information about fees and registration is 
available by contacting Pat Rogers at mrsgenealogy44@gmail.
com or by visiting www.inwvgs.org.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

41   28
Prec: 0%

44   33
Prec: 0%

49   38
Prec: 70%

43   25
Prec: 30%

34   20
Prec: 0%

33   21
Prec: 0%

38   30
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Partly sunny and breezy with 
slightly above average highs in the lower 
40s.

SUNDAY — Highs climb into the mid 40s 
under partly sunny skies.

MONDAY — A cloudy and rainy day with 
highs topping out into the upper 40s. 

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:52 a.m. 5:19 p.m. 4:42 p.m. 6:37 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:51 a.m. 5:20 p.m. 5:57 p.m. 7:21 a.m.

MONDAY 6:50 a.m. 5:21 p.m. 7:12 p.m. 8:01 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:48 a.m. 5:22 p.m. 8:27 p.m. 8:35 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:47 a.m. 5:23 p.m. 9:40 p.m. 9:08 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:46 a.m. 5:24 p.m. 10:51 p.m. 9:39 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:45 a.m. 5:26 p.m. -- 10:11 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39°/21°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72° in 1945
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -9° in 1905

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.78”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.24”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.74”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.63”

NORMAL:    High: 39   Low: 21     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Business office: 101 N. Central 
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The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
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Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-in is 
5-5:45 p.m. and the meeting is 6 
p.m. Contact Verna Smith at 217-
822-0953 for more information. 

LINCOLN DAY DINNER
The annual Edgar County Lincoln 
Day Dinner is 6 p.m. Feb. 18 at 
the Tingley Reception Center, 
504 E. Edgar Street. The keynote 
speaker is Danny Briseno 
discussing the Edgar County 
Looking for Lincoln Project. Local 
office candidates and those 
seeking the GOP nomination for 
the 15th Congressional District 

Seat will also be present. More 
information is available by calling 
217-712-0172.

WEDNESDAY

PARIS GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
19, at the First United Methodist 
Church. Kate Kollinger’s program 
is “Honeysuckle Battle.” For more 
information call 217-264-0881.

BOOK CHAT MEETING
The Marshall Public Library’s book 
discussion group meets 10:30 
a.m. Feb. 19, and the book of the 
month is “The Last Romatics” by 
Tara Conklin.

CARE MEETING
The Community Addiction 
Response Education (CARE) 
coalition meets 5:30 p.m. Feb. 
19 in conference room A at Paris 
Community Hospital. Anyone 
concerned about opioid addiction 

and other substance abuse is-
sues in Edgar County is welcome 
to attend.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

ULYSSES S. GRANT SHOW
Dan Haughey presents his 
one-person show about Ulysses 
S. Grant at the Marshall Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 20.  The show focuses on 
Grant’s early life, his time as a 
citizen in Illinois, and his rise to 
Civil War fame. Admission is free 
to the public and a short question 
and answer period about Grant 
will follow the performance. To 
register for this free program 
contact the Marshall Public 
Library at 217-826-2535, seating 
is limited.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary Dinner is 5-7 p.m. 
Feb. 20 at the post home. The 
donation only dinner is ranch 
chicken, beef and noodles, ham, 
Mexican chicken, chicken maca-
roni, vegetables, a variety of sides 
and a beverage. Dessert is avail-
able for an extra $1. Donations 
go to the Danville VA  Veteran’s 
Homeless Homes.

PRE-SCHOOL ROUNDUP
The Kansas school district and 
Project H.E.L.P. is offering a free 
developmental screening for all 
children between birth and age 
five living in the district Feb. 20. 
The testing assesses how a child 
is developing in areas of speech, 
language, concepts and motor 
skills. Hearing and vision is also 
tested. Preregistration for the 
2020-2021 kindergarten class is 
also possible. Call Angela Haynes, 
948-5174, for more information 
about what is required to partic-
ipate in the screening or register 
for kindergarten.

UPCOMING

SOUP AND CHILI COOK-OFF
The 16th Annual Faith in Action 
of Edgar County Soup and Chili 
Cook-off is 4:30-6:30 p.m. Feb. 
22 in the Family Life Center at 
Lake Ridge Christian Church. The 
public is welcome to come and 
try a variety of soups and chilies 
and vote for favorites. In addition 
to an all-you-can eat soup and 
chili menu, hot dogs, veggies, 
cheese, crackers, drinks and 
assorted desserts are available. 
All door donations for admission 
support the work of Faith in 
Action of Edgar County.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170
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Crestwood School PresentsCrestwood School Presents

ALL PERFORMANCES HELD AT THE 

PARIS CENTER OF FINE ARTS

TONIGHT
FEB 15 - 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
FEB 16 - 2 p.m.

Tickets
$10

Available one hour before the show at the door

SNOWTIMES

Music and Lyrics by
Kristen Anderson-Lopez & Robert Lopez

Book By
Jennifer Lee

Based on the Disney film written by Jennifer Lee and 
directed by Chris Buck & Jennifer Lee

1616thth
  Annual Chili & Soup Cook-OffAnnual Chili & Soup Cook-Off

Saturday, February 22, 2020Saturday, February 22, 2020
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

122 E. Steidl Road, Paris

To enter please contact:  Faith in Action of Edgar County
239 W Wood St. • Paris , IL • 2217-466-6388

All proceeds will support the work of Faith in Action of Edgar County

Faith in ActionFaith in Action

•  There is no entry fee
• All entrants should prepare a 3-gallon pot 
of soup or chili; categories are: 
Mild, Hot & Unique
• Monetary prizes will be awarded for 1st & 2nd place soup & 
1st & 2nd place chili. The Grand Champion Chef’s name will be 
engraved on the Faith in Action Chili & Soup Cook-Off plaque!

DEADLINE FOR ENTRY is Monday, February 17th

Lake Ridge Christian Church Family Life CenterLake Ridge Christian Church Family Life Center

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

A legendary president just 
celebrated a happy 211th 
birthday. Students from 
across Edgar County decked 
The Link Art Gallery wall-to-
wall with handmade birthday 
cards for Abraham Lincoln 
at the third annual Lincoln 
Birthday Card Contest, Feb. 9.

Fourth and fifth graders 
representing Crestwood, 
Wenz, Kansas and Shiloh 
decorated their cards with 
Lincoln portraits, his famous 
quotes and even poems. Many 
kids wrote Lincoln personal 
messages and told him he was 
their favorite president.

Participants competed for 
first, second, third and grand 
prize ribbons with accom-
panying prizes like Lincoln 
memorabilia, gift cards and 
books.

Christie Russell of the Link 
Art Board and Looking for 
Lincoln Committee opened 
Sunday’s contest with a little 

history. As it turned out, the 
art gallery was the perfect 
place to celebrate Lincoln’s 
birthday. The Link Art Center 
was originally a home built 
in 1828 by Lincoln’s friend 
Milton K. Alexander. Lincoln 
was the Alexander family’s 
lawyer and guest during his 
time riding the Eighth Judi-
cial Circuit.

“The Alexander family en-
tertained Lincoln, probably in 
this very room,” Russell said.

The card contest was also in 
keeping with Lincoln’s legacy 
as a popular subject for artists. 
Russell said the Lincoln Me-
morial and Lincoln’s likeness 
on the five-dollar bill are ob-
vious examples of Lincoln art-
work, but there are also prolif-
ic statues and paintings of him 
across the state of Illinois.

Art Board members told 
students before the awards 
were announced the talent 
and care going into each entry 
made the final decisions dif-
ficult. However, several cards 
stood out from the pack.

Awards began with Link 
Art Board member Tiffany 
Gale announcing the third-
place winners: Keisha Budd, 

fifth grade, Shiloh; Alexis 
Conley, fourth grade, Kansas; 
Trey Wheeler, fourth grade, 
Crestwood; Bella Goodwin, 
fourth grade, Wenz.

Gale knew what interested 
her most about the entries she 
judged. 

“I love the colors, I love the 
personal touches,” she said. 
She also enjoys seeing how 
many cute, cartoony Lincolns 
appear every year. 

Sue Anne Casey, another 
board member, presented the 
second-place winners: Ahlys-
sa Garwood, fifth grade, Shi-
loh; Karter Brown, fifth grade, 
Kansas; Rileigh Cook, fourth 
grade, Crestwood; Destini 
Pick, fourth grade, Wenz.

“Having been an English 
teacher, I always love to see 
people write,” she said. Many 
students wrote personal mes-
sages in their cards, and Casey 
was excited to see students 
interacting with Lincoln this 
way. “It was almost as if you 
were writing to Lincoln him-
self.”

Russell took the podium 
again to reveal the first-place 
birthday card artists: Addi-
son Wright, fifth grade, Shi-

Happy Birthday, Mr. Lincoln

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Fourth and fifth graders from across Edgar County created birthday card tributes to Lincoln for the Sunday, Feb. 9, Lincoln 
Birthday Card Contest. Judges said they looked for creativity and skills in art and writing when selecting the winning cards. Front 
row, from left: Bella Goodwin, Rileigh Cook, Addison Wright, Destini Pick. Back row: Ahlyssa Garwood, London Pruiett, Madison 
Wheeler-Rhoads, Keisha Budd. 

Students celebrate 
Lincoln’s 211th 
birthday with cards

Special to The Prairie Press

First-place winner Aubrey Brandenburg, left, and second place 
winner Karter Brown pose with their cards, ribbons and prize 
bags.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Grand Prize winner Madison Wheeler-Rhoads reads her poem to 
Lincoln for the audience at the Lincoln Birthday Card Contest 
Feb. 9.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

The Paris Public Li-
brary is raising money for a 
much-needed message sign.

“We’ve always needed a sign 
out front that says ‘Paris Public 
Library,’” explained librarian 
Teresa Pennington. She com-
mented the need is even more 
obvious since two large, dying 
trees were removed from the 
front lawn.

The library building itself 
is a landmark, but the library 
board wants to communicate 
more than its name. A message 
sign displaying open hours, up-
coming programs and sudden 
schedule changes would have 
immediacy that even Face-
book lacks. Everyone traveling 
down busy South Main Street 
will see the information. 

After speaking with sev-
eral signage companies, the 

library board and Friends of 
the Paris Library settled on 
a single-color display sign 90 
inches tall and 80 inches wide, 
with the library’s name on top 
and a brick base matching the 
building’s historic façade. The 
sign costs $21,000 dollars, but 
the installation of both the 
sign and an electrical line is 
an additional cost. Penning-
ton notes this is pricey, but 
the blueprint covers all their 
needs and it is more afford-
able than other estimates.

The community is already 
supporting the endeavor 
through book sales and dona-
tions from area businesses. The 
Friends of the Paris Library 
also successfully applied for a 
grant from the Edgar Coun-
ty Community Foundation, 
bringing the total up $12,620 
at the time of this writing.

“So at this point, we’re a little 

over halfway there,” Penning-
ton said.

The Friends of the Paris 
Library has more fundrais-
ing events in the works, but 
those interested are welcome 
to donate anytime. The library 
hopes to meet the goal by ear-
ly summer so installation can 
begin as soon as possible.

 “If people just feel the de-
sire to send us a check without 
fundraising activity, that would 
also be appreciated,” Penning-
ton said.

The Paris Public Library 
provides visitors with access 
to nearly 10 million items on 
site and online, plus Wi-Fi and 
public computers. Their re-
cords for the 2019 fiscal year 
show the public borrowed and 
downloaded 41,000 items, 
used the computers 7,875 
times and reserved meeting 
rooms 215 times. 

loh; Aubrey Brandenburg, 
fifth grade, Kansas; Madison 
Wheeler-Rhoads, fifth grade, 
Crestwood; London Pruiett, 
fifth grade, Wenz.

Russell’s personal criteria 
for a good card were creativi-
ty and knowledge about Lin-
coln. Students’ neat handwrit-
ing also gave them an edge.

“We noticed a few entries 
now are in cursive, which was 
a nice change from the last 
couple of years,” she said.

The Grand Prize winner 
was Wheeler-Rhoads, for her 
vibrant art and poem to Lin-
coln, which she read to ap-
plause from the audience. 

The Link Art Gallery 
thanked the sponsors of this 
year’s Lincoln Birthday Card 
Contest: Pearman Pharmacy, 
Clinic Pharmacy, Altrusa In-
ternational, McDonald’s, Tom 
Hebermehl, Bob’s Bookstore 
in Charleston, Patti and Greg 
McHenry, Pat and Susan Bell, 
Peg Giesler and the Art Cen-
ter Board.

Paris library fundraising for a sign
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MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

All Wines  -   10% OFF

Angry Orchard 6pk ...................................$8.99

Grey Goose  750ml................................... $34.94

American Honey 1.75ml.......................$35.48

Tequila Rose 750ml...................................$17.99

Carolans Irish Cream 750ml............$12.99

Pabst Hard Coffee 4pk  16oz..............$10.29

  We  have all your

FFavorites!avorites!
ON SALE February 14 thru February 20

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

101 N. Central Ave. • Paris, IL • 217-921-3216  • www.prairiepress.net

ATTENTION 
 

FORMER EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED AT:  

Twin Lakes Rehab and Health Care

The law firm of Hughes Socol Piers Resnick &
Dym, Ltd. is investigating whether Petersen

Health Care violated Illinois law by not
correctly calculating all vacation pay owed to

employees when they left the company. 
 

If you worked at the above location and your
vacation pay was not correctly calculated, then
you may be able to recover unpaid wages, as
well as penalties and reasonable attorneys'

fees.
 

Please call Chris Wilmes at 312.604.2636 if
you are interested in discussing your potential

claims with us. 
 

No fees unless you recover. 
 

70 W. Madison St. | Ste. 4000 | Chicago, IL 60602 | hsplegal.com 
Advertising Material

SCOTT
BARRETT

CORONER
Early Voting is 

underway.
I ask for your vote

Paid for by Scott Barrett

Cases moving in the Edgar County Court

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Feb. 3 
and Feb. 6 traffic and criminal 
calls in the Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court included:

IN CUSTODY
nKyle N. Carter-Alvis, 26, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. He is serv-
ing a jail sentence attached 
to his Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery conviction. 
He was found to be in default 
of payments and the case was 
referred to collections. In an-
other matter, Carter-Alvis was 
presented with a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony domestic 
battery conviction. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
In this case, he was granted a 
personal recognizance bond. 
Carter-Alvis was remanded to 
custody to finish his jail sen-
tence.
nSean P. Christopher, 32, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. A sentencing status 
hearing was scheduled for his 
admission to the petition to re-
voke his probation sentence for 
a Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion. In another matter, Chris-
topher’s unresolved charges 
of a Class 2 felony aggravated 
criminal sexual abuse and a 
Class 4 felony criminal sexu-
al abuse were continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDevon L. Deweese, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor violating an or-
der of protection. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $5,500. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. His 
bond conditions include he 
is to have no contact with the 
apparent victim or the victim’s 
residence. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nWilliam A. Forshee, 43, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. His unresolved Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charge was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
In another matter, a hearing 
was scheduled for his motion 
to modify his sentence for a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 
appeared in custody and ad-
mitted a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. The 
matter was continued for a sen-
tencing hearing. Strange was 
remanded to custody.
nAustin D. Toler, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His un-
resolved charges of a Class X 
felony armed robbery, three 
counts of a Class 2 felony rob-
bery and a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a revoked license 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. In another matter, 
Toler pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery. Toler was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

CHARGES
nDennis G. Fabian, 53, 

Brocton, was charged with a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing on a revoked license and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a revoked license and plead-
ed not guilty with a jury trial 
demand. He has hired an attor-
ney and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nRamon Hernandez Jr., 

33, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor illegal 
modification of the location of 
a registration plate. He waived 
his right to an attorney and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nNicole L. Land, 44, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nDalton L. Newman, 24, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his condi-
tional discharge sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nNicky N. Ramos, 33, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class A misdemean-
or criminal damage to prop-
erty. The public defender was 
appointed and Ramos pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nNathan B. Shear, 31, Broc-

ton, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol conviction. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney. The matter was 

continued for arraignment.
nKyle D. Tincher, 29, Broc-

ton, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nBrian L. Greene, 42, Paris, 

admitted a petition to revoke 
his Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license con-
viction. He was resentenced 
to 60 days in jail with good 
conduct credit to apply sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, 
six months of conditional dis-
charge and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations.
nPhillip J. Mohler, 65, St. 

Bernice Ind., admitted a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 2 felony 
aggravated driving under the 
influence of alcohol convic-
tion. The matter was continued 
for a sentencing hearing.
nAlexis Prouse, 20, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor false reporting 
charge. She was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 
nDrew A. D. Wishard, 24, 

Mattoon, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $500 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nCynthia D. Christopher, 

54, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nJoshua P. Hornbrook, 28, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.
nHunter A. L. Johnson, 18, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor battery charge. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nKerry Lynn Johnson, 24, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor endangering the 
life or health of a child charge. 
She told the court she is still 
hiring a private attorney. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nThomas D. Martin, 56, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony criminal trespassing to 
a residence and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage to 
property charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 

conference.
nSamuel H. Mays, 44, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 4 
felony domestic battery and a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery. He waived the right 
to an attorney and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand. 
The matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nGerry A. Menet, 27, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor endangering the life 
or health of a child charge. He 
persists in hiring an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nApril L. Davis, 38, Paris, 

was resentenced on a petition 
to revoke her probation sen-
tence for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction to two years of 
probation, 180 days in jail with 
120 days to be served as elec-
tronic home monitoring and 
the remaining 60 days are sub-
ject to the court’s discretion, an 
order to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation and ordered to 
pay all previous financial obli-
gations.
nShane W. Floyd, 29, Paris, 

failed to appear in court and 
is reportedly in custody in 
Crawford County. The state 
is preparing a transport order. 
His unresolved Class 4 felony 
false alarm 9-1-1 call charge 
was continued for a negotiated 
guilty plea agreement.
nJoseph W. Harris, 30, 

Chrisman, was sentenced on a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol conviction to two years of 
court supervision, a $750 fine, 
court costs, counseling per an 
evaluation and various state 
fees.
nJames R. Sewell II, 47, 

Martinsville, learned the state 
dismissed a petition to revoke 
his conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a revoked license 
conviction.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Allison M. Baldwin, 24, 
Paris; Randy J. Bramlett, 52, 
Paris; Rebecca A. Brim, 36, 
Danville; Kevin M. Flight, 
39, Danville; Bruce L. Hunt, 
40, Paris; Kristin D. Jewell, 
39, Paris; Stacey L. Mejean, 
44, Linton, Ind.; Thomas J. 
Philips, 21, Lowell, Ind.; Jus-
tin D. Robison, 31, Kansas; 
Patrick C. Sharp, 32, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Charles G. Wells, 
20, Paris; Haley M. Whitley, 
18, Paris; Kenneth W. Sly, 36, 
Paris; Terry L. Wimmer, 60, 
Rockville, Ind. and Jimmy L. 
Woodyard, 57, Paris.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

SIREN REPORT

COURT

MAURICE TIFFIN 
CASEY – Maurice Eugene 

“Tif ” Tiffin, 82, of Casey, 
passed away at 7:30 p.m. Fri-

day, Feb. 7, 
2020, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.  

A funeral service was 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, at Mark-
well Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Ken Wade officiating. 
Burial followed in the Casey 
Cumberland Cemetery, with 

graveside military rites by Ca-
sey Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and Martinsville American 
Legion. Visitation was from 
noon until the service Tues-
day at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Wounded War-
rior Project, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Hospital, or Word of 
Life Church.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

More OBITUARIES, Page 5A
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

PRE-PLANNING:
A choice you won’t regret
Most people agree that 

pre-planning is a wise decision, 
yet it is such an easy thing to 

put off.

While many choose to prepay 
their final arrangements, there is 

no charge for making your
 plans in advance.

Make the appointment that 
shows you care.

Contact us today!

217-465-4775 •

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

Select Uprights on SALE

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Joining with 
our friends and 
neighbors to 
CELEBRATE

Paris Lady Tigers 
undefeated 
season! 
CONGRATS!

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

KATHERINE YOUNG
HUME – Katherine L. 

Young, 84, of Metcalf, passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020, at 

Union Hos-
pital in Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

A graveside 
service was 10 
a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 14, at 
Young Amer-
ica Cemetery. 

There was no visitation. Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral Home 
assisted the family with the ar-
rangements.  

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Diabe-
tes Association.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

YOUNG

CAROLE TURNIPSEED
OAKLAND – Carole Ann 

Turnipseed, 75, of Sullivan, 
Ill., and formerly of Oakland, 

passed away 
Tuesday, Feb. 
4, 2020.

A funeral 
service was 
T h u r s d a y , 
Feb. 13, at 12 
p.m. at Kra-
bel Funeral 

Home in Oakland. Burial fol-
lowed at Oakland Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 11 a.m. 
until the service time Thurs-
day. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Oakland Food 
Pantry or Coles County Ani-
mal Shelter.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

LORI SEXTON
Lori Ann Sexton, 53, of 

Paris, Ill., passed away at 3:45 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, 

surrounded 
by her family 
at her home. 
She worked 
at Simonton 
Windows and 
Casey’s Gen-
eral Store.

A memori-
al service celebrating her life is 
5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home. Visita-
tion is from 4 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Friday at the funeral 
home. 

Ms. Sexton was born Feb. 10, 
1967, in Clinton, Ind.

She is survived by three chil-
dren, Tabitha (Brad) Osborn, 
Mike Griffin and Todd Griffin, 
all of Paris; a loving compan-
ion, Darin Griffin of Paris; a sis-
ter, Karen Jewell of Paris; two 
aunts, Janet Boatman and Betty 
Yocum, both of Terre Haute, 
Ind.; four grandchildren, Gabe 
Osborn, Waylon Osborn, An-
naleigh Griffin and Khloe Grif-
fin, all of Paris; and best friends, 
Ann Lunsford of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and Machelle Murphy of 
Missouri. 

She was preceded in death 
by grandparents, George and 
Josie Blackburn.

Ms. Sexton fought a 7 1/2 
year battle against colon cancer. 
She never gave up. She loved 
spending time with her family 
and friends, as well as with her 
four-legged walking buddy, 
Jack.

Memorial donations may be 
made to ECCF DO IT Edgar 
County Cancer support group. 

Online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com

SEXTON

BOBBIE SUE NICHOLSON
ROCKVILLE, Ind.  – Bob-

bie Sue Nicholson, 73, of 
Rockville, Ind., passed away at 
11 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, 
at Autumn Glen, Greencastle, 
Ind. She was an art teacher for 
Rockville Elementary School 
and a homemaker. 

A service was 1 p.m. EST 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at Gooch 
Funeral Home, with the 
Rev. Greg Goodrick offici-
ating. Burial was 3 p.m. EST 
Wednesday at Grandview 
Cemetery west of Paris. Visi-
tation was from 11 a.m. until 
the service time Wednesday at 
the funeral home. 

Mrs. Nicholson was born 
Jan. 4, 1947, at Indianapolis, 
Ind., the daughter of the late 
Robert Kersey and Willie 
Murdy Kersey. She married 

Thomas A. Nicholson June 
19, 1976, at Brownsburg, Ind., 
and he survives. 

Also surviving are two sons, 
Brian Nicholson of Bridgeton, 
Ind., and Jason (Amanda) 
Nicholson of Rockville; one 
brother, David Kersey of Cir-
cleville, Ohio; one sister, Joyce 
Anne Haas of Plainfield, Ind.; 
two grandchildren, Aden and 
Alayna Nicholson. 

She was a graduate of 
Washington High School in 
Indianapolis, received her BS 
degree from the University of 
Denver and Master’s degree 
from Indiana State Universi-
ty.  An avid and talented artist, 
she was a member of the Cov-
ered Bridge Art Association. 

Online condolences at 
www.goochfuneralhome.
com.

ROBERT LEE JR.
OAKLAND – Robert Ed-

ward Lee Jr., 60, of Oakland, 
passed away Tuesday, Feb. 11, 

2020.
A funeral 

service is 10 
a.m. today, 
Feb. 15, at 
Oak Grove 
Separate Bap-
tist Church. 
Burial fol-

lows in the Oak Grove Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 4 to 
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14, at the 
church. Krabel Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

LEE

LARRY JOHNSON
Larry Lee Johnson, 77, of 

Marshall, passed away at 10:55 
a.m., Monday, Feb. 11, 2020, at 

Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.

A memo-
rial visitation 
is from 4 to 
6 p.m. today, 
Feb. 15 at 
Pearce Funer-

al Home. 
More information and on-

line condolences at pearcefu-
neralservice.com. 

JOHNSON

VIRGINIA GUMM
Virginia Lee Gumm, 97, 

of Danville, and formerly of 
Georgetown, passed away at 

8:20 p.m., 
Friday, Feb.7, 
2020, at Haw-
thorne Inn, 
Danville. 

A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m., Wednes-
day, Feb. 12, 

at Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home. Burial was in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
1 p.m. until the service time 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Illiana Genea-
logical and Historical Society 
in Danville or a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com

GUMM

JOHN DOROTHY JR.
John Jay Dorothy Jr., 93, of 

Paris, passed away at 1:25 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, at Paris 

Hea l t h c are 
Center. 

 All services 
are private. 
Interment in 
Edgar Ceme-
tery is at a later 
date. Temple-
ton Funeral 
Home of Par-
is is assisting 
with arrange-
ments. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society or to the Honor Flight 
Network. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

DOROTHY

VINCENT CROWELL
MARSHALL – Vincent 

Dwight Crowell, 74, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 1:55 p.m. 

S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 8, 2020, 
at his home. 

A private 
c e r e m o n y 
will be held 
in Michigan. 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting 
the family 
with arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice. 

More information and on-
line condolences at  www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CROWELL

LARRY BEASLEY
Larry Donald Beasley, 84, 

of Paris, passed away at 4:15 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, at 

his residence.  
He was a 
measurement 
tech for Mid-
western Gas.  

A Mason-
ic service by 
Stratton Ma-
sonic Lodge 
#408 A.F. & 
A.M. was 2 
p.m. Thurs-
day Feb. 13, 

at Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. A funeral service fol-
lowed. Military honors were 
conducted by American Le-
gion Post 211. Private burial 
is at a later date in New Prov-
idence Cemetery. Visitation 
was noon until the service 
times Thursday at the funeral 
home.

Mr. Beasley was born Feb. 
5, 1936, in Elbridge, the son of 
the late Carrol D. and Hallie I. 

BEASLEY

ANNE JOHNSON
Anne Augustus Jones 

Johnson, 93, of Paris, passed 
away at 5:25 p.m. Sunday, 

Feb. 9, 2020, 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. She 
was retired 
after many 
years as the 
owner and 

operator of the former Car-
riage House Gift Shop of Paris. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church. Interment 
follows in Edgar Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 17, at Templeton 
Funeral Home. A recitation of 
the rosary is 3:30 p.m. Monday 
before the visitation at the fu-
neral home. 

Mrs. Johnson was born Oct. 

16, 1926, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late Henry A. and Laura 
Skinner Jones Sr. She married 
Frederick Johnson Jr. Aug. 31, 
1951, at Paris, and he preceded 
her in death March 15, 1995. 

Survivors include four chil-
dren, Henry M. (Angela) John-
son of Old Hickory, Tenn., 
Laura “Deede” Johnson of Par-
is, Mark (Mary Jane) Johnson 
of Palm City, Fla., and Peter 
(Barbara) Johnson of Paris; five 
grandchildren, Adam, Matthew 
and Ryan, Johnson, Kathryn 
Sutton and Jacob Johnson; and 
four great-grandchildren, Lach-
lan Cole, Eli and Samuel Sutton 
and Selah Mae Johnson. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Henry A. “Hank” 
Jones Jr. 

Mrs. Johnson attended the 
Northampton School for Girls 
in Northampton, Mass. She 
was a graduate of the Ferry 
Hall School for Girls in Lake 

Forest, Bennett Junior College 
of Millbrook, N.Y., and also at-
tended Parson’s School of De-
sign in New York City. She was 
a member of St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church where she was a 
member of the Altar Society. 
She was previously a member 
of the former St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church where she 
was active in both the local 
parish as well as the diocese, 
serving as a past president of 
the Episcopal Women of the 
Diocese of Springfield. She was 
a devoted supporter and past 
chairperson of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Link Art Gallery 
of Paris. She was a talented art-
ist working in oil painting and 
needlework and was a member 
of the Embroiderers Guild of 
America. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Link Art Gallery. 

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

JOHNSON

MARY FAYE HOLLINGSWORTH
MARSHALL – Mary Faye 

Hollingsworth, 85, of Marshall, 
passed away Saturday, Feb. 8, 

2020, at Linda 
E. White Hos-
pice House, 
Ev a n s v i l l e , 
Ind. 

A service 
honoring her 
life was 11 
a.m. Tues-

day, Feb. 11, at Pearce Funeral 
Home. Burial was in Livingston 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
5 to 8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 10, at 
the funeral home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.  

HOLLINGSWORTH

TURNIPSEED

Cockcroft Beasley. He married 
Gwendolyn Joan Martin Dec. 
23, 1956, at the New Provi-
dence Church, and she sur-
vives. 

He is also survived by three 
children, Lisa (Dan) Ashley of 
Nashville, Tenn., Mike (Joy) 
Beasley of Paris and Elaine 
Butler of Polk City, Fla.; one 
brother, Gary (Anna) Beasley 
of Paris; four grandchildren, 
Keith and Bret Ashley, Macala 
Beasley and Christopher Win-
schief; and three great-grand-
children, Emma Grace, Ella 

Rosa and Kohen Lee.
He was a linotype operator 

at the Beacon-News, a home 
builder and renovator, and the 
owner/operator of Elbridge 
Operating Co.  He was a vet-
eran of the United States Army 
and a life member of Stratton 
Masonic Lodge #408 A.F. & 
A.M. since 1955.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Stratton Masonic 
Lodge #408.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.



Editor, The Prairie Press
My last two letters to the editor 

discussed the possibility, or proba-
bility, that Donald J. Trump could 
be anti-Christ (AC).

This is to follow up those letters. 
Originally, I advised my readers to 
keep a watchful eye on the state of 
politics in our distressed country.

Since then, Trump’s son-in-
law has worked on a peace plan 
between Israel and the PLO. I 
sincerely believe the president is 
getting ready to sign the treaty next 
month. 

The election of Benjamin 
Netanyahu for the office of Prime 
Minister of Israel is coming up. 
Soon thereafter Mr. Trump could 
have the ceremony for the signing 
of such a peace plan. If this holds 
true, the Book of Revelation will 
in part come to pass. The good 
book says the AC will sign a peace 
treaty with and between Israel and 
the Palestinians. The good book 
also says the Tribulation will begin 
immediately after that point.

I believe the Rapture will 

happen immediately before that 
time. The good book says God has 
not appointed us, the true church, 
to wrath. We won’t feel the wrath 
of God, we will be taken out in 
judgment from the earth at that 
appointed time. We won’t know 
the exact day and the hour of the 
Rapture, but we can know the 
times and the seasons. I sincerely 
believe we are in the last seconds 
of this church age. What this 
teaching means to me is we could 
be in the last month before the 
Rapture. 

My critics are going to act 
outraged. There are a lot of Trump 
supporters. Mr. Trump has been a 
really good president. For his sake, 
I hope he is not AC. But I would 
be less than candid and honest if I 
did not write this letter.

The Holy Bible does not ID the 
AC, but the good book gives us 
clues. 

The Holy Bible teaches us that 
AC will sign such a treaty and he 
will be indwelt with the evil spirit 
of Satan. His true nature will come 

to the surface.
Even if we are raptured before 

the Tribulation there are still a lot 
of our friends and loved ones that 
are going to feel wrath from God 
and Satan. Hundred of millions 
of people are going to be killed 
by AC.            

When 500,000 children of 
God disappear be concerned for 
your safety because if you are left 
behind after the Rapture, evil will 
flood the earth. Whatever you 
do don’t kill yourself. And don’t 
take the mark of the beast. AC is 
the beast. In order to eat you will 
have seemingly no choice but to 
take the mark. If you do take that 
fateful mark you will be damned 
to hell. Jesus taught us that we are 
either with him or against him. 

You will have a choice to make. 
You are either going to stand with 
the devil or Jesus. For me and my 
house we will stand with God. 
You have been warned.

Peace,
C.K. Nay

Paris                                   
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Journalists 
shouldn’t 
make 
political 
predictions

Important decision rests with Edgar County voters during March 17 primary

A referendum question seeks to 
create a county 1 percent safety tax to 
help fund the sheriff’s department and 
address needs at the jail. This is a retail 
sales tax on some, but not all, pur-
chases and not connected to property 
taxes. Big ticket purchases like auto-
mobiles are exempt as are food and 
medicines.

Too often when people hear the 
phrase tax referendum there is a knee-
jerk reaction to oppose it without 
making the effort to learn about the 
need. We urge every citizen to attend 
a 5 p.m. meeting Thursday, Feb. 20, 
in the basement meeting room of the 
Prospect Bank.

Edgar County Board members will 
be at the meeting to talk about the 
tax, how it works, how it will be used 
and answer questions. This provides 
an opportunity to obtain accurate 
information, unlike a Facebook post-
ing, other social media or ill-informed 
opinions around the coffee tables. 

A second informational meeting is 

planned for March 2, with the time yet 
to be determined, for those who can-
not attend Thursday night. If nobody 
attends the meeting Thursday, it is 
likely there won’t be a second meeting 
for lack of public interest.

We believe it is important that all 
residents understand that revenue 
from property tax is insufficient to 
meet the county’s obligation to pro-
vide services to citizens – some that 
are traditional and others that are re-
quired by the state. In fact, the sheriff’s 
budget is roughly equivalent to what 
the property taxes generate.

The big picture question citizens 
must ask themselves is what will 
happen to the sheriff’s department if 
the referendum fails. Do we want road 
deputies? There are only four now, 
and attracting and keeping deputies is 

hard when neighboring counties pay 
more. 

The sheriff department’s only 
requirement per the state law is op-
erating the jail and serving the court. 
Traditionally, sheriff’s departments 
provide law enforcement but that is 
not a requirement. 

The county is trying to complete 
improvements needed to reopen the 
jail. The physical changes alone do not 
guarantee that will happen. It must 
have appropriate staffing levels of at 
least two correctional officers working 
every shift.

If the money is not there to secure 
staffing, the jail may not be allowed to 
reopen and then taxpayers will have 
little choice except to pay much higher 
bills for housing inmates in other 
facilities.

It is important we all be good 
citizens and make an effort to become 
educated on this issue to cast an in-
formed vote, especially for those who 
may be voting early.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Be informed about tax

Pelosi may have torn up more than a speech

Israel treaty proves Trump is Antichrist
YOUR VIEW
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When pundits look at the 
results of the 2020 presidential 
election, they may decide that Feb. 

4 was the day the 
Democratic Party 
lost the high 
ground and even-
tually the elec-
tion. Indeed, after 
the astoundingly 
tasteless antics of 
House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi on 
the eve of what 
appeared to be 

the Senate’s rejection of her party’s 
attempt to remove the president, it 
now looks like the election is Mr. 
Trump’s to lose. 

If perception is reality, then the 
endless video loops and memes of 
Pelosi tearing up her copy of the 
State of the Union address pres-
ents a perceived reality of herself 
and her party as dividers who have 
abandoned the idea of national 
unity in favor of mean-spirited 
gestures designed to appease 
mean-spirited fellow travelers.

Others can debate and explain 

why the president’s SOTU ad-
dress was his best/his worst. Still 
others can talk on endlessly about 
what most political observers and, 
dare we say, many likely voters 
already knew, that the address was 
Trump’s first major speech of his 
presidential campaign. It laid out 
what he believes to be his adminis-
tration’s major accomplishments 
in the areas of the economy, em-
ployment, international trade, for-
eign affairs, military preparedness 
and the killing of terrorist killers. 

Of all the lessons the mainstream media 
should have learned over the past four years, 
one of them is inexcusably obvious: We’re 

bad at predictions.
Who can forget poll analy-

ses, the infographic needles, 
the endless columns and 
pundit panels that confi-
dently projected that Hillary 
Clinton would be the next 
president?

In fact, it was that certainty 
that drove much of the dam-
aging and excessive coverage 
of her email practices. (Be-
cause she was all but certainly 

the next president, went the flawed thinking, 
we should get started now on showing we’ll 
be tough on her.)

Washington Post columnist Dana Milbank 
was so sure, in late 2015, that Donald Trump 
would fail to get the Republican nomination 
that he promised to eat his printed column 
if he was wrong. (An honorable man, he 
followed through.)

But my colleague was far from alone. And 
the following year, most media people were 
stunned by Trump’s winning the presidency.

And yet, we roll on today, with little having 
changed.

The Iowa caucuses, according to many a 
commentator, surely would come down to a 
fight between Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders. 
As we know now, it didn’t work out that 
way: Biden finished a lackluster fourth and 
the photo finish with Sanders involved Pete 
Buttigieg.

Oh, and surely, we heard many times, 
voter turnout at the caucuses would be high, 
signaling the voters’ intense desire to replace 
President Trump with a Democrat. Well, that 
didn’t happen either. Turnout was flat.

Journalists — reporters and opinionators 
alike — just aren’t very good at this. Yet they 
go on doing it, in part because there’s so little 
accountability in political journalism.

“There’s no penalty for being wrong. You 
can just blithely go on making another evi-
dence-free prediction with no consequences,” 
Columbia University journalism professor 
William Grueskin said.

He added it wouldn’t work that way in, say, 
business reporting: “If you predicted that 
XYZ Corp will lose $100 million and then 
XYZ reported a $250 million profit, much of 
your audience would have a hard time taking 
you seriously again.”

Part of the problem is our endless desire 
to frame politics as a horse race. Rather than 
focus on what’s most important to the public 
interest, political coverage focuses far too 
heavily on who’s up and who’s down — an 
elusive metric that requires data such as polls 
and fundraising numbers.

But these things are far from a reliable basis 
for prediction. What’s worse, many journal-
ists don’t understand basic notions underly-
ing polling, as data-oriented journalist Nate 
Silver has emphasized over the years: “Media 
understanding about probability, margin of 
error and uncertainty is very poor.”

If a candidate has an 80 percent chance of 
winning a race, no one should be surprised if 
he or she loses. The use of predictive phrases 
such as all but inevitable should be confined 
to instances where the chances of a candi-
date’s election are more like 98 percent, he 
said. (Silver has become more careful since 
he infamously stated during the 2016 pres-
idential primary season that Trump’s can-
didacy shouldn’t be taken seriously. When 
proved wrong, he followed up by publishing 
a mea culpa about what went wrong in his 
thinking, and he was more accurate than 
most about Trump’s chances in the general 
election.)

Silver’s organization, FiveThirtyEight, 
remains solidly in the horse-race business but 
with a greater effort now to explain proba-
bility and to resist the urge to walk out onto 
flimsy limbs.

As for me, I’m officially done with making 
predictions, after flubbing one in mid-2017. 
New York magazine asked me, along with 12 
others — journalists, academics and political 
types — to predict whether Trump would 
make it through his first term.

Some respondents posited that he’d be 
gone by now, for various reasons; others 
were convinced that he would survive and 
thrive. I managed to get one thing right: that 
Trump would make it through his first term, 
but I predicted that he would choose not to 
run again — and that Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-N.Y.) would become the first female pres-
ident. (I’ll note in my own defense that this 
was before she led the charge that brought 
about Al Franken’s resignation as the junior 
senator from Minnesota.)

Since then, I refuse to predict — not in 
print, not in interviews and not even in in-
formal conversations with friends and family 
members.

In a recent MSNBC appearance, the author 
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See SULLIVAN, Page 7A

I've read and heard a 
lot of commentary about 
what Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
didn't 
say in his 
State of 
the State 
address 
last 
month. 
Some 
folks are 
still quite 
angry that 
he didn't 
address 
their pet causes. 

And the previous day's 
guilty plea by former 
Sen. Martin Sandoval 
prompted the news 
media to focus mainly 
on the anti-corruption 
portion of the gover-
nor's speech. Behind his 
strong, quote-worthy 
rhetoric, however, were 
three concrete proposals: 
1) A ban on legislators 
being paid to lobby; 2) 
Disclosure of conflicts of 
interests and punishment 
for non-compliance; and 
3) Forbidding legislators 
from becoming lobbyists 
immediately after leaving 
office. 

The House Republicans 
are already on record in fa-
vor of a legislator lobbying 
ban, and House Repub-
lican Leader Jim Durkin 
has introduced a conflict 
of interest bill that would 
even require attorneys to 
disclose clients who could 
pose potential conflicts. 
Senate President Don 
Harmon offered support 
of the lobbying revolving 
door provision. Senate 
Republican Leader Bill 
Brady said he supports 
the conflicts of interest 
disclosure bit. 

House Speaker Michael 
Madigan did not indicate 
support for anything. The 
chairman he appointed to 
head an ethics commis-
sion, however, supported 
all three. 

But beyond what 
Pritzker didn't say and 
beyond the corruption 
angle, the governor did get 
into some other substance 
which was lost in the 
shuffle. 

Pritzker 
has an 
extensive 
agenda

See MILLER, Page 7A
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Anand Giridharadas sug-
gested that, given their gen-
erally lousy records, media 
people should quit the 
prognosticating game. He 
put it simply and correctly: 
“I don’t think it is our job as 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 6A

On the subject of property 
taxes, Pritzker complained 
about the perverse incentives 
in state law that encourage 
local governments to max 
out their property tax levies 
even when they don't need 
to. He was referring to an 
unintended consequence 
of the state's Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law 
that essentially encourages 
units of government to tax to 
the cap every year for fear of 
forever losing that revenue. 
What Pritzker wants to do is 
not yet known. 

Pritzker also proposed 
allowing citizens to initiate 
consolidating or eliminating 
units of local government. 
The General Assembly has 
passed some limited, highly 
localized legislation on this 
topic. Pritzker wants to take it 
statewide. 

Other governors have 
talked about ethics, property 
taxes and consolidation and 
ended up accomplishing 
little. Pritzker will have to 
use all of his considerable 
persuasive powers to move 

his agenda to the goal line. 
He spent a whole lot of his 
political capital on last year's 
mega-agenda and a gover-
nor's second year is never as 
easy as the first. 

Pritzker's clean energy 
proposals included legisla-
tion, "that reduces carbon 
pollution, promotes renew-
able energy, and accelerates 
electrification of our trans-
portation sector." 

That matches up with the 
three pillars of the Illinois 
Clean Jobs coalition. Pritzker 
also made clear that ComEd's 
hegemonic days are over: "I'm 
not going to sign an energy 
bill written by the utility 
companies." 

On the social justice front, 
the governor said he wants to 
start phasing out cash bail. He 
also wants to follow, "many of 
the recommendations made 
by the bipartisan criminal 
justice reform commission 
created by my predecessor, 
most of whose ideas were 
never adopted because of the 
rancor and dysfunction." Gov. 
Bruce Rauner drew wide-
spread praise for his criminal 
justice reforms, but the issue 
got lost in his never-ending 

battles with Democrats. 
Pritzker did have a pointed 

response to those who have 
been pushing him hard to hire 
more Democratic patronage 
workers. 

Democratic insiders have 
been grumbling for a full 
year that their people have to 
go through the same hiring 
practice as everyone else and 
often don't wind up being 
picked. 

Pritzker insisted his way 
of hiring has made the state 
better: "The old patronage 
system needs to die...finally 
and completely. The input of 
women and people of color 
need to be treated as essential 
to decision making - not as 
some token show of diver-
sity." 

It was a well-written 
speech, but the really hard 
part comes soon when he 
introduces his next budget, 
which, at last check, was pro-
jected to be $1.8 billion out of 
balance. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

Even as the words were 
leaving his lips, fingers 
were busy finding the 
lies within the rhetoric, 
refusing to acknowledge, 
as they gleefully caught 
each one, that political 
rhetoric is and always has 
been smoke and mirrors, 
misdirection, with some 
old-fashion mendacity 
thrown in for good mea-
sure. Big Daddy from Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof would 
have felt right at home 
in the House chambers: 
“What's that smell in this 
room? Didn't you notice 
it, Brick? Didn't you notice 
a powerful and obnoxious 
odor of mendacity in this 
room? There ain't nothin' 
more powerful than the 
odor of mendacity.”

Nothing more pow-
erful except maybe 
mean-spiritedness. Oh, 
there are those who say 
Pelosi ripping the speech 
was payback for Trump 
refusing to shake her hand. 
Except, Trump did not 
shake Pense’s hand. He 

POWELL
FROM PAGE 6A

may have had other things on 
his mind other than etiquette. 
Things like reading off a 
prompter without making 
mistakes or the events of the 
next day when those senators 
in attendance and those in 
Iowa would decide his polit-
ical fate.

When Pelosi smugly tore 
up the speech, she was not 
just symbolically showing 
her disgust for the man in 
front of her and everything 
he said that night, she was, 
by her very act, showing her 
disrespect for each individual 
highlighted in the speech. 

It was a mean-spirited 
rejection of the wife and 
mother who lost her husband 
to a roadside bomb in Iraq. It 
was a mean-spirited rejection 
of the Army sergeant reunit-
ed with his wife and children 
after his fourth, yes fourth, 
deployment to the Middle 
East. It was a mean-spirited 
rejection of Charles McGee, 
one of the last surviving 
Tuskegee airmen, recently 
promoted to brigadier gener-
al, and of his great-grandson 
sitting beside him who wants 
to join the U.S. Space Force. 

It was a mean-spirited 

rejection of the Pennsylvania 
fourth grader who will build 
on her love for art and music 
through expanding school 
choice programs. 

It also was a mean-spirited 
rejection of Kayla Mueller, 
who died after her kidnap-
ping by ISIS head thug Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi. And there, 
representing Kayla and the 
Mueller and Elledge families, 
were her parents Marsha 
and Carl. Marsha is from my 
hometown. 

Thoughtless actions to gain 
political points only show 
a shallowness of character, 
and, to say it one more time, 
a mean-spiritedness at a 
time when the people of our 
country cannot afford more 
nasty, in-your-face hostility 
toward the people of our 
country. Trump critics say his 
speech did not go far enough 
to bring our country together. 
That may be true, but at least 
it didn’t rip it apart. Percep-
tion is reality, and the image is 
there for all the world to see.

(John David Powell is an 
award-winning columnist and 
Paris native who lives in Texas. 
His email is johndavidpowell@
yahoo.com.)

journalists to predict.”
As we head deeper into the 

presidential primary season, 
with all of its temptations, it’s 
high time to heed that advice.

(Margaret Sullivan is the 
media columnist for The 
Washington Post. Email her at 
margaret.sullivan@washpost.
com.)
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS   

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
announced Feb. 10 the for-
mer Paris High School and 
Eveland Gymnasium were 
among 12 Illinois sites added 
to the National Register of 
Historical Places.

According to the IDNR 
the school and gym were 

selected for their significant 
architectural styles. The high 
school, constructed in 1909 
with symmetrical additions 
added in 1922, was designed 
in the Classical Revival style 
by Bloomington-based archi-
tect Arthur L. Pillsbury. The 
gymnasium is an excellent ex-
ample of the Streamline Mod-
ern style designed by Cham-
paign-based designers Berger 

and Kelley and constructed 
by laborers from the Works 
Progress Administration in 
1943. The gymnasium was re-
named the Eveland Gymnasi-
um in 1977 in honor of Ernie 
Eveland, a prominent basket-
ball coach at the high school 
from 1935 to 1958.  

The National Register of 
Historic Places is the official 
list of properties that merit 

special attention and preser-
vation, but it does not con-
fer any financial assistance 
toward that preservation. In 
general, properties must be 
more than 50 years old to be 
eligible for the National Reg-
ister. A listing places no obli-
gations on private property 
owners but may make proper-
ties eligible for some financial 
incentives.

Eveland Gym, old school get on National Register

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

It took just 10 minutes this 
week to keep the City of Paris 
in business.

That was the brief extent of 
Monday’s regular city council 
session at city hall. Bills were 
paid, salaries authorized and 
an ongoing list of repairs or re-
placements for the city water 
and sewer services approved.

However in that short time 
span several significant ac-
tions were taken. The coun-
cil agreed for the use of city 
funds in its application for 
a $256,000 return of feder-
al economic development 
funds. These were once in the 
city’s hands, but last year were 
reclaimed by the state.

These funds will be used to 
extend water and sewer util-
ities, and relocate the access 
road from state Route 133, as 
part of the expansion project 

for Agco GSI.
If there are no delays in the 

funding and purchase of an 
adjacent 40 acres, construc-
tion of a new warehouse-man-
ufacturing building should 
start this summer.

The council also authorized 
its annual PILOT (payment 
in lieu of taxes) distribution to 
some local government units. 
These payments come from 
the TIF District funds and 
represent real estate tax in-
come that was removed when 
the city obtained certain com-
mercial properties – including 
city hall, which once was a 
savings and loan bank. To-
tal repayment is slightly over 
$11,100.

The state authorizes cities 
to form TIF Districts which 
accumulate a portion of real 
estate taxes specifically for 
economic development, or 
redevelopment of run down 

buildings no longer in use.
The Fire Department was 

authorized to spend $19,430 
from its Foreign Fire Fund for 
a variety of items used at the 
city fire station. The fund rep-
resents money paid by fire in-
surance firms outside the city 
based on premiums collected 
on property inside the city.

Equipment purchases and 
major repairs authorized in-
cluded:
A Salt Dog Spreader from 

Paris Machine costing $3,200 
for the street department.
A grinder pump for the 

golf course sewer lift station 
from Wabash Valley Motor 
costing $2,112.
A skimmer pump from 

Wabash Valley Motor, costing 
$1,181, for the sewage treat-
ment plant.
An upgrade on remote 

access for the water plant lap-
top costing $2,886 from Joink 

The Paris city council holds a record quick meeting
internet.
A farm lease with Brent 

Becker for some city-owned 
land at the south edge of Paris 
was extended for 2020.

The next regular city coun-
cil meeting is 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 24, in city hall, with 
an agenda-setting meeting at 
4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 19. 
Both are open to the public.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Members of EnerStar Elec-
tric Cooperative will soon 
receive their official notice of 
the 81st annual meeting of 
members March 28, at Crest-
wood School in Paris. Within 
this notice are the candidate 
profiles and a voting ballot 
members need to elect their 
representative on the co-op’s 
board of directors. 

 “As a cooperative, EnerStar 
is owned by its members. The 
most important action our 
members can take to partici-
pate in their co-op is to elect 
their board members. These 
board members set policies 
and govern the co-op,” said 
Angela Griffin, EnerStar’s 
Vice President of Utility Ser-
vices. 

One member is elected 
from each of the co-op’s nine 
representative districts to 
form the co-op’s board of di-
rectors. These nine districts 
are divided into three voting 
districts. Each member elects 
representatives from the dis-
tricts within their voting dis-
trict. 

This year, three representa-

tive districts, one from each 
voting district, are up for 
election to three-year terms. 
Members will receive a ballot 
for their voting district only. 

In Voting District A, Rep-
resentative District 1, incum-
bent Jeff Zimmerman is run-
ning unopposed. Due to the 
retirement of board member 
Bob Staley II, two candidates 
are running in Voting District 
B, Representative District 5. 
Running in this district are 
EnerStar members Bob Ab-
ernathy and Jonathon “Thad” 
Martin. In Voting District C, 
Representative District 9, 
Adam Meehling is running 
against incumbent Dan Gard, 
Jr.

The completed voting bal-
lots, which were mailed Feb. 
12, can be returned one of 
three ways. Ballots can be 
mailed in the pre-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Survey 
& Ballot Systems (SBS). Mail 
in ballots must be received by 
March 26. Ballots can also be 
hand delivered in the sealed 
envelope to the EnerStar of-
fice by March 27 or brought 
to the Annual Meeting of 
Members March 28. 

Do not include any other 
correspondence in the ballot 
envelope such as payment on 
the electric bill.

Members are encouraged 
to call EnerStar’s Member 
Services Department at 
1-800-635-4145 with any 
questions regarding the an-
nual meeting or voting pro-
cedures. 

 

EnerStar Electric Co-op member voting
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BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

John P. Allen Field is get-
ting a major facelift, following 
action by the Paris 95 school 
board during its February 
meeting Monday, Feb. 10.

Allen Field, once home to 
the Paris Tigers football pro-
gram which moved to the new 
high school five years ago, will 
add a baseball field, a full-size 
basketball court, updated ten-
nis courts as well as a pickle 
ball court, remodeled bath-
rooms in the field house, a re-
surfaced track and a renovated 
home seating area.

The plans have been under 
study by the Paris 95 board, 
administrators, athletic director 
Mick Roberts, maintenance di-
rector Jerry Thurman and Chip 
Keys representing the Paris 
Junior League Football Asso-
ciation.

Keys and the JFL group 
have already begun their in-
kind work at the field, Roberts 
reported, with the removal of 
the old ticket booth at the main 
gate on Buena Vista as well as 
beginning work on removing 
the north and south bleachers 
on the home (west) side of 
the field. The remainder of that 
work will have to wait until the 

weather improves, he said.
Excavating work at the ten-

nis courts is well under way, 
Thurman said. There will be 
four newly renovated courts as 
well as the addition of a pickle 
ball court, he added. 

Larson said the pickle ball 
court was specifically request-
ed by local residents who play 
during the winter at The REC.

Mayo Middle School will 
now have its own baseball 
field, located east of the tennis 
courts, Roberts said. Home 
plate will be located in the 
southeast area of the field while 
centerfield will be northwest 
just off Edgar Street approxi-
mately 285 feet straightaway 
from home.

The team previously played 
at the Paris American Legion 
fields. 

Mayo principal Kyle Shay 
said the new field’s location also 
allows for the school’s physical 
education classes to utilize it as 
well as community, travel and 
local teams. Board member 
Beetle Bailey noted the public 
is also welcome to use the new 
field once it is completed.

The original intent of the ten-
nis court renovation was to also 
include a half-court basketball 
area, but that became impossi-

ble due to space limitations.
Thurman noted the area 

south of the present tennis 
courts is an area where a full-
size basketball court can be 
placed and accessible to the 
public.

Roberts reported the 
20-year-old track at Allen Field 
deteriorated quickly over the 
last couple of years and the 
long jump and other areas are 
also in need of repair. He said 
the asphalt is showing through 
in the first and second lanes 
— the most used — in several 
places.

Bailey noted the JFL, Mayo 
physical education classes and 
the Mayo boys and girls track 
teams aren’t the only ones who 
utilize the track. 

“There are a lot of people in 
the community who walk or 
run on the track,” he said.

The board previously award-
ed the contract to renovate the 
track at the January meeting. 
Roberts said work can begin 
when the weather improves 
and he has already moved the 
one home meet for Mayo track 
so not to interfere with the ren-
ovation.

The board voted to autho-
rize bids to renovate the tennis 
courts at Allen Field and con-

Allen Field is stepping up its game

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Great things are happening 
at Paris High School — and 
it’s just not in athletics, interim 
co-principal Lorraine Bailey re-
ported to the Paris Cooperative 
High School board of directors 
during their February meeting 
Monday, Feb. 10, at PHS.

Bailey and co-principal Car-
ol Jones reported school atten-
dance is at 95.9 percent for the 
entire school, “something we’re 
very proud of,” Bailey said. The 
students have an incentive to 
keep attendance at 95 percent 
or higher, she said. “We told 
them if we end the school year 
a 95 percent or higher, we’ll 
have a party on the lawn in 
May.”

Bailey also noted that the 
number of Illinois State Schol-
ars increased from three to 12. 
“It’s always a challenge for us 
because we are a cooperative 
high school and the Illinois 
Student Assistance Commis-
sion doesn’t have a way to han-
dle two districts into one high 
school.”

The complete list of PHS stu-
dents honored is Jessica Augus-
tus, Matthew Brouwer, Drew 
Cearlock, Kelsie Crampton, 
Dustin Creech, Jordyn David, 
Sydney Fox, Nathan Minnis, 
Mallory Pine, Elizabeth Rouse, 
Carlei Sapp and Sarah Wells.

The school’s WYSE academ-
ic team swept the recent com-
petition at Lake Land College, 
taking first place in their divi-
sion and qualifying as a team 
for the sectional at Eastern 
Illinois University in March. 
Eight students took individual 
awards, she said.

The PHS Winter Guard, 
directed by Zach Casad and 
Haleigh Mari, are competing 
today (Feb. 15) at the IDTA 
state finals in Springfield. The 
Paris team — competing in 
Class 2A — won first in the 

class at the Highland regional 
competition, their fifth win of 
the season in regionals.

The school’s scholastic bowl 
team is also on a roll, Bailey not-
ed, with a 41-3 record as well as 
champions of the Little Illini 
Conference. Regionals will be 
coming up soon, she said.

The Lady Tiger basketball 
team established a new school 
record for wins in girls basket-
ball, finishing the regular sea-
son 31-0, regular season LIC 
champions, champions of the 
LIC tourney, champions of the 
NAL Thanksgiving Tourney 
and champions of the Charles-
ton Holiday Tournament. The 
board congratulated the team’s 
coaches — Dave Tingley, Mis-
sy Tingley and Dan Gates — 
not only for the outstanding 
record but how the team repre-
sented the school.

“We’re doing great things 
here,” Bailey said.

In other business, Jones gave 
an update on the school’s search 
for a new math series and text-
books. She said the committee 
has been studying the samples 
and is now whittling the num-
ber to a final three. 

Jones said once the final 
three are selected, the commit-
tee will be setting up meetings 
with sales representatives to an-
swer questions. “We hopefully 
have a decision in March,” she 
said.

The board also heard:
nThe PHS cheer squad fin-

ished 11th in the IHSA state 
competition.
nJoe and Sheila Keys hosted 

the girls basketball team for din-
ner before senior night.
nCarol and Larry Jones pro-

vided pizza for the team after a 
game.
nHeard among the items 

being discussed in the Illinois 
General Assembly is property 
tax relief and school consolida-
tion.

Paris High School 
attendance rising
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considered by the school dis-
trict.

In other business, the board:
nApproved a life safety 

amendment to replace the ex-
terior doors of the school and 
transition to key fobs from 
keys.

nApproved Chad Beals as 
a volunteer boys basketball 
coach.
nHeard this weekend the 

junior high is presenting “Fro-
zen Jr.” at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts. The entire school 
attended a preview of the pro-
duction Thursday.
nHeard the district’s financ-

es are right on track.

struct a basketball court 
north of the fieldhouse.

Larson said the 1 percent 
sales tax receipts are paying 
for the projects.

The final project to be 
undertaken by the school 
district is the addition of a 
more secure entrance on 
the east side of Mayo Mid-
dle School.

Shay noted Mayo is the 
only school in the district 
that does not have a dou-
ble entrance to protect its 
students, faculty and staff. 
Presently, if someone is 
buzzed in on the east side, 
“It’s a straight shot around 
the corner to the office,” he 
said.

The proposal is to move 
the school’s main entrance 
to the east side. 

“Anyone who comes to 
the west side and requests 
entrance will be asked to 
walk to the east entrance,” 
Larson explained.

To enter the school, a vis-
itor must be buzzed in one 
door then provide a drivers 
license to be scanned once 
inside the vestibule. The 
system used by the school 
will determine if the visitor 
has any warrants, is a pred-
ator or under an order of 
protection to name a few. 
If the visitor is approved, he 
or she will receive a visitor 
tag and then report to the 
office.

The work by Midwest 
Restoration will include 
special glass and other pro-
tections. 

“We take the safety of all 
our students and staff very 
seriously,” Larson empha-
sized.

Larson said some of the 
memorials presently locat-
ed near the east door will 
have to be moved but will 
remain in the same general 
area and will be done in a 
professional and respectful 
way.

School was never easy, 
Murphy said, because she is 
dyslexic and struggled every 
year. As a 16-year-old Terre 
Haute North junior, Murphy 
became pregnant with her 
oldest child. She was forced 
to leave school, she said, be-
cause the principal of the 
school at the time labeled her 
a bad influence and poor ex-
ample for other students. He 
suggested she transfer some-
where else. “I wasn’t going to 
transfer,” she said.

Eventually living on her 
own and working, Murphy 
approached the school about 
completing her studies. Mur-
phy said she couldn’t pass the 
test for the waiver to gradu-
ate. 

“They told me if I didn’t 

DIPLOMA
FROM PAGE 1A

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Members of the Paris 95 school board congratulate Melissa Murphy, the first graduate of the dis-
trict’s new adult education program, established on Jan. 14. Pictured, from left, are Cindy Mathis, 
Tom Tuttle, Amy Isaf, Murphy, board president Kevin Knoepfel, William “Beetle” Bailey, Jamie 
Littleton, John Sanchez and Paris 95 Superintendent of Schools Jeremy Larson.

miss a day of the remainder 
of the year, I could get my di-
ploma,” she said.

Unfortunately, Murphy 
missed a part of a day and the 
principal refused to sign or 
award her a diploma. 

“He told me I got what I 
deserved,” she said.

“I always told my kids how 
important an education is 
but I felt like a hypocrite be-
cause I did not have my high 
school diploma,” she said, 
dabbing her eyes with tissues.

When the free adult ed-
ucation program became 
available she jumped at the 
chance. 

“I have a son, Devin, grad-
uating from high school this 
year and I wanted to get this 
done before he finished,” she 
said. “It was and is so import-
ant to me.”

While the Paris 95 pro-
gram offers job placement 
help, Murphy is already em-
ployed. She is the manager of 
the Dollar Tree store in Paris. 

“Melissa is just one of a hun-
dred stories like this in Paris,” 
Larson noted. “I can’t praise 

our school board enough for 
making this program avail-
able. Together we are making 
our community better.”

Rose, who represents the 
majority of Edgar County, 
has been working with Lar-
son for more than a year to 
make the Paris 95 program a 
reality. 

“Thanks to Dr. Larson for 
all of the work he put in,” 
Rose said.

The state senator was par-
ticularly interested in Mur-
phy’s story because two of 
his children are dyslexic and 
he understands her struggles 
from experience.

Others speaking during the 
ceremony were Illinois State 
Board of Education Deputy 
Superintendent Jason Helfer, 
who over sees the Center of 
Teaching and Learning. He 
called into the ceremony to 
congratulate Murphy and 
emphasize the importance of 
adult education. 

“You were willing to take 
the steps to help adults in 
your community to improve 
their lives,” Helfer said. 

REUSE THE NEWS
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Tigers 
take 4th 
in a row

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
& DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

FLORA — The Paris 
Tigers seem to be putting 
it all together right now as 
Coach Chase Brinkley’s 
team took its fourth win 
in a row with a 51-37 win 
over Little Illinis Confer-
ence foe Flora Friday.

The Tigers hit the road 
Tuesday to take on the 
Charleston Trojans at Bak-
er Gym.

PARIS 57, RED HILL 32
RED HILL — After 

taking down their Route 1 
rival Chrisman on Satur-
day and crossing state lines 
to squeeze past West Vigo 
Tuesday, the Paris Tigers 
boys team made it three in 
a row in a demonstrative 
win on the road against the 
Red Hill Salukis Wednes-
day night, 57-32. 

The rescheduled game 
from an earlier January 
cancellation didn’t deter 
the Tigers, as they have 
corrected themselves after 
a five game losing streak 
with three in a row, giving 
them a rare conference 
road win in the LIC. 

Paris Coach Chase Brin-
kley took time to recognize 
the positive mental aspect 
of the game. 

“It’s definitely easier 
when shots are falling as 
they have been for the past 
few games,” Brinkley not-
ed. “Hopefully now we un-
derstand that they are fall-
ing because we are getting 
inside out look, so those 
hosts we are taking are bet-
ter shots for us.” 

The Paris backcourt tan-
dem of Mason Hutchings 
and Garrett King scored 
half of the Tiger points, 
netting 15 and 13 respec-
tively. 

King was hot from the 
outside with two three 
pointers in the first quar-
ter, while Hutchings put 
in two scores and Jude 
Sullivan netted some free 
throws. 

Paris took their score of 
19-0 into the second with 
scores across the board 
with Conor Breneman get-
ting a three pointer. Coy 
Landrum and JR Brinker-
hoff added baskets. 

The Salukis struggled 
offensively for most of the 
game, facing a 30-16 deficit 
at halftime. For the game 
Red Hill made five three 
pointers, accounting for 
nearly half their point total. 

Hutchings had a strong 
third quarter with seven, 
with more scores from 
King. Preston Porter got 
into the scoring column in 
the fourth. 

The Salukis only man-
aged four fourth quarter 
points, as the Tigers easily 
cruised to the finish. 

“It looked like the boys 
were actually having fun 
out there and are playing 
for one another, and I love 
seeing that,” Brinkley said. 
“We also have been de-
fending and rebounding 
much better. Hopefully we 
can continue to do the little 
things that have helped us 
get these wins.” 

See PARIS, Page 10A
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TCT takes championship
Titans take care of Neoga 65-42 in regional final; headed to Casey sectional Monday

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

NEOGA — The Tri-Coun-
ty Titans made easy work of 
the Neoga Lady Indians in 
the IHSA Class 1A regional 
Thursday, Feb. 13, downing 
the hosts 65-42.

With Thursday’s win, the 
Titans (26-5) will move on to 
the Casey-Westfield sectional 
, playing in the semifinals at 6 
p.m. against Brownstown Co-
-Op. Brownstown defeated 
Cowden 42-29 to advance to 
the sectional. Tip time is set 
for 6 p.m. at Casey-Westfield 
High School. 

A win Monday will move 
the Titans into the sectional 
title game. There it would be 
a matchup against the winner 
of the Altamont-Mowequa A 
& M game scheduled at 7:30 
p.m. Monday. The section-
al title game is set for 7 p.m. 
Thursday at Casey.

The number seven ranked 
Titans hoops squad have won 

14 straight going into the tital 
game, the Titans were looking 
for their fifth straight regional 
crown.

Thursday’s blowout was 
also TCT’s 15th straight win 
against Neoga team which 

fought back from a huge defi-
cit against Windsor/Steward-
son-Strasburg to win their 
semifinal game.  

Tri-County used their 
swarming pressure attack to 
keep Neoga off-balance to 

roll to the 65-42 win punch-
ing their ticket to the round 
of round f 32 in the IHSA 1A 
tourney.

The Titans went on an 11-0 
run early in the first quarter 
after giving up the first basket 

of the game using that pres-
sure defense to end the frame 
with 18 points.  

Of those points, 14 came 
from the combination of Tay-
ler Barry and Bella Dudley — 
who each netted seven points.  
The Indians finished with six 
to give Tri-County an 18-6 
lead.

Barry continued to go to 
work in the second quarter 
with her defense and shoot-
ing, notching 12 more points 
as part of a huge 26 point 
quarter.  

The Indians managed to get 
some transition buckets off 
of rebounds and steals in the 
second, going to the inside 
game more tallying 14 — but 
the Titans held a 44-20 lead at 
halftime.

Tri-County kept the pedal 
to the metal in the third quar-
ter as Barry added 13 more 
points leading the Titans to 
17 in the stanza.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titans rolled to a 65-42 win over Neoga Thursday to take their fifth consecutive 
Class 1A regional title. The win moves TCT into the round of 32 and into the Casey-Westfield sec-
tional, facing Brownstown Co-Op at 6 p.m. Monday.

See TITANS, Page 10A

TCT 
splits 
games

Chrisman, Flora, 
West Vigo, Red Hill
all fall to Paris

LADY TIGERS TAKE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a big first step but the Paris Lady Tigers took control and rolled to a 71-46 win over the Sullivan Lady Indians Friday in 
the IHSA Class 2A regional at Sullivan High School. The Lady Tigers will host the sectional beginning Monday when they face 
St. Joseph-Ogden at 7:30 p.m., preceded at 6 p.m. by Teutopolis vs. Tolono, which upset Bismark-Henning Friday.

Sectionals, here we come!

BY DAN DUNDAS & JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

SULLIVAN — That’s one game 
down, five more to go.

The Paris Lady Tigers disposed of 
the Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46 to take 
the Class 2A regional championship 
and take the first step towards — hope-
fully — a trip to the state tournament.

The Lady Tigers — now 33-0 — are 
now in the top 32 in their class in the 
state — but it’s no secret Coach Dave 
Tingley’s squad wants more. 

“We wanted to get back home to 
play in the sectional,” Tingley said fol-
lowing the game. “As many Paris fans 
made the trip over here on a Friday 
night, we want to pack the gym Mon-
day for the sectional.”

Paris fans weren’t the only ones in 
the stands. Also present was the entire 
Teutopolis girls team — who’ve al-
ready lost twice to the Lady Tigers.

One of the “bulletin board” quotes 
circulating in Paris circles is a state-
ment made by a couple of T-Town 
administrators/coaches. It seems the 
Lady Wooden Shoes have never lost to 
a team three times in one season.

If Paris and T-Town both win in the 
sectional semis Monday at PHS, we’ll 
find out if they will be good on their boast.

The battle between speed and size 

in the Sullivan Regional championship 
went to the way of the Paris Lady Ti-
gers Friday night, as they disposed of 
the host Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46, 

to take in their first regional champi-
onship since 2017. Also making an ap-
pearance eight days after a rough look-

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a welcome sight for Lady Tiger fans when Karrington Krabel returned to the 
Paris starting lineup for the regional championship game Friday at Sullivan. Krabel 
injured her ankle in the senior night game against Lawrenceville and was unable to 
play in the Altamont or Marshall games. She scored 13 points in the title game.

Lady Tigers return home to 
face St.Joe in IHSA Class 2A 
sectional semis Monday

See CHAMPS, Page 11A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 
Tri-County boys’ basket-
ball team used a strong 
finish late, including a go-
ahead three-point shot 
from CJ Eackle, to beat 
visiting Cerro Gordo/Be-
ment 66-63 on Tuesday 
night. 

The first quarter saw 
CGB start the game on a 
7-0 run with five points 
coming from Connor 
Moore. The Titans first 
points came around the 
3:32 mark on a three-point 
shot by CJ Eakle, which 
started rally that included 
buckets from Mitch Pol-
lock and Cole McClain as 
Tri-County trailed 10-8 to 
end the opening period. 

The scoring for both 
teams cranked up in the 
second quarter as the 
Broncos took their lead to 
18-11, finishing with 22 
in the quarter. However, 
the Titans got an offensive 
boost as Eakle found open-
ings in transition to score 
six points while Pollock 
and McClain chipped in 
four point each, leading to 
a 32-28 deficit at halftime.

Tri-County kept its mo-
mentum going in the third 
quarter by utilizing the 
three-point shot as Eakle 
hit two and McClain add-
ed one of his own. One of 
Eakle’s three-point shots 
came with 2:25 left to go 
giving the Titans their first 
lead of the game at 40-38. 
The Titans scored 18 in the 
stanza to take a 46-40 lead. 

Both teams went shot 
for shot in the fourth 
quarter as Eakle hit two 
free-throws late to give the 
Titans a 63-60 lead. The 
Bronco’s Moore let the 
ball go behind the arc and 
drained the open three-
point shot with 38.5 sec-
onds left to tie the contest 
at 63-63. 

The Titans then set up 
the final shot, going from 
wing-to-wing until finding 

See TCT, Page 10A
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Mary Lou Wright
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Brad Tucker
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Justin Wood
John Tingley
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Bill & Cody Keys
Rowe Pioneer Seed
Steve Sheehan
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Trent Simpson
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Herrington Transportation
John Saxton
George Cox
Brock Dahlin
Goose Creek Guns
Bill George
Blake Gough
Sturgell Farms
Phipps Farms Inc

2020 Edgar County Pheasants Forever Banquet

Bobby Tague
Nutrien Ag Solutions  
    - Kansas
Mike Hogan
Bart Sherer
Merle Clark
Guyer Farms
Thompson Thrift
Tim Marucco
Prospect Bank 
-Eric Volkmann
Marty Adams
Brad Eastham
Russ Camp 
Max Lindsey
Dave Cornwell
John Yeley
Dr. Chuck Ellington
Templeton Funeral Home
Walkabout Trucking
Dirt Poor LLC
Larsson, Woodyard & 
Henson LLP
Illini FS
Longview Bank
Precision Collision
Cheesewright Farms
Nick Gough
Jeff Halloran
Midwest Restoration Inc
Burnside Farms
Gough Farms
Kevin Ingram
Ben Lueken
Scott Patchett
Pool’s True Value Ed Pool
Trogdon Farms
Myer Services LLC
Chad David
Susan Saxton

Mark Gladding
    - Country Financial
Jim Blue
Tim Keys
Schmitt Family Tree Farm
Rhode Heating/Amana 
    Heating & Cooling
Ingrum Waste Disposal
Stewart & Carroll 
    Funeral Home
Smith Bros Farms
Edward Jones Christian & 
    Granville Colvin
Sassy to Classy Johna Todd
Simply Sarah Creations
Edgar County Sportsman Club
Edgar County Locker
Andrews At the Westbrook
NAPA of Chrisman
Olde Barn Sporting 
    Clays Oakland
R&J’s Liquor
Prospect Bank
Lori’s Pins and Needles
Kitchen Seed Company
Hair by Kenzie
Larkfield Glass
McDaniels Catering
Kirchner Building Centers
Lot 50 Brewing
Country Financial 
    Dan  Phipps
Pools Service Star
Edgar County Hunters 
    Safety
Rural King 
Paris Feed & Animal Health
Knights Insurance
McCrocklin Building & 
    Remodeling 

The Edgar County Pheasants Forever would like 
to thank Longview Bank for donating the Marlin 

Model 60 for the Youth Gun.

We would like to thank ourWe would like to thank our

Sponsors             Sponsors             
      DonorsDonors  &&  

VFW Aux 3601 Buffet Meal
DONATION ONLY

Thursday, Feb. 20, 2019
5-7 p.m.

Ranch Chicken 
Beef & Noodles

Ham
Mexican Chicken

Chicken Macaroni
Variety of vegetables & sides

Drinks included
Desserts will be $1 extra

All donation proceeds goes to 
Danville V.A. - Veterans Homeless Homes

Neoga tried to keep the 
pace, but could only muster 
10 points.

The Titans went into the fi-
nal eight minutes with a com-
manding 61-30 lead — and a 
running clock.

With the game in hand, 
the Titans called on their re-
serves as Tri-County scored 
only four points while Neoga 
added 10 more points.

Tayler Barry finished with 
a game-high 27 points while 
adding six rebounds and 
five steals in the attack. Bel-
la Dudley had 15 points and 
five assists in the win.

Olivia Titus had 13 points 
for the Indians while Audrey 
Ramert added 11 points in 
the loss.

TCT 80, MARTINSVILLE 37
NEOGA — The Tri-Coun-

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

PARIS
FROM PAGE 10A

PARIS 54, WEST VIGO 52 (OT)
WEST TERRE HAUTE- 

While talking to West Vigo 
athletic director Kenny Pear-
son prior to the start of the 
matchup between the Vi-
kings and the Paris Tigers on 
Wednesday, he stated that his 
team may have a poor record 
but they have been in every 
game.

Eakle open at the top of the 
key. Eakle launched a 21-
foot shot that found the bot-
tom of the net for three with 
3.1 seconds left, giving the 
Titans the lead and victory 
at 66-63.

The Titans were 23-56 
overall and 7-13 from the 
line. CJ Eakle finished with a 
game-high 25 points - 15 of 
them from three-point range - 
while Cole McClain added 17 
points. Mitch Pollock ended 
with 13 points. Tri-County 
hit 13 three-pointers on the 
evening out of 26 attempts.

The Broncos were 23-66 
overall and 8-10 from the 
line. Connor Moore had 24 
points - 18 of those from 
three - while Connor Brown 
added 15 points and Jessee 
Quick had 13 points. CGB hit 
nine three-pointers out of 24 
attempts. 

CERRO GORDO 53, TCT 50
Before the thrilling win 

over the Broncos, Tri-County 
fell in a heartbreaker 53-50 to 
host Okaw Valley. 

The Titans went shot-for-
shot with the Timberwolves, 
eventually taking a 42-40 lead 
after three quarters. Despite 
the late advantage though, 

TCT
FROM PAGE 10A

ty girls basketball team 
won its regional semifinal 
contest over Martinsville 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 11, 
80-37 to advance to the re-
gional title game. 

The Lady Titan athlet-
icism was apparent from 
the opening tip, jumping 
out to a 24-7 lead after the 
opening quarter. 

The Blue Streaks were 
never able to get any closer 
to Tri-County, which won 
the contest by 43 points. 

Three Titan players 
reached double figure.s 
Tayler Barry led the way 
with 21 points. Bella Dud-
ley added 19 points and 
Melia Eskew had 13 points, 
eight steals and five assists. 

Kaylenn Hunt, who 
was playing her first game 
back after suffering an an-
kle injury two weeks ago, 
grabbed in six rebounds.

The Titans were with-
out the services of Kaylin 
Williams, who was out 
with a broken right clavi-
cle suffered in the regular 
season finale against Blue 
Ridge.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Junior League winding down
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The 2019-2020 Junior 
League basketball season is 
winding down with the annu-
al City League Tournament 
not far off.

PANTHERS 35, HAWKS 13
The Hawks struggled ear-

ly scoring as the Panthers 
rolled to a 12-6 lead after the 
first quarter. The Panthers 
extended their lead to 23-9 
at halftime before going on a 
6-0 run throughout the third 
quarter, eventually winning 
35-13. 

Sean Dunn led the Pan-
thers with seven points. 
Bryson Brown scored six 
points and Carter Delashmit 
had five points. Karic Mason 
and Storm Miller each had 
four points. Luke Stuck and 
Caiden Vice each had a buck-
et while Dawson Rogers had a 
free throw.

Madox Hutching led the 
Hawks with four points. Pais-
ley Reed had three points 
and Emma Kraemer, Alivyah 
Lankster and Brody Bishop 
each had a bucket.

BEARS 40, EAGLES 20
Although the Bears held 

an 8-4 lead at the end of the 
first quarter, the Eagles fought 
back to hold the Bears to just 
a two-point lead at halftime.

The third quarter power of 
the Bears was just too much 
for the Eagles as they took a 
25-12 lead heading into the 
fourth quarter, winning the 
contest 40-20. 

Conner Little led the scor-
ing attack for the Bears with 
11 points. Charlie Ford, Park-
er Sanders and Nathan Fon-
ner each had six points. Ga-
briel Roush finished with five 
points and Carter Breeding 
had four points. Aiden Law-
son scored two points. 

The Eagles were led by 
Carson Throneburg with six 
points. Hunter Quinn, Lane 
Tessman, and Parker Sivert-
son each had four points 
and Logan Gerberding had a 
bucket.

COLTS 32 LIONS 13 
The opening quarter was 

dominated by the Colts as 
they outscored the Lions by 

13 and held a comfortable 
14-1 lead. Although the Colts 
were only able to add two 
more points during the sec-
ond quarter they maintained 
a 16-5 advantage.  The Colts 
returned to the court after the 
half and chalked up 10 points 
while holding the Lions to 
four points for a 26-9 lead. 
The Colts added six points 
and the Lions added four 
points, losing to the Colts 32-
13.

Sixth grader Dylan Flores 
had a tough afternoon with 
14 points in the books for 
the Colts. Skyler Sweet added 
eight points and Braylon Mills 
put six points. Trey Wheeler 
and Owen Jones were each 
good for two points. 

Drew Kirby led the Li-
ons with four points. Brody 
Quinn, Jarrel Hallom, Alli-
son Wyrick and Mack Kuglin 
each had two points. Cash 
Kuglin had a free throw. 

TIGERS 27 CARDINALS 21
After the opening quarter 

the Tigers and Cardinals were 
knotted at 6-6. 

The Cardinals struggled 

with scoring during the sec-
ond period as Chance Chaney 
was the only player successful 
on the board with two points. 

Fourth graders Levi Bart-
ley and Briar Good each had 
four points for the Tigers, 
giving them a 14-8 lead at 
halftime.

The Cardinals outscored 
the Tigers in the third quarter 
to tie the game at 16-16 head-
ing into the fourth quarter. 
Brayden Rogers turned up 
the heat for the Tigers during 
the final period and the Ti-
gers walked away with a 27-
21 win.

Brayden Rogers led the 
Tigers with seven points and 
five of those coming in the 
fourth quarter. Garret Rig-
don, Levi Bartley, Briar Good, 
and Brody Whitaker each had 
four points. Macy Bicknell 
and Caison Whitaker each 
had two points. 

Carter Crippes was the 
leading scorer for the Cardi-
nals with 10 points followed 
closely by Dylan Lucas with 
nine points. Chaney add-
ed another bucket for two 
points.

After watching the Ti-
gers(11-15) and the Vi-
kings(5-13) battle it out in 
the Green Dome, that point 
was validated. Paris was able 
to escape with a 54-52 win in 
overtime after blowing a lead 
late in the fourth quarter.

The hot shooting for the 
Tigers carried over from the 
Chrisman game on Saturday 
as the visitors hit four 3-point-
ers in the first period to grab 
a 20-15 lead. That lead shrunk 
to just one point as the Tigers 
held a 30-29 lead at the half.

All of the offense that was 
on display in the first half 
slowly disappeared as each 
team struggled to find the 
bottom of the net in the sec-
ond half. Paris led by as many 
as 11 points in the fourth 
quarter, but some poor shot 
selection by the Tigers al-
lowed the Vikings to tie things 
up at the end of 32 minutes of 
action. Paris’ leading scorer 
Mason Hutchings was held 
scoreless in regulation, but he 
scored all seven points in the 
extra period to secure the win 
for the Tigers.

For the second straight 
game Garrett King led the 
Tigers offensively with 
22 points, including the 
game-winning assist to 
Hutchings in overtime. Jude 
Sullivan also reached double 
figures with 14 points(10 in 
the second half). Hutchings 
had seven points after sitting 
much of the game with foul 
trouble. Zach Farnham had 
five points, JR Brinkerhoff 

had four and Coy Landrum 
finished with two.

The Tigers will travel to 
Red Hill for a makeup contest 
with the Salukis on Wednes-
day night.

PARIS 72, CHRISMAN 56
CHRISMAN — To say 

that Roger Beals Court at 
Chrisman High School was 
the hottest spot in Edgar 
County lSaturday night , Feb. 
8, would be an understate-
ment.

With the weather feeling 
a bit more like winter than 
had previously been the case, 
the Chrisman Cardinals and 
the Paris Tigers had no trou-
ble heating the place up with 
some torrid shooting. 

When the nets had finally 
cooled down, the Tigers de-
feated the Cardinals by the 
score of 72-56 to capture the 
Edgar County Shrine trophy 
once again. The point total 
for the Tigers eclipses their 
previous season-high by nine 
points. Chrisman falls to 3-21 
on the year while the Tigers 
improve to 10-15.

Paris knocked down six 
three-point baskets in the 
contest, something Coach 
Chase Brinkley was happy 
about. 

Junior Layne Smith of the 
Cardinals knocked down sev-
en threes by himself — includ-
ing five in the first half. Each of 
Smith’s shots got a little fur-
ther from the basket with the 
third of three-in-a-row coming 
from well beyond the volley-

ball line on the court.
While Smith was supplying 

the home team with plenty 
of firepower, fellow junior 
Garrett King was carrying the 
Tigers on the offensive side of 
the court. 

King scored six straight 
points for the Tigers in the 
opening period, pushing the 
visitors out to a 24-16 lead at 
the first break. 

The Tigers outscored the 
Cardinals 21-13 in the second 
quarter to grab a 16-point 
lead at 45-29 at intermission. 

Chrisman outhustled and 
outplayed the Tigers in the 
third quarter and at one point 
trailed by just eight point-
sthanks to an 18-12 run.

The Paris defense shut the 
door on the Cardinals in the 
fourth quarter, holding the 
hosts to just nine points in the 
period to take the win.

King led all scorers in the 
game with a career-high 25 
points. Mason Hutchings sat 
much of the first half with 
foul trouble, but still managed 
to finish with 12 points. Jude 
Sullivan and JR Brinkerhoff 
added nine points apiece, 
Conor Breneman had six, 
Zach Farnham had five, and 
Preston Porter added four to 
round out the scoring for the 
Tigers.

Smith led the way for the 
Cardinals with 23 points, fol-
lowed closely by Nik Eddy 
with 18. Porter Hale had 10, 
Cole Webster 3, and Pierce 
neuman added two for Chris-
man.

Okaw Valley turned on a 
13-2 run to go ahead with 
just under 60 seconds left in 
regulation. 

A flurry of made Tri-Coun-
ty three-point shots pulled 
them back within striking 
distance but proved to be too 
little as the Titans fell 53-50. 

The Titans went 20-49 
overall and 4-9 from the line. 
Cole McClain led the way 22 
points, three assists, and three 
steals. Clayton Pardi had one 
of his best games of the sea-
son adding nine points, four 
rebounds, and two assists. 
Mitch Pollock had six points 
and eight rebounds and Jack 
Armstrong added five points 
and ten rebounds. CJ Eakle 
finished with eight points and 
three rebounds in the loss.
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OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY    11 A.M. – 9 P.M.11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

SpecialsSpecials

Cheeseburger, FriesCheeseburger, Fries  
& Drink  & Drink  $5.50

Specials start Sunday
Footlong Hot Dog   Footlong Hot Dog   $2.00

Month of February
Happy Hour 7-9 p.m.

½ Price Fries, Cheeseballs & Shakes
Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili

Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!
(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Edgar County Pheasants Forever and the 
community appreciates 

All of your local support.
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      

The Edgar County Pheasants Forever 
would like to thank Prospect Bank for 
their generous donation of a Benelli 
Ethos 12 Gauge to our annual banquet.  

Pictured with Prospect Bank President & 
CEO Eric Volkmann and gun winner Travis Hibschman

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-844-262-9750

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

Exclusive Off er – Redeem By Phone Today!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

PLUS!

ADDITIONALLY

NOTICE
OF

EARLY VOTING

GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION
MARCH 17, 2020

Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts 
for the General Primary Election will be 

conducted Feb. 6 through March 16, at the 
Edgar County Courthouse,

115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL,
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

Any vote cast is final and may not be revoked; 
and the voter will not be eligible to cast a vote 

on Election Day, March 17, 2020.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433

CHAMPS
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looking right ankle injury was 
senior wing Karrington Kra-
bel, who toughed out minutes 
and made some tough shots. 

Tingley noted the leader-
ship he has is not only invalu-
able, but has been building 
through the program. 

“The gut and grit that KK 
(Krabel)  played with, it was 
a difference maker for us,” a 
happy Tingley said after the 
title game Friday. “Sarah Isaf 
was almost automatic for us 
in the first half and really sta-
bilized us.”

Tingley said one of the 
things that makes him most 
happy is the work the team 
put in during the spring and 
summer.

“I think back to older 
players whose leadership 
rubbed off on these girls who 
are seniors now.,” Tingley 
said.”Their leadership this 
year has been fantastic. This is 
a program win, because it has 
building toward that.”

Sullivan was one of the 
bigger teams Paris has seen 
over the course of the year, 
and the Lady Indians took ad-
vantage defensively, altering 
shots in the paint early in the 
game, and jumping out to a 
quick early lead, before three 
pointers from Jenna Gates 
and Maddy Rigdon put Paris 
up 11-7. Sullivan fought back 
for the lead with a three-point 
foul play. A big spin move in 
the paint a three pointer sec-
onds before the buzzer from 
Sarah Isaf left Paris up 16-12. 

Three point shooting was 
the goal for Sullivan but they 
went zero for eight on their 
first half attempts, allowing 
Paris to finally get out and run 
the floor. Another three and a 
drive from Isaf made it 23-16 
almost halfway through the 
second, but possible trouble 
for the Lady Tigers arose as 
offensive catylyst Jenna Gates 
went to the bench with three 
minutes remaining with foul 
trouble. 

“The game we played was 
how we wanted to play it, even 
with Jenna being stuck on one 
of their bigger players, our 
ability to adjust on the fly was 
no problem, as Sarah handled 
her the rest of the game”. Paris 

pressed on with an Isaf basket 
and a tough three point foul 
play from Krabel to make it 
30-20 with 1:30 left. 

Up 32-20, Paris extended 
their lead with some more un-
selfish fast breaking passing to 
open the third. Sullivan finally 
started to cut into the double 
digit deficit with a banked in 
three pointer, but Paris con-
tinued scoring in transition 
most of the quarter. Paris got 
baskets from almost every 
starter not named Sarah Isaf, 
as both teams slowly built 
up fouls that would slow the 
game down in the third. 

Up nearly twenty at 50-19, 
Paris scored their first eight 
points off of eight straight free 
throws in the fourth quarter, 
six of which came from Mad-
dy Rigdon. Their strong free 
throw shooting helped keep 
Sullivan at bay, as they went 
21 for 27 for the game-an al-
most 80% clip. Sullivan began 
to pressure Paris in the latter 
stages of the fourth, but the 

Lady Tigers responded with 
some ball control weave ac-
tion, that eventually lulled the 
Lady Indians to sleep and re-
sulted in some open backdoor 
layups for Paris. 

Paris strong showing from 
the line, combined with only 
commiting seven turnovers 
was an exact recipe for suc-
cess. “The girls were a little 
anxious to start, but we now 
know that’s what each game 
is going to be like with the 
atmosphere and electricity 
on both sides. It’s all the more 
reason we were looking to get 
back home in the sectional 
round next week.  T-town 
came as a team to watch to-
night, because they are antic-
ipating meeting us next week, 
and that just ups the ante for 
our third game. 

“If you haven’t come out 
yet, you will not see the en-
ergy these girls play with, 
you won’t see it anywhere 
else. You’re going to see our 
brand of basketball, and see 

it in really important games.” 
Paris hosts St. Joe-Ogden in 
a rematch of an earlier in sea-
son game in the second game 
of the Paris Sectional at 7:30  
p.m. Monday night. 

PARIS 37, MARSHALL 8
SULLIVAN — For the 

third time this season, the 
Paris Lady Tigers and the 
Marshall Lady Lions faced 
each other on Wednesday 
evening. This time though, 
the stakes were much higher.

In the semi-finals of the 
IHSA Class 2A Sullivan Re-
gional, the Lady Tigers de-
feated their rivals to the south 
by the score of 37-8. 

Even though the outcome 
was never in doubt, the Lady 
Tigers managed to win de-
spite one of their worst of-
fensive performances of the 
season. 

Playing without senior 
swing player Karrington Kra-
bel, the Lady Tigers struggled 
on the offensive side of the 
court. However, their defense 
was stellar and carried them 
to the victory.

After one quarter of play, 
the Tigers held a 12-2 lead 
and stretched that to 26-2 at 
the half. After adding 11 more 
points in the third period, the 
Lady Tigers failed to score in 
the fourth with the clock run-
ning due to a 30-point lead.

Leading the way offensive-
ly for the Tigers was Sarah 
Isaf with 19 points and seven 
rebounds. Madyson Rigdon 
followed with 10 points, sev-
en rebounds, and three steals. 
Jenna Gates added six points 
and six assists, and Katelyn 
Littleton added two points, 
two rebounds, and two steals. 
Paris made just four-of-16 
from three-point range in the 
game.

The Lady Tigers will face 
Sullivan for the Region-
al championship on Friday 
night at 7 pm for the right to 
advance to the Paris Sectional 
on Monday evening.

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

Senior Kelsie Crampton (25) has been an anchor for the Lady 
Tigers all season both on defense and rebounding. Crampton 
was among the Lady Tigers seniors honored on Senior Night on 
Feb. 7 at PHS. Her name was inadvertently left out of the story 
of the evening. The Prairie Press regrets the error and is happy 
to make the correction.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — Survival is the most im-
portant skill in the Daytona 500.

NASCAR’s season opener 
is a three-hour, white-knuckle 
thrill ride in cramped quarters 
at 200 mph that’s as much about 
finding holes and help than hav-
ing speed and handling.

The fastest car rarely wins and 
has as good a shot at ending up 
in the junkyard as victory lane.

It’s why little-known Michael 
McDowell has nearly as many 
top-10 finishes at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway as stars Dale 
Earnhardt Jr., Kevin Harvick and 
Jimmie Johnson since the famed 
track was repaved in 2010.

McDowell is far from the only 
fluke. A look into recent top-10s 

at Daytona highlights the unpre-
dictable nature of superspeed-
way racing and gives hope to 
every driver in the 40-car field.

“To finish first, you must fin-
ish, right?” veteran driver Clint 
Bowyer said. “You’ve got to 
get there. Literally the hardest 
thing to do is get to the end of 
that race with all four of your 
fenders on.”

Thirty years after Derrike 
Cope notched arguably the 
most improbable win in Day-
tona 500 history, the track has 
reached new heights — more 
of a “who’s that” scenario than 
a who’s who of auto racing run-
ning up front at the end.

“Think about the way it was 
when I first started, what you 

had to overcome handling, 
slipping and sliding around 
and a gutsy move,” said the 
40-year-old Bowyer, who is 0 
for 14 in “The Great American 
Race” and winless in 28 Cup 
Series starts at Daytona. 

“Now it’s survival. You’ve 
got to survive,” he said. “You’ve 
got to figure out how to find 
that hole that’s a safe hole that 
you can survive and make it to 
the end.”

McDowell, Chris Buescher, 
Matt DiBenedetto, AJ All-
mendinger, Ty Dillon and Erik 
Jones are among those with 
more top-10s at Daytona than 
Kyle Larson, who is considered 
one of NASCAR’s most com-
plete and capable drivers.

NASCAR’s guessing game: 
trying to predict Daytona 500
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A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Sales and Service of:
Snow & Ice Removal Equipment

PARIS MACHINE
Hometown Service Since 1944

parismachine@frontier.com

Machine Shop - Steel Sales, Welding & 
Repair, Hydraulic Hoses & Cylinder Repair

Phone: (217) 465-3360 • Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133 • Paris, IL 61944

Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING Diesel Repairs.
723 E. Crawford St. • Paris, IL

            (217) 463-500(217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, 
PO BOX 333 • Paris, IL

Estate, Moving, Downsizing, 
& Going Out of Business

“Complete Liquidation Services”

ESTATE SALES LLC

(217) 251-5871 / (217)-264-1725
lanee.pfeiffer@gmail.com

Specializing in  
TAG SALES

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

GOPHER POOLSGOPHER POOLS

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Offering Pool Openings, Pool Closings, 
Service on Automatic Covers, Heaters, 

Liner Replacements, and Spas.

Above Ground, Inground Pools 
& Spas

• Professional Janitorial
Cleaning Products & 

Equipment
• Paper Products

D-ID-I  SUPPLYSUPPLY

www.d-isupply.com 
2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

(217) 465-8484

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

Get the most out 
of your 

tax return.
Tax preparation for a 

variety of needs, including:
• Individual
• Corporate 
• Partnership

• Not for Profit
• Trust and 
   Estates

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors, and vinyl tile.
We also do professional carpet cleaning.

Rick:  217-232-0506
Austin: 217-808-0504
Colten: 217-232-0504

750 West Illinois, Rt. 16, Kansas, IL 61933

Extraordinary Land Auction-Edgar County, IL
435 Acres of Outstanding Hunting Woodlands & Productive 

Farmland Offered in 5 Tracts

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.

A Sportsman’s Paradise! Whitetail Deer Heaven! 
Quality Tillable Acres! Open Tenancy! 

Auction Location: 
Edgar County 4-H Building in Paris, IL

Friday, March 6th – 
10 AM Central

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

safety tax  can also be applied to 
pay bonds sold to either build 
new or repair.

Staffing applies to more than 
hiring corrections officers.

“Our goal is to get the opera-
tion of the sheriff’s department 
where it needs to be,” said 
Voigt. “It’s not just the jail. We 
need deputies. We have a defi-
cit in deputies and corrections 
officers.”

Edgar County has only four 
road deputies to provide 24-
hour coverage, and previous 
discussion has revealed the 
county pays both deputies 
and corrections officers less 
than their counterparts earn in 
neighboring counties.

The county cannot use the 
tax for anything other than 
safety matters, nor can it bor-
row from the safety tax to help 
other funds.

THE HARD NUMBERS
Edgar County is not sav-

ing money by having the jail 
closed. People that are arrested 
and can’t post bond or those 
sentenced to jail must be held 
in custody so the county is 
paying three other facilities to 
house local inmates.

Voigt said the bill just for 
keeping people in other jails 
was almost $45,000 in Decem-
ber and the amount for January 
was not available at the time of 
the interview. That cost does 
not include the expense of pay-
ing corrections officers and the 
transportation for taking local 
arrests to the other jails and 
shuttling them back and forth 
for numerous court appear-
ances.

Based on the December 
bill, the county is on the hook 
for an estimated $850,000 this 
year just to house inmates if the 
jail does not re-open. In con-
trast, the original budget for 
the jail operation was $624,340 
and that amount factors in hav-

ing two corrections officers on 
each shift.

Those numbers are a big 
jump from past years. In 2017, 
the department’s budget was 
$1.158 million with $324,436 
for the jail; 2018 – $1.178 mil-
lion with $323,078 for the jail; 
and 2019 – $1.299 million and 
$386,688 for the jail.

It is important to note the 
numbers for 2017, 2018 and 
2019 did not include having 
two corrections officers on 
duty at all times and a jail ad-
ministrator as required by the 
state for facilities housing more 
than 25 inmates, which the Ed-
gar County Jail did frequently, 
and often had more than that 
number.

“We as a county weren’t 
doing what we needed to do,” 
said Voigt. “One officer on 
duty couldn’t adequately pro-
tect himself or the prisoners. 
We couldn’t guarantee the 
safety of the jailers or the pris-
oners.”

He added while the public 
assumes the condition of the 
building is the big problem, 
and DOC and the insurance 
company have concerns there 
also, the bigger issue for the 
inspectors was the lack of staff, 
the lack of policy and the lack 
of oversight.

“The old structure is not 
meeting current guidelines,” 
Voigt said. “The physical part 
of the building is not easy to 
correct, but it can be done eas-
ier than changing the culture.”

Steps are ongoing to get the 
jail reopened. The county hired 
an experienced jail adminis-
trator and improvements to 
the lighting, electrical service, 
plumbing and heating and ven-
tilation systems are in progress 
as part of the SmartWatt ener-
gy/cost saving project.

“We’ve taken it some steps 
further with things that are not 
part of SmartWatt,” Voigt said. 
“We’ve built new showers that 
don’t leak, cut away and put in 
new concrete where one show-

er was leaking and we are going 
to paint the walls with prime 
coating, which is like an epoxy 
floor covering.”

The prime coat, he said, will 
make the space brighter, make 
the jail easier to clean and also 
make it harder for inmates to 
vandalize the walls.  

HERE’S THE FINANCIAL RUB
Edgar County has bud-

geted $1,005,000 in revenue 
from property taxes based on 
a tax rate of 27 cents on the 
hundred. That is not the coun-
ty’s only source of revenue as 
there are sales taxes and other 
fees for a total of about $4.8 
million.

The sheriff ’s department 
budget takes nearly one-
fourth of the county’s total 
budget and all of the land-
based tax revenue. The funds 
left over are used for the other 
offices – county clerk, treasur-
er, circuit clerk, supervisor of 
assessments, probation, state’s 
attorney, public defender, Ed-
gar County Emergency Ser-
vices and Disaster Agency and 
the animal shelter. Those ex-
penses include employee pay, 
pension payments, health in-
surance premiums, office sup-
plies, utilities, maintenance of 
buildings and other related ex-
penses. In addition, the coun-
ty is paying toward the court-
house bell tower restoration 
and more than $500,000 in 
other debt.

The state is supposed to re-
imburse some of those expens-
es but reimbursements are not 
regular causing cash flow prob-
lems. Part of the $4.8 million 
the county’s expected revenue 
includes borrowing $500,000 
in tax anticipation warrants to 
deal with cash flow problems. 
That is money that must be 
paid back, with interest, and 
does not help the financial pic-
ture.

Voigt stressed neither the 
local property taxes nor the 
proposed safety tax generate 

SAFETY TAX
FROM PAGE 1A

enough money on their own 
to properly operate the sher-
iff ’s department and the jail. 
Having both will go a long 
way to correcting the prob-
lems that exist now, improving 
services and meeting future 
needs.

LEARN MORE
Two public meetings are 

planned to provide first-hand 
information about the safety 
tax. County board members 
will be available to discuss 
need and answer questions at 
5 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 20, in 
the basement meeting of Pros-
pect Bank, using the northwest 
door. The other meeting has 
a tentative start time of 7 p.m. 
March 2, also at the bank. 

“The idea of having them 
at different times is so people 
who have different schedules 
can have a way to attend,” said 
Voigt.

He added it is important cit-
izens be informed about this 
issue since early voting is un-
derway now for the March 17 
primary.

Finding more money for the 
sheriff’s department and jail 
operations is necessary to get 
the jail re-opened.

“We can’t stop doing things,” 
said Voigt.

The board approved 
$2,400 toward Illinois Vir-
tual High School next year 
with the money used to pay 
up to 80 percent of the class 
expense. Following the vote, 
board president Leslie Hen-
ry offered a further thought 
to administrators.

“If we have a lot of stu-
dents and the need goes 
above that amount, come 
back to the board and we 
will look at it again,” Henry 
said.

A lighting upgrade to the 
high school gym by switch-
ing over to an LED system 
was approved. The project 
has a cost of $18,927, but 
that amount can be reduced 
by an Ameren rebate of 
$2,537. Acklin estimated a 
seven-year payback period 
through reduced electric 
consumption because of the 
LEDs’ efficiency.

The final phase of a heat-
ing, ventilation, air condi-
tioning improvement at the 
grade school was autho-
rized. The cost is $48,693, 
although Acklin said the 
project may qualify for the 
state’s 50 percent School 

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

Maintenance Matching Grant. 
If it is selected for the grant, this 
district is responsible for half of 
the cost and the state reimburs-
es for the remainder.  

Acklin reviewed the county’s 
school facility tax, noting the 
Chrisman school district has 
received $267,714 from the tax 
during the previous 28 months. 
The tax is collected on certain – 
not all– retail sales.

“That’s been a pretty good 
source for taking care of our 
building needs,” said Acklin.

Some of the money was 
spent on building needs and 
about $180,000 is available 
to help pay for things like the 
gym lighting upgrade and the 
elementary school HVAC im-
provement.

The roof on the junior high 
school building is a future ma-
jor expense. Acklin said the roof 
needs evaluated to determine if 
it can wait for the district to save 
enough money through the 
facility tax, or if it will need re-
placed sooner than the money 
can be set aside.

He reminded board mem-
bers the facilities tax can also be 
used to pay bonds.

“I know this board is reluc-
tant to take on indebtedness,” 
said Acklin. “I’m not pushing to 
borrow, but it is possible.”
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A breakfast like this Blueberry Apple Crisp Smoothie Bowl is full of protein and fiber to fuel the body and start the morning 
off right.

Recipes for all-day nutrition
FAMILY FEATURES 

From cereal and milk to yogurt and 
fruit to broccoli and cheese, combining 
dairy with plant-based foods creates a 
superfood power couple that can help 
ensure you and your family are getting 
the nutrients you need any time of day. 

With the rise in popularity of plant-
based diets, dairy can help optimize 
nutrient absorption from plant foods 
and provide additional nutrients like 
high-quality protein, calcium, vitamin 
D and vitamin B12. We can create deli-
cious meals with the nutrition needed 
while enjoying the best of plants and 
dairy.

Combining dairy and plant-
based foods can be easier with these 
dairy-powered recipes from Milk Means 
More. They are ideal for creating a nu-
tritious and delicious plan for every 
meal throughout the day. Start with a 
Blueberry Apple Crisp Smoothie Bowl 
in the morning then build out lunch or 
dinner plans around an appetizer like 
this traditional Middle Eastern Labneh 
Spread with grilled pita bread and as-
sorted veggies. For the main course, try 
Lentil Tacos with Tangy Guacamole 
and a classic Moroccan staple, Creamy 
Couscous with Broccoli, Tomatoes and 
Cheese, on the side.

Find more recipes that combine the 

LABNEH SPREAD
Jenn Fillenworth of Jenny with the Good 
Eats

Ingredients
12  ounces whole milk Greek yogurt
1/8  teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
2  tablespoons olive oil
1 pinch sea salt, for garnish
fresh herbs, for garnish
pita bread, grilled
assorted seasonal vegetables

In bowl, mix Greek yogurt, salt and 
lemon juice.

Transfer mixture to fine mesh strainer 

lined with cheesecloth.
Wrap mixture in cheesecloth and strain 

over bowl in refrigerator 24-48 hours. 
Strain longer to make thicker.

Once thickened as desired, remove from 
cheesecloth and top spread with olive oil, 
sea salt and fresh herbs.

Serve with grilled pita bread and assort-
ed seasonal vegetables.

BLUEBERRY APPLE SMOOTHIE BOWL
Rachel Gurk of Rachel Cooks

Ingredients
1 cup frozen blueberries
2 cups apples, roughly chopped, reserving 
2 tablespoons for topping
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup plain, non-fat Greek yogurt
1 cup spinach
pure maple syrup, to taste
ice cubes (optional)
2 tablespoons oats

1 teaspoon pure maple syrup
1 tablespoon pecans, chopped
2 tablespoons reserved chopped apples
fresh blueberries

In blender, blend blueberries, apples, 
cinnamon, yogurt and spinach until 
smooth. Taste and add maple syrup, to 
taste. If thicker mixture is desired, add 
ice cubes.

Pour into bowl. Mix oats with maple 
syrup. Top smoothie mixture with oats, 
pecans, apples and blueberries.

See RECIPES, Page 9B

At the January World Eco-
nomic Forum in Switzerland, 
President Trump announced 
his support for the Trillion 
Tree initiative. 

He is certainly no tree hug-
ger, and will not use the term 
climate change but this is a 
painless position with no dam-
nation from any fuel industry. 
At the State of the Union he 
again stated his support, which 
was one of his bigger bipartisan 
applause lines 

A trillion trees is huge. That 
is a thousand-thousand-million 
trees requiring 25 billion acres 
or enough to cover every acre 
in Illinois 6,000 times. Besides 
beautifying the landscape, trees 
produce oxygen, filter air pollu-
tion, stop soil erosion and bind 
up carbon dioxide. However, 
they only average removing 13 
pounds of CO2 per year with 
a peak of 50 pounds per year 
about their 10th year. 

Planting a trillion trees could 
remove 6.5 million tons of 
carbon each year. This helps, 
but we’re producing 10 billion 
tons of CO2 from fossil fuels 
per year so without action to 
reduce CO2 output it will do 
little to catch up.

Scientists are getting better 
data on how much carbon 
dioxide is in the atmosphere, 

how it varies and how much it 
is increasing.  The Atmospheric 
Infrared Sounder Satellite 
(AIRS) has been in operation 
for 20 years. By monitoring in-
frared light reflecting from the 
Earth, the satellite gets accurate 
measures of CO2 concen-
tration in the middle of the 
troposphere or from about 2 to 
6 miles above the surface. The 
satellite data shows a steady 
increase in concentration. 

The graphs correlate well 
with observed weather pat-
terns. Over the last 20 years the 
general trend is increasing but 
seasonally there is a saw-tooth 
pattern. The concentration in-
creases in winter and decreases 
in summer. The instrument 
is sensitive enough to reflect 
the impact of plant growth in 
spring and summer taking car-
bon out of the atmosphere but 
in the fall when plants die, the 
carbon concentration climbs 
quickly. 

AIRS’ orbit covers the entire 
globe with changing angles. 
The low latitudes near the 
equator do not show seasonal 
changes while the mid-lati-
tudes have significant changes 
from summer to winter. The 
poles do not show much 
change from vegetation, but 
they do register far higher CO2 

levels due to polar concen-
tration. For some of the same 
reasons fluorocarbons concen-

trated near 
the poles, so 
does carbon 
dioxide.

Carbon 
dioxide is 
heavier than 
average air 
molecules 
with relative 
weights of 44 
for carbon 
dioxide, 32 

for oxygen and 28 for nitrogen 
molecules. The CO2 stays aloft 
through Brownian motion, 
the same as smoke particles. It 
is like a room full of children 
keeping a balloon in the air by 
tapping it each time it comes 
near them headed for the floor. 
The gas molecular collisions 
can bounce CO2 back up, 
however it takes time to reach 
the middle of the troposphere.

The wind patterns over 
the globe are complex from 
earth rotation and variation 
between land and water. The 
overall pattern is cold air sinks 
at the poles, moves along 
the surface toward the warm 
tropics, rises near the equator 
and circles back to the pole at 
high elevations. In the process, 

it carries CO2 along and the 
concentration near the poles 
is far higher than the average, 
which is already increasing. 

This is a double threat 
because the poles are a fragile 
system and the increased con-
centration is having a stronger 
impact on the ice-covered 
poles. The average temperature 
increases are showing 5 to 
6 degrees when globally the 
increase in the last hundred 
years is closer to 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The greenhouse 
gasses have rapidly accelerated 
melting near both poles.

New data just released 
in the last couple months is 
disturbing. Climate models 
predicted changes in the ocean 
currents from warmer polar 
temperatures, more violent 
storms and stronger winds. 
Faster ocean currents aniticpat-
ed for 50 years from now have 
been found already in the most 
recent reports. 

Carbon dioxide concentra-
tions near the poles are causing 
more rapid ice melt, faster sea 
level rise and stronger tropical 
storms than predicted by most 
models. The danger with ocean 
currents is they are not only 
surface flows of water but there 
is a return path where cold 
water reaching lower latitudes 

sinks and returns to the poles 
moving along the ocean floor. 
This is causing a faster turnover 
of deep ocean water and shut-
ting down one of the planet’s 
best carbon traps where cold 
deep ocean water keeps CO2 
dissolved the way a cold soda 
keeps the fizz trapped. Ocean 
currents are often referred 
to as a conveyor belt moving 
water of different temperatures 
around the globe and carrying 
dissolved materials with it.

An ocean current shock just 
uncovered in the last couple 
of months is a strong flow of 
warm water current moving 
underneath the Antarctic Pine 
Island shelf glacier. This is the 
same region setting records for 
air temperature above. Being 
warmed from both sides the 
rate of ice-melt is increasing 
and a record-size iceberg just 
broke to float out into the sea 
where it will melt quickly. 

The initial break was about 
116 square miles of ice. For 
comparison purposes, that 
is about the same size as the 
Island of Malta, or a little bit 
less than the Atlanta metropol-
itan area. Subsequent fractures 
have fragmented the original is-
land-sized iceberg into separate 
pieces. As a result, the rate of 
sea level rise is now expected to 

accelerate faster then predicted. 
Insurance companies will be 
monitoring this change closely 
to integrate into their actuarial 
tables for figuring insurance 
rates. 

The new sea level rise num-
bers are higher by 3 to 5 inches. 
The new projections call for up 
to 31 inches of sea level rise by 
2060 in some regions. Florida 
has 8,500 miles of valuable 
coastline and Miami is the 
world’s most vulnerable coastal 
city. In the next two decades, 
sea level rise, storm surge and 
winds will chew away at Flori-
da’s $1 trillion economy, a new 
report warns. State officials are 
planning for sea walls, and to 
start raising roads to get above 
flooding. The costs make any 
immigration border wall pale 
in comparison. 

A common question is how 
much of the changes we are 
seeing are due to changes in 
solar output and three new re-
search initiatives are seeking to 
find an answer. The new Solar 
Telescope in Hawaii has started 
a 22-year detailed study of the 
sun’s surface with continual 
monitoring of accurate energy 
output through two sunspot 
cycles.  

The Parker Solar Probe 

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Latest evidence: climate change accelerating faster than expected

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

Life’s experiences can 
deal sudden changes to 
family members. 

My dad, 
age 91, 
was in a 
hospital. 
Victim of 
a stroke. 
I was 
spending 
nights at 
his side so 
my moth-
er could 
sleep at 

home. He was slowly and 
quietly improving day by 
day in Room 320.

Two doors distant in 
Room 318 was a different 
story. The guy in that 
room jabbered with few 
letups all day and all night. 
He was unconscious in 
bed, stirring and flailing, 
calling out with a loud 
voice. Everyone on third 
floor could hear the 
chatter.

“Ginger,” he appealed, 
“Oh, Ginger. Ginger, hon. 
I want you. Please hear 
me, Ginger.”  This sort of 
talk continued on and on.

I concerned myself with 
my dad. He had problems 
of his own. It was none 
of my business what was 
happening in 318. I as-
sumed the gentleman was 
lingering his last days on 
his deathbed. I felt sorrow, 
knowing but for the grace 
of God, that could be me 
in his bed, calling out 
futilely in agony.

The nurses called him 
Pack. I had no knowledge 
of his medical diagnosis. 
He looked maybe 50, per-
haps 60. Not exactly old, 
but perhaps suffering from 
a brain disorder, definitely 
talking insanely out of his 
head. Poor fellow.

Next night Pack was 
still rambling, “Ginger, 
oh Ginger. I need you, 
Ginger. Oh, please Ginger. 
Hear me, Ginger.”

While my dad was rest-
ing I asked a nurse about 

Who was 
Ginger?

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 2B

“Middle school is about 
lunch.”

That line, in an essay full 
of thought-
provoking 
lines, 
jumped 
out at 
me. I was 
reading 
“The 
outsize 
influence 
of your 
middle-
school 
friends,” in the Atlantic, 
adapted from Lydia 
Denworth’s new book, 
“Friendship: The 
Evolution, Biology, and 
Extraordinary Power of 
Life’s Fundamental Bond.”

My kids are in fifth and 
eighth grades — both 
grades considered middle 
school in Chicago Public 
Schools — and the article 
jumped out at me as both 
parenting guidance and, 
maybe, insight into why 
our own middle school 
relationships can loom 
large, even decades later.

I remember attending a 
workshop for moms and 
middle school daughters 
two years ago, organized 
by author and educator 
Michelle Icard, which led 
attendees through various 
exercises aimed at keeping 
us connected during the 
complicated years ahead.

At one point, Icard asked 
the moms to whisper in our 
daughters’ ears the name 
of someone who made 
our lives miserable during 
middle school. None of us 
hesitated. Then she asked 
us to whisper the names 
of someone who made 
our lives wonderful during 
middle school. Again, no 
hesitation.

Her point was to remind 
us what a lasting impact 
middle school can have and, 

The power 
of middle 
school 
friendships

See STEVENS, Page 9B
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Check, credit & debit card accepted or come by the office!
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for digital?for digital?

DIGITAL ONLY   $34.99 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216



2B |  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2020    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netFROM PAGE 1B, NEWS

The alley and our Drive-up 
window are now OPEN.

We would like to thank all our loyal customers 
and others affected by the alley closing for 

their patience and  understanding.

We would especially like to thank:
• Jim Bennett and the First 

Christian Church New Building Committee
• The City of Paris

• Bell & Bell Demolition
• Our staff, especially our delivery men:
Jeremy, Chad, Dan, Calvin, Phil, and Greg

Thank You Paris,  Steve and Dustin

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL

(217) 465-8455
   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.

Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD
Jackie Owen, PharmD

OPENOPEN
THE ALLEYTHE ALLEY

  ISIS

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Fri 02/21:
Meatloaf, twice 
baked potato 

casserole,
choice of salad

& roll
Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 

sandwiches, soup and salad(s).
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 

(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
Always 

Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

 

Wed 02/19
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 02/20:
Pulled pork 
sandwich,

baked beans,
coleslaw or 

garden salad

SpecialsSpecials

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Crestwood PTO

Saturday, March 14  
 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

in the Crestwood Gym
15601 US Hwy 150 - Paris

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and handling 
fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 
24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier 
Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT 
Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored 
burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are 
connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The multinational cast of Up 
with People is headed to Paris. 

Up with People (UWP), 
which has toured more than 
73 countries around the world 
during the last 55 years, is per-
forming two shows at 7 p.m. 
Aug. 28-29 at the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts. 

Proceeds from ticket sales 
benefit the PCOFA’s Oversight 
Committee, which strives to 
enrich the local culture, provide 
opportunities for future growth 
and Celebrate the Arts with live 
and diverse experiences for all 
to enjoy, participate and share.

While in Paris between Aug. 
24-31, the Up with People cast 
will spend time participating in 
approximately 1,000 hours of 
volunteer service to benefit the 
Paris and Marshall communi-

ties as well as live with local host 
families. 

Beginning in June, Up with 
People will be recruiting fam-
ilies to host international cast 
members during their stay in 
Paris. Early hosting applica-
tions are being accepted.

Best known for high-en-
ergy, upbeat, family-friendly 
entertainment, the cast of 100 
participants representing 17 
countries will visit dozens of 
communities throughout the 
United States, Europe and 
Mexico on a five-month world 
tour. 

“Our newest production, 
‘Live On Tour,’ is designed 
to share our vision of a more 
hopeful, trusting and peaceful 
world,” said Up with People Se-
nior Vice President Eric Lentz. 
“The show features entertain-
ing pop medleys, internation-

al dances and original UWP 
songs that will inspire people 
to make a positive difference in 
their communities.”

Experiencing the show and 
hosting cast members are not 
the only ways to get involved. 
Local youth between the ages 
of 17 and 29 can apply to trav-
el in future programs. Several 
Paris natives — Doug Hasler, 
Nancy Hasler Gregg and Noah 
Tretter — have performed 
with previous Up With People 
casts.

Up with People’s visit to Par-
is is sponsored by The Joe & 
Nila White Hasler Foundation 
in association with the Paris 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Marshall Chamber 
of Commerce. Tickets to the 
benefit performance will be 
available at www.upwithpeople.
org/Paris. 

Those interested in hosting 
or learning more about the pro-
gram are encouraged to contact 
Hayley Lutz at hlutz@upwith-
people.org.

Up with People is a global ed-
ucation organization empow-
ering young people to be pos-
itive agents of change in their 
communities and the world. 
Through a unique blend of 
music, social action and inter-
national travel, the cast impacts 
communities while providing 
youth the knowledge and ex-
perience they need for today’s 
complex global environment. 

Up with People has been 
breaking down cultural barriers 
and enhancing understanding 
to help create a more hopeful, 
trusting and peaceful world for 
more than 50 years. 

Learn more at www.upwith-
people.org.

Up with People coming to Paris in August

HRC AND ALTRUSA TALK

Special to The Prairie Press

Executive director Jonathan Burns of the Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties (HRC) is pictured at the 
February Altrusa meeting with Altrusa Dolly Parton Imagination 
Chair Elaine Fayhee, left, and club president Melinda Randolph. 
The two organizations work together with the local book-gifting 
project. Burns spoke at the Link Art Gallery about the upcoming 
transition of some HRC services and offices to the new Paris 
Community Hospital building under construction adjacent to 
the hospital.

Pack. “Who is Ginger?”
“I don’t know,” she said. “No 

idea. Couldn’t be his wife. He’s 
always been a bachelor.”

For a few minutes she and 
I talked. We wondered if he’d 
had a girlfriend. Maybe he 
regretted not marrying her. 
Maybe he’d wronged her and 
sought forgiveness. Possibly 
he’d loved her and knew he was 
about to expire. Could it be he 
sought her loving arms for a 
last good-bye?

In short time, my father was 
able to ride home. I wondered 
every day about Pack. A few 
days later, one of his relatives 
bumped into me on the 
sidewalk, a cousin to be exact. 
Naturally, I asked her about 
Pack, fully expecting her to say 
he’d died. Either that or he was 
still babbling while becoming 
weaker each day. Her answer, 
however, took me by surprise.

“Pack is home,” she smiled. 
“He lives with his brother.”

She went on to say three 
ministers took turns, devoting 
an entire day at Pack’s bedside. 
They prayed diligently on his 
behalf. His benign brain tumor 
gradually shrank and com-

pletely disappeared on X-rays 
in four days. The doctors called 
it an unexplainable miracle.

“Wonderful news,” I said, 
but please tell me the identity 
of Ginger. “That’s all I heard for 
three nights – Ginger this and 
Ginger that.”

Every family member had 
been curious, too, and inquired 
about Ginger. The medical staff 
added their own questions. We 
had all been curious.

“Pack didn’t know,” was the 
answer. “He didn’t remem-
ber during his slumber. He 
couldn’t recall ever knowing 
anyone named Ginger during 
his entire life. He accused the 
nurses about making up the 
story teasingly.”

The doctor explained to 
her that delirious talk while in 
a coma can seem real to the 
patient. Pack was living in a 
different world. Behavior like 
that often happens to accident 
victims.  

Pack recovered miraculous-
ly, much to everyone’s delight, 
but he was up a stump to 
explain the identity of Ginger.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday Feb. 6, with 12 peo-
ple weighing in and staying 
for the meeting. The group 
had a weekly loss of 8 pounds 
and gain of 3 ½ pounds with 
a net loss of 5 ½ pounds. 

Club members recognize 
were: Sandy Randall, TOPS 

TOPS groups meet together
weekly best loser; Saundra 
Preston, KOPS best losers; 
and Janet Embry, the best 
exerciser.  

Sue English gave a pro-
gram about “Be Proud Out 
Loud.”

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the 
Highland Manor Commu-
nity Room, with weigh-ins 
beginning at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
Visitors and new members 
are always welcome and 
more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, with 14 
members weighing in and 
13 attending the meeting.

Club members recog-
nized were: Myndy Woo-
ten, TOPS weekly los-
er; Judy Ferris and Pam 
Waller, three-week losers; 
Sharon Phillips, top walk-
er; and Verna Smith, top 
exerciser.

Verna Smith’s program 
was “Make Your Chapter 
Great.”

TOPS #IL 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church, with weigh-in 
from 5-5:45 p.m. The 
meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
More information is avail-
able by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-0953

finished its first pass through 
the sun’s upper atmosphere in 
November and will make 22 
more passes over the next few 
years to get within 4 million 
miles of the surface. 

Last weekend was the 
scheduled launch of a joint 
NASA and European Space 
Agency mission putting a 
probe in orbit over the sun 
to collect detailed magnetic 
field data originating from 
the poles and assess the 
changes through sunspot cy-
cles. In the next two decades, 
scientists will have more 
detailed information on just 
how solar output variation 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

aligns with weather chang-
es on Earth. 

Twenty years is a long 
time to wait for final proof. 
Current models are being 
updated, but they already 
show devastating environ-
mental changes by 2050. 
To put that in perspective 
2050 is exactly the same 
distance ahead as 1990 
is behind us. The clock is 
ticking.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He 
is the technology and curric-
ulum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him 
at sullivant@shiloh1.us)
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Keeping up with death
America struggled to bury the dead fast enough during the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

As a terrifyingly lethal in-
fluenza virus swept across 
the globe between 1918 and 
1920, history’s deadliest pan-
demic claimed the lives of ap-
proximately 50 million people 
worldwide and 675,000 in the 
United States. Nearly 200,000 
Americans died from the Span-
ish Flu in October 1918 alone, 
making it the deadliest month 
in the country’s history.

With cremation an un-
common practice at the time, 
the sheer number of bodies 
overwhelmed the capacity of 
undertakers, gravediggers and 
casket makers to keep pace 
with the arduous task of bury-
ing the dead. At the same time, 
a prohibition on public gather-
ings that included funerals and 
wakes compounded the pain 
of many grief-stricken families 
who could not properly mourn 

the loss of their loved ones.
Nancy K. Bristow, a Uni-

versity of Puget Sound history 
professor and author of “Amer-
ican Pandemic: The Lost 
Worlds of the 1918 Influenza 
Epidemic,” said the United 
States was caught unprepared 
for the outbreak partly because 
advances in bacteriology made 
many Americans believe they 
could control infectious dis-
eases.

“This is not what Americans 
in 1918 expected to occur,” she 
said. “An enormous number 
of people died very quickly, 
particularly on the Eastern Sea-
board where the flu struck first, 
and they didn’t have an oppor-
tunity to prepare in any way.”

The mass mortality led to 
macabre scenes. Red Cross 
nurses in Baltimore reported 
instances of visiting flu-ravaged 
homes to discover sick patients 
in bed beside dead bodies. In 

other cases, corpses were cov-
ered in ice and shoved into 
bedroom corners where they 
festered for days.

Inundated undertakers 
stacked caskets in funeral home 
hallways and even in their liv-
ing quarters. In New Haven, 
Connecticut, six-year-old John 
Delano and his friends played 
outside of a mortuary, scaling 
a mountain of caskets piled on 
a sidewalk, unaware of the con-
tents inside. “We thought—
boy, this is great. It’s like climb-
ing the pyramids,” he recalled. 

Cemeteries struggled to 
handle the soaring death toll. 
With gravediggers absent from 
work—either because they 
had contracted the flu or were 
afraid they would—grieving 
families were sometimes forced 
to excavate tombs for their 
loved ones. In New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, 15 workhouse in-
mates were handed spades and 

picks to dig graves under the 
watchful eyes of guards. In Bal-
timore, city employees were 
called into emergency duty 
as gravediggers while soldiers 
from Fort Meade were pressed 
into service to bury a three-
week backlog of 175 bodies at 
Mount Auburn Cemetery.

Casket companies, already 
busy supplying coffins for 
the thousands of doughboys 
killed in World War I, could 
not keep up with the demand. 
Facing a desperate shortage 
in the nation’s capital, District 
of Columbia Commissioner 
Louis Brownlow hijacked two 
train cars filled with 270 cof-
fins bound for Pittsburgh and 
rerouted them to the city hos-
pital under armed guard. 

Gravediggers at Boston’s 
New Calvary Cemetery were 
spotted dumping corpses out 
of caskets into graves so the 
coffins could be used again. 

The War Industries Board or-
dered casket makers to manu-
facture only plain caskets and 
immediately cease production 
of all fancy trimmed and couch 
and split panel varieties. It lim-
ited casket sizes for adults to 
5 feet, 9 inches and 6 feet, 3 
inches.

The worst horrors were 
seen in Philadelphia where the 
number of deaths approached 
1,000 a day at the pandemic’s 
peak. Entire neighborhoods 
were draped in crepe that 
was mounted on front doors 
to mark deaths inside. Civic 
leaders recruited the J.G. Brill 
Company, a streetcar manufac-
turer, to construct thousands 
of rudimentary boxes in which 
to bury the dead, while desper-
ately needed coffins arrived in 
the city under armed guard.

Five hundred bodies 
crowded the city morgue, 

See PANDEMIC, Page 4B

 BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Theodore Roosevelt was 
one of the best presidents in 
American history, and one 
of the most boisterous. But 
a double tragedy on Valen-
tine’s Day in 1884 left Roos-
evelt shellshocked.

In a horrific twist of fate, 
Roosevelt’s first wife and 
mother both died Feb. 14, 
1884 — in the same house 
in New York City. 

A family friend recalled 
the losses left Roosevelt in 
a dazed, stunned state. Try-
ing to recover, Roosevelt 
spent the next two years in 
present-day North Dakota, 
raising cattle on his ranch 
and also serving as a deputy 
sheriff. 

Though robust as an 
adult, Roosevelt was a sickly 
child, but his determination 
helped him gain strength 
and led to an education at 
Harvard. He graduated 21st 
of 177 in the Class of 1880.  
Early in his junior year, he 
met Alice Hathaway Lee, 
a cousin and neighbor of a 
classmate. 

The couple announced 
their engagement Valen-
tine’s Day 1880, and they 
were married the following 
Oct. 27, his 22nd birthday. 
Roosevelt wrote in his diary 
that, “my happiness now is 
almost too great. I am liv-
ing in dreamland. I wish it 
could last forever.”

The young couple 
moved into the home of 
Roosevelt’s mother, Mar-
tha, in New York City, and 
he enrolled in Columbia 
University’s law school. 
However, he lasted only a 
year before dropping out 
to run for the New York 
legislature in 1881. Roos-
evelt won, and he and Alice 
moved to the state capital 
of Albany.

By 1883, they were 
expecting a child, and 
she moved back into her 
mother-in-law’s home. 
Roosevelt was increasingly 
consumed with the legisla-
ture, and after a visit back 
to New York City, left for 
Albany Feb. 11 despite the 
fact that his wife, now near-
ing delivery, was ill. His 
mother was also bedridden 
with a severe cold. 

A baby girl was born 
the next day, Feb. 12, and 
named after her mother. 
Roosevelt received a tele-
gram informing of the joy-
ous news and requested a 
leave of absence to begin 
later that day. 

The telegram, however, 
offered no word of com-
plications from the birth, 
which were substantial. 
Drained of strength, Alice 
Roosevelt momentarily 
held the baby, kissed her, 
and, in the words of one 
account, “collapsed into an 
exhausted slumber.”

A few hours after the tele-
gram of the birth, Roosevelt 
received a second telegram, 
calling for him to return to 
New York City immediate-
ly. He arrived in New York 
by rail early on Feb. 13 and 
proceeded straight to his 
mother’s home, where his 
brother exclaimed, “There 
is a curse on this house. 
Mother is dying and Alice is 
dying, too!”

Alice Roosevelt was in 

Roosevelt’s 
wife, mother 
both died on 
Valentine’s 
Day of 1884

See ROOSEVELT, Page 4B

HISTORIC HOTEL WHERE LINCOLN STAYED STILL STANDS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Barnett Hotel as it looked when Lincoln stayed there. The building still stands on the top of the hill in Grandview and is 
a private home. The people are identified as Dan Whitcher, Shelby Green and Mary Ellen Redmon Green, and the photo was 
taken when the house was known as the Redmon-Green home.

During our travels 
throughout North America 
we have encountered many 
memora-
ble events. 
It includes 
the small 
such as 
prairie 
dogs to the 
enormous 
such as 
whales and 
every-
thing in 
between. 

This includes many 
scenes that took place 
over a 40-year period of 
time and from as far away 
as Alaska and Canada, 
to the plains of the north 
and western states to the 
Smokey Mountains. These 
episodes were possible 
because our family used 
a camper as an important 
part of just getting to where 
these events took place. 

Let’s start in the 1960s 
when our girls were young 
and Junior wasn’t around 
yet and travel to the 
Smokey Mountains in our 
first camper. We visited a 
waterfall, which required a 
five-mile hike and when we 
got back to the camp-
ground we could not get to 
our camper for a drink and 
a snack because there were 
three black bears in our 
campsite. 

One was sitting at our 
picnic table examining 
what we left there. They 
were sniffing and pawing 
around looking for goodies 
to eat. We had a cooler and 
a water jug on the table and 
a couple of folding chairs 
sitting close by. It was a 
mother and two cubs who 
even tried out sitting in the 
chairs and the steps of our 
camper, but they couldn’t 
get in our truck camper or 
the truck itself. Lucky for 
us we had the windows all 
closed. 

A few of the other camp-
ing people around told 
us the bears were raiding 
the campground in search 
of food and to just wait a 

The wild 
animal 
scene

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

Many of the first major roads and 
villages of Edgar County in its found-
ing years are different than what we see 
today. 

As settlers needed roads in the 
1830s to get to Paris and other import-
ant cities such as Vandalia, the state 
capitol, Chicago, a growing center of 
commerce, and Charleston in Coles 
County, paths had to be established. 

Many inns sprung up along the way-
side at appropriate places. In the 1840s, 
Abraham Lincoln stayed at several of 
them, which we today think of as being 
significant. Back in those days there 
were not hard surface roads and as the 
traffic increased the roads were rarely 
fit for easy travel. 

Bloomfield was a town north of Paris 
and at times it was hard to get a stage-
coach through because of the ruts and 
mud. The Tremont House sprang up 
in that town laid out about 1830 and 
it had sleeping quarters, meals and 
a change of horses to pull the stage. 
A story told by Jonathan Gaines, the 
father of Mrs. Henry Woodyard, is 
about how one day he was hauling 
wood to Paris and stopped at that inn 
and his feet were almost frozen. This 
was around 1850 and Lincoln saw his 
plight and rubbed snow on his feet and 
stayed near to watch over him until he 
recovered. 

To help travelers, one method was 
laying logs on the thoroughfare and 
covering them with dirt. Later im-
provements were gravel roads and the 
gravel was hauled for several miles be-
cause larger streams of water had better 
gravel. It was found local gravel from 
nearby creeks had too much silt and 
washed gravel was much better. This 
was a time before the railroads were 
laid out in the county and roads were 

important.
Another important route was cross-

ing the Wabash River near Terre Haute, 
and the pioneers made their way west 
crossing Sugar Creek and going up the 
hill to what later became Elbridge and 
heading on west to just north of Nev-
ins and then heading southwest along 
Big Creek. The road went on west and 
crossed through Grandview as it was 

Important byways of old Edgar County

Special to The Prairie Press

The old Wayside Inn painted by W. E. Perisho. The inn was built in 1839 on the 
Springfield Road just west of Paris and was a place Lincoln visited. Nancy Land 
once lived there and made the picture available to the Edgar County Historical 
Society.

See ROADS, Page 4B
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while and they would be gone, 
especially if we didn’t feed 
them. I didn’t get a picture 
because the camera was in 
the camper so no pictures to 
authenticate the story, but they 
finally left and we then relaxed 
and got a drink.

The next adventure 
takes place a year or so later 
when we camped in Teddy 
Roosevelt National Park 
in western North Dakota. 
We had driven around that 
day looking for a herd of 
bison, and we could not get 
close enough to see them or 
take a picture. We camped 
near the middle of the park 
and enjoyed a good night's 
sleep. Lo and behold, we 
finally found what we were 
looking for walking through 
our campground, moving 
from the river out to graze 
on the rolling hills. He was 
one gigantic old bull bison 
headed for his lookout on the 
hill. I guess we were in his 
regular daily migration path 
and the campground was just 
a shortcut. I didn’t get a good 
picture of him because it 
wasn’t safe to go outside. The 
ranger at the park said we just 
happened to be on the edge 
of the campground this lone-
some rogue bison considered 
his main highway. 

Now let’s travel to Alberta, 
Canada, for a close hand 
look at a large wolf, at least 
Rosie did. It was in Elk Island 
Provincial Park that I decided 
to take a picture of a harmless 
little, but different kind of 
duck, so Rosie went on ahead 
a little ways. When we both 
got back together she said, 
“Guess what just greeted 
me on the path when I went 
around a curve and there he 
was a very large gray wolf who 
was large and tall enough to 
look at me eye to eye.”

She explained he was only 
15 feet away and he looked 
right at her, she remembered 
she had heard not to look a 
wild animal right in the eye 
because they consider it a 
challenge. So she didn’t try 
to stare him down and very 
slowly she started backing 
around the bushy corner and 
according to her the wolf just 
stood right in one place when 
she left him.

I got a nice picture of a 
duck, but what would have 
happened if I had been with 
Rosie? So we went back 
around the corner and all I 
could see was some kind of 
animal high-tailing it into the 
woods. Rosie admitted a little 
later she was pretty scared, 
but she also said, “Maybe he 
was as scared as I was.”

Anyway we got into our 
camper and as we slowly 
drove down the park road, 
we saw a large black shape 
headed right at us and it was 
moving fast with his head 
down like he was going to 
ram us. I floored the gas pedal 
until I knew I was out of the 
way. I wonder if he was a 
huge old rogue wood bison 
who are known for their size 
and maybe for their stupidity 
at trying to ram a truck, but 
he acted like he was deter-
mined to do it.

When we got to Fairbanks, 
Alaska, we were warned that 
just because we were in a big 
city by Alaskan standards the 
moose thought they had the 
right of way, and they were 
big enough, with huge ant-
lers, so I didn’t want to tangle 
with one. One evening, or 
morning, it was hard to tell in 
the land of the midnight sun 
one of our fellow campers 
was chased by a young bull 
moose. His traveling partner 
took a picture with his friend 
just keeping out of reach of 
the moose. 

Finally, our neighbor evad-
ed the moose by making a 
quick right turn and squeezed 
between two camp trail-
ers. The moose went right 
straight down the road to the 
end of the campground and 
out of sight. I am still not sure 
if the man enjoyed the race 
because in the picture he had 
a smile on his face whether 
the moose did or not, but I 
bet he did too.

I really didn’t get to the 
prairie dogs or the whales 
because that is another story, 
or to the mother bear looking 
for her cubs, but I do have 
the pictures. It seems we just 
don’t have those kind of var-
mints around here so it’s nice 
to have a picture or two. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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An 1870 map of old Edgar County with the important roads 
shown in red and towns and inns marked with black dots.
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growing and winding along un-
til it crossed the Coles county 
line and ended up in Charles-
ton by way of Hitesville. 

Grandview was also an 
important stopping place for 
visitors and Lincoln knew the 
stage stop in that community 
as the Barnett Hotel. 

A mile west of Nevins, pio-
neer Hall Sims established an 
inn known mostly by the sign 
he posted out front. It read 
“The house of internment for 
man and beast.” The family of 
Hall Sims shortened their last 
name from Symmes to Sims, 
but we still have Symmes 
Township named after him. 

Matt Wayne, originally 
from Paris, established a road-
house south of Catfish Creek 
and had a license to sell liquor. 
In that 1830 era, he sold whis-

key to the travelers for 12 ½ 
cents, a meal for 18 ¾ cents, a 
night’s lodging for 12 ½ cents 
and if he boarded the horse 
for a night, 17 ½ cents. He 
evidently did well because he 
later went to Wisconsin a well-
to-do man. There was also an 
inn about three miles west of 
Paris, of which a picture still 
exists. Phil Winans formerly 
lived there.

Another forward-looking pi-
oneer, Robert Shields, arrived 
east of Logan in Brouilletts 
Creek Township in 1837. A 
better road was being built in 
that area so he tried to establish 
a village named Brouillettsville, 
but it never amounted to any-
thing although it can still be 
found on some maps. 

Much of this information 
comes from the Beacon News, 
May 23, 1928 written by Dr. 
Floyd Davis, a prolific writer of 
historical events. 

which had a capacity for only 
36 corpses. The city scram-
bled to open six supplementa-
ry morgues and placed bodies 
in cold storage plants. Some 
Philadelphia residents were 
unceremoniously tossed into 
mass graves that were hol-
lowed out by steam shovels.

“They were primarily poor-
er and immigrant residents, 
so there’s a class aspect as the 
well-to-do were more likely to 
secure the rites of passage into 
death in a way that poorer and 
more recent arrivals were less 
able to,” Bristow says.

The scenes in Philadelphia 

appeared to be straight out 
of the plague-infested Mid-
dle Ages. Throughout the 
day and night, horse-drawn 
wagons kept a constant pa-
rade through the streets of 
Philadelphia as priests joined 
the police in collecting corps-
es draped in sackcloths and 
blood-stained sheets that were 
left on porches and sidewalks. 

Bodies were piled on top 
of each other in the wagons 
with limbs protruding from 
underneath the sheets. The 
parents of one small boy who 
succumbed to the flu begged 
the authorities to allow him 
the dignity of being buried in 
a wooden box that was used 
to ship macaroni instead of 

wrapping him a sheet and hav-
ing him taken away in a patrol 
wagon.

Public funerals and wakes 
were banned in cities includ-
ing Philadelphia and Chicago. 
Iowa prohibited public fu-
nerals and even the opening 
of caskets. Exceptions were 
made only for parents or wives 
identifying soldiers before 
burial—and even then, they 
could only open the caskets if 
family members covered their 
mouths and noses with masks 
and refrained from touching 
the body.

Locally, the Paris city coun-
cil not only banned public 
funerals and closed schools 
but also forbid regular church 

services or any events where a 
crowd might gather. These ex-
treme measures lasted for only 
a brief time.

“In many communities, 
processing the loss of loved 
ones entails a series of rituals 
and rites and laying a person 
to rest in a respectful way,” Bri-
stow said. “In many cities, the 
restrictions on public events 
meant that families and com-
munities had those rites inter-
rupted, so grieving didn’t take 
place in public but became 
an individual process, which 
had long-term consequenc-
es. Without an opportunity 
to share it with those around 
them, that grief was carried 
around for decades.”

PANDEMIC
FROM PAGE 3B

the final stages of Bright’s 
Disease, a kidney ailment 
that claimed many prominent 
people of the era. Among 
them are former President 
Chester A. Arthur and James 
Sherman, who served as vice 
president to William How-
ard Taft. Woodrow Wilson’s 
first wife, Ellen, also died of 
Bright’s Disease.

He cradled his wife, who 
was semi-conscious, for sev-
eral hours before being called 
to his mother’s room, where 
Martha Roosevelt now lay 
near death. She passed away, 
age 49, at 3 a.m. on Valentine’s 
Day. Theodore Roosevelt 
then returned to his wife’s 
room, where she lingered un-
til her own death at 2 p.m. the 
same day.

A prolific writer who wrote 
dozens of books and articles, 
Roosevelt kept an extensive 
diary, but his entry for that 
day was poignantly brief. He 
simply wrote, “the light has 
gone out of my life.”  

ROOSEVELT
FROM PAGE 3B

Wracked with grief, he 
walked away from his po-
litical career for his new 
venture in the Dakota 
Territory, leaving his baby 
daughter in the care of his 
sister. 

Though he relished his 
time in the West, his prom-
ise was wiped out with the 
loss of much of his herd in 
a blizzard in the winter of 
1885. He returned to New 
York and his political ca-
reer in 1886.

On Dec. 2, 1886, Roos-
evelt married Edith Carow, 
his childhood next-door 
neighbor and romantic in-
terest in adolescence. The 
relationship ended while 
he was at Harvard, and 
she had never married, 
possibly because she never 
got over him.  With Edith, 
Roosevelt had five more 
children.

In the 19 scholarly polls 
that rank American Presi-
dents, Theodore Roosevelt 
ranks in the top 10 – and 
often in the top five – in 
most of them. 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

VATICAN CITY — While the 
newly elected Pope John Paul II stood 
before Catholic cardinals in the Sistine 
Chapel Oct. 16, 1978, half a world 
away in Argentina a middle-aged priest 
named Jorge Mario Bergoglio was fol-
lowing the election on the radio of his 
car.

In that moment began a connection 
between the Polish pontiff and the man 
who later become his successor as Pope 
Francis.

It is this historical moment that 
opens a new book by the Rev. Luigi 
Maria Epicoco, in which the Italian 
priest interviews Francis about his pre-
decessor, finding continuity instead of 
rupture.

The book, “St. John Paul the Great,” 
was released in Italy Feb. 11 in honor 
of the 100th anniversary of the birth of 
St. John Paul II. It is already being trans-
lated into several languages, including 
English.

Francis “recognizes John Paul II to 
be an extraordinary figure of a pope, a 
saint,” Epicoco said in an interview with 
Religion News Service on Tuesday.

John Paul II was the pope who pro-
moted Bergoglio from priest to auxilia-
ry bishop, from archbishop to cardinal, 
allowing him to become eligible — and 
then elected — to the papacy in the 
2013 conclave. In turn, Francis placed 
a halo on Pope John Paul II’s head in 
2014, making him a saint.

The book was the result of an infor-
mal conversation between Epicoco 
and Pope Francis, who had shown in-
terest in the works of the young priest, 
teacher and theologian from the Italian 
Diocese of Aquila. Epicoco's book on 
the importance of fatherhood in con-
temporary society, “Telemachus Wasn’t 
Wrong,” was much appreciated by the 
pontiff, he said.

During a meeting with Francis in 
June 2019, Epicoco voiced his inten-
tion to write a spiritual biography of 
John Paul II and was so taken by Fran-
cis’ personal anecdotes and stories of 
the pope that Epicoco suggested the 
idea of interviewing him on his prede-
cessor.

“We told the story of John Paul II 

through the eyes of Pope Francis,” the 
priest said, adding the book touches on 
many subjects dear to both pontiffs.

Among the topics discussed in the 
text are some of the thorniest facing 
the Catholic Church at this moment. 
These include the ordination of wom-
en, gender theory and the importance 
of priestly celibacy.

The latter has been a particularly 
hot-button issue since the last gath-
ering of bishops, in October, which 
addressed the possibility of ordaining 
tested married men in remote areas 
where there is a shortage of priests.

Since then, the Vatican has made 
concerted efforts to reduce expecta-
tions for any changes in the church’s 
rules about celibacy. Notable figures 
in the Catholic Church, including the 
now retired Pope Benedict XVI, have 
spoken out in defense of celibacy, and 
Pope Francis has told bishops from the 
U.S. visiting Rome that he doesn’t think 
the Holy Spirit is working on that now.

This book, released only one day 
ahead of Francis’ final document result-
ing from the synod of bishops, seems to 
align with rumors the pope has taken a 
step back from the issue.

“I am convinced that celibacy is a 
gift, a grace, and walking along the path 
of Paul VI and then John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI, I feel strongly the need 
to think about celibacy as a decisive 
grace that characterizes the Roman 
Catholic Church,” Francis said in the 
book.

The Argentine pope delivered once 
more a clear no to the ordination of 
women, adding the position John Paul 
II held makes it clear the question is no 
longer under discussion.

Another position on which the pope 
and his predecessor are in agreement 
is gender theory, which was initially 
shut down by John Paul II and then op-
posed by Francis. His opposition stems 
from the belief that gender theory’s at-
tempt to make everyone homogenous, 
neutral is an attack on God, to man and 
to woman.

Making a comparison to the tower of 
Babel in the Bible, which, “eliminated 
diversity to find in this annulment a 
single language, a single form, a single 
people,” Francis warned “this apparent 
uniformity led them to self-destruc-
tion.”

“In gender (theory),” the pope said, 
“one can see how an idea wishes to 
impose itself on reality and it does so 
subtly.”

Epicoco clarified the book was 

written before many of these topics 
emerged in the news and that Francis 
asked to review the text, especially re-
garding gender, many times. He also 
said when Francis discusses gender 
theory, he doesn’t mean sexual ori-
entation, adding the pope said, “The 
church has the duty of accompanying 
homosexuals.”

“If we abolish differences then we 
will remove the most profound and 
true dignity of people,” Epicoco said, 
“and this is diabolical, according to the 
pope.”

A comparison between John Paul 
II and Pope Francis meets resistance 
among some Catholic faithful who be-
lieve the first, known for his conserva-
tive ideology and Curia, is incompati-
ble with Francis’ progressive line on 
society, economy and teaching.

“This juxtaposition is born from 
a secular view of the church, in the 
sense of thinking about the church as 
you would any other reality,” Epicoco 
said, adding that such “sociological and 
political outlooks can capture many 
interesting points, but not the most 
important.”

In the book, Francis tells of how he 
was snubbed by many in Argentina for 
being a conservative because he de-
fended the magisterium of John Paul II. 
This points to a deeper understanding 

See BOOK, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Pope John Paul II greets the archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio — now Pope Francis — at the Vatican 
June 29, 1998. Pope Francis has co-authored a book marking the 100th birthday of Pope John Paul.

POPE SHARES A MOMENT WITH HIS SUCCESSOR

More than a biography
Pope, reverend co-author 
book about St. John Paul 
II’s life and legacy, current 
issues in Catholicism

Special to The Prairie Press

The cover of the new book “San Giovan-
ni Paolo Magno” — St. Pope John the 
Great — was written by Pope Francis 
and the Rev. Luigi Maria Epicoco to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Pope 
John Paul’s birth.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
religionnews.com

(RNS) — White suprem-
acist groups doubled down 
on colleges and universities 
across the country in 2019, 
blanketing campuses and 
off-campus haunts with pro-
paganda, according to a new 
report from the Anti-Defa-
mation League’s Center on 
Extremism.

The report found a total of 
2,713 cases of leafleting on 
and off campus — an average 
of more than seven per day 
nationwide, compared with 
1,214 in 2018. That makes it 
the highest year on record for 
such activity in the United 

States.
But while white suprema-

cist groups are using old-fash-
ioned methods — plastering 
buildings, bulletin boards and 
bridge overhangs with flyers, 
stickers, posters and ban-
ners — their messages are far 
more subtle, the report says.

Instead of overtly targeting 
Jews, Muslims, blacks and 
other ethnic groups, the larg-
est of the white supremacist 
groups are using patriotic slo-
gans such as “Defend Ameri-
ca” superimposed on the U.S. 
flag to veil their messaging.

“These groups are trying 
to use patriotism to appear 
mainstream,” said Carla Hill, 

a senior investigator with the 
ADL’s Center on Extremism. 
“‘Defend America’ sounds 
patriotic but when it’s backed 
by a white supremacist web-
site we want to call it what it 
is.”

Hill said the idea is to ap-
peal to a broader range of 
young people, some of whom 
may not yet embrace white 
supremacist ideals.

The growth in numbers 
and activities has worried law 
enforcement, too.

Last week, FBI Director 
Christopher Wray testified 
before the House Judicia-
ry Committee, saying, “The 
most persistent threats to the 

nation are from homegrown 
violent extremists.”

Wray said the FBI is placing 
the risk of violence from such 
groups on the same footing as 
threats posed to the country 
by foreign terrorist organiza-
tions such as ISIS, the Islamic 
State group.

The ADL report found that 
white supremacists targeted 
a total of 433 campuses in 43 
states and the District of Co-
lumbia in 2019.

While dozens of white 
supremacist groups were ac-
tive, the ADL report said, 90 
percent of the leafleting was 
the work of three groups: the 
Patriot Front, the American 

Identity Movement and the 
New Jersey European Heri-
tage Association.

The groups typically work 
under the cover of dark and 
videotape their actions.

The Texas-based Patriot 
Front was the most active, 
distributing propaganda with 
messages such as “One Na-
tion Against Invasion,” “For 
the Nation Against the State” 
and “America is Not for Sale.”

The most overt anti-Semit-
ic distributions came from 
the Daily Stormer Book Club, 
whose leaflets say all hate 
crimes are hoaxes, the Holo-
caust is fake news and Jews 
molest and push pornogra-

phy on children.
The report suggested that 

America’s Klan movement 
continued its decline in 2019. 
So too did the number of 
white supremacist events and 
demonstrations. There were 
76 “flash demonstrations” in 
2019. Those are not publi-
cized in advance and atten-
dance tends to be spotty.

“They see campuses as 
bastions of liberal thinking 
and they want to take the 
opportunity to inject their 
extreme-right ideology into 
an area where their voice isn’t 
heard,” said Hill. “That’s why 
they go on campus. It’s very 
purposeful.”

Samuel said to the peo-
ple, "…far be it from me 
that I should sin against 
Jehovah in ceasing to pray 

for you." 
(I Samuel 
12:23 
ASV) He 
was saying 
this about 
people 
who had 
rejected 
God.  

This is a 
verse that 
touches 

raw nerves. Later, Jesus 
said to pray for those who 
persecute us in Matthew 
5:44 and those who 
mistreat us in Luke 6:28. 
What was he thinking? 
Pray for them?    

Taking Samuel's words 
as our starting point, we 
are obligated to reference 
everything we know to 
God. I'm not saying I 
always do this every time, 
but I'm learning.  

We don't really want 
to pray for wrongdoers. 
Often, if we pray with 
regard to them at all, it's 
only that they be dealt 
with – severely. Jonah was 
mad because he wanted 
to see Nineveh destroyed 
rather than saved.  

I think there are good 
reasons to pray for people.  
We need to get God's 

viewpoint on wrongdoers, 
and we do so when we 
pray for them.  
They need help, and 

our intercession can open 
the door to that for them.  
Their friends probably 

won't pray for them, but 
somebody has to do it.  
They may need to be 

contained so that others 
are protected from them. 
Prayer is the place to go 
for that.  
We are bigger than 

the wrongs done to us 
and God. God has already 
forgiven us a large debt 
as Jesus pointed out in 
the parable of Matthew 
18:24-27.    

That's the why. Now, 
the what. Here are some 
suggestions for prayer for 
wrongdoers:  
Repentance. They 

did wrong. There can be 
no doubt about it, so they 
only avenue left to forgive-
ness is repentance.    
Guidance. The people 

in Samuel's day had given 
way to "Everybody's doing 
it." They needed to have 
their minds reoriented.  
Light. They need to 

operate out of the truth.    
Life. They don't 

deserve life, but we want 
them to have more than 
mere survival existence.  
Good rule for their 

own lives.  
When we pray for 

someone who has 
wronged us, we show 
that we are like Jesus who 

How 
much like 
Jesus do 
we want 
to be? 

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — Applica-
tions are now being accept-
ed for those considering 
becoming a Providence 
Associate of the Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods, Ind.

“From the earliest days of 
our founding in 1840, Saint 
Mother Theodore and her 
sister companions were to-
tally reliant on the help and 
support of women and men 
who cherished the values 
held dear by the sisters,” said 
Sister Sue Paweski, co-di-
rector of the Providence As-
sociates relationship

Providence Associates 
are women and men of faith, 
ages 18 years and older, who 
share their own unique gifts 
and talents with others 
while serving the mission of 
the Sisters of Providence.

The Providence Associ-
ate relationship of the Sis-
ters of Providence began in 
2007. Currently, there are 
nearly 280 Providence As-
sociates in the United States 
and Taiwan.

“Our Providence As-
sociates are continuing to 
embody our vision as they 
live out love, mercy and 
justice in their daily lives,” 
Sister Sue said. “The sis-
ters and associates together 
make up the Providence 
Community. This commu-
nity is vital to the mission of 
bringing the Gospel values 
and teachings of Jesus to the 
world.

“We are blessed in the 
Providence Associate rela-
tionship with a diversity of 
people of many faith tradi-
tions who find a common 
call to peace and justice in 
our world.”

Accepted applicants 
spend a year meeting one-
on-one on a regular basis 
with a Sister of Providence 
or another Providence As-
sociate companion. During 
the meetings, the candidate 
and their companions learn 
and share about Providence 
Spirituality.

Accepted candidates at-
tend an orientation at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods in Oc-
tober. Following the orien-
tation, the candidate and 
companion usually meet 
once a month for the com-
ing year.

“The sisters are pro-
foundly grateful and hum-
bled by the rich contribu-
tions of faith and love that 
pour from the associate 
relationship,” Sister Sue 
said. “Associates work with 
the sisters not only at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, but 
they are present in parish-
es, nursing homes, schools, 
food pantries and more. 

“Our Providence Com-
munity has blessed the min-
istries of the sisters because 

Providence 
Associates 
invite 
applicants 
to find 
community, 
purpose

See ASSOCIATES, Page 6B
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BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.
ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland 
America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights 
on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, historic Skagway, and magnificent 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and 
see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, 
enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River, and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at 
our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. 
Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOURYOUR
CHOICE!CHOICE!

  

STAY MOVING
This Winter With 

BATTERIESBATTERIES 

Starting at Starting at $$79.9979.99

FREEFREE Battery testing and installation
                       Installation requires purchase

Starting and charging system testing

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Winter HoursWinter Hours
Thursday  11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday & Saturday  11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Closed  Mon, Tues & Wed

of the Catholic Church, be-
yond division and politics, the 
priest said.

“What holds the church to-
gether isn’t the fact that we all 
agree, but a word that many 
have forgotten: communion,” 
he said, where “different parts 
collaborate for the good.”

This doesn’t mean there isn’t 
a difference in style between 
the two popes, Epicoco admit-

ted, in large part due to the very 
different historical context. 
While John Paul addressed the 
ideologies of communism and 
capitalism at the height of the 
Cold War, Francis is faced with 
the challenges of globalization.

John Paul, “had the cour-
age to say that at the center of 
the utilitarian economy there 
must be the human being and 
not profit, which Pope Francis 
considered to be a prophetic 
idea that he tried to bring for-
ward.”

BOOK
FROM PAGE 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
religionnews.com

(RNS) — Muslim and Sikh 
advocacy groups have wel-
comed new guidelines issued 
by the U.S. Air Force last week 
allowing personnel to request 
a waiver to wear religious ap-
parel, including turbans and 
hijabs, and to have unshorn 
hair or beards for religious 
reasons. 

The updated policy, pub-
lished Feb. 8, says beards and 
head coverings must appear 
neat and conservative, but re-
quests can only be denied if the 
policy furthers a compelling 
government interest and is the 
least restrictive way of further-
ing that interest.

Advocates said the revisions 
are a step forward for inclu-
sion, though they ultimately 
promoted policies that would 
not require such waivers or ex-
emptions.

“No Sikh American should 

have to choose between their 
religious beliefs and their ca-
reer ambitions,” said Giselle 
Klapper, an attorney for the 
Sikh Coalition. “Sikhs have 
served honorably and capably 
in the U.S. Armed Forces and 
other militaries around the 
world, and while we are eager 
for a blanket proclamation that 
all observant Sikh Americans 
can serve in every branch of 
the military without seeking 
accommodations, this policy 
clarification is a great step for-
ward towards ensuring equali-
ty of opportunity and religious 
freedom in the Air Force.”

The Sikh Coalition said its 
client, Airman 1st Class Gur-
chetan Singh, became the first 
Sikh American to receive an 
accommodation to serve in 
the Air National Guard. The 
organization requested the ac-
commodation on his behalf in 
April 2019 and it was approved 
by September 2019.

“Their legal assistance means 
that I won’t face discrimination 
as I step up to serve,” Singh 
said. “I’m proud to help clear 
the way for other Sikhs who 
may want to join the U.S. Air 
Force by demonstrating that 
we can serve honorably while 
maintaining our articles of 
faith.”

The updated policy allows 
airmen who receive accommo-
dations to wear beards of any 
length rolled or tied to a max-
imum of 2 inches below the 
chin. Turbans and hijabs must 
be made of a subdued material 
in a color that closely resem-
bles the assigned uniform, and 
designs other than a camou-
flage pattern are prohibited, the 
policy states. 

In 2014, the Pentagon re-
vised its policies to provide 
similar religious accommo-
dation for military personnel, 
and in 2017, the U.S. Army be-
came the first service to allow 

Muslims and Sikhs in uniform 
to wear head coverings and 
beards.

“We support these new 
guidelines as a step toward re-
ligious accommodation and in-
clusion for military personnel 
of all faiths,” Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations rep-
resentative Ibrahim Hooper 
said. “Thousands of American 
Muslims and members of oth-
er minority faiths serve in our 
nation’s military and should be 
able to practice their faith while 
serving.”

In 2018, Staff Sgt. Abdul 
Rahman Gaitan became the 
first Muslim airman to receive 
a beard waiver for religious rea-
sons.

In December, the Air Force 
commissioned its first female 
Muslim chaplain, Saleha Ja-
been. Jabeen was also the first 
female Muslim chaplain can-
didate in the U.S. military gen-
erally.

it furthers the mission of our 
founding sisters.”

Those feeling called to cre-
ate a more just and hope-filled 
world with the Sisters of Prov-
idence may visit Providen-
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prayed "Father, forgive 
them…" Even Jesus knew 
this was something that 
only God could do. Jesus 
didn't change them. He 
prayed for them, and gave 
them to God and left the 
answer up to him.  

God doesn't let them 
end it or have the last word. 
We get to end it and let 
God have the last word. We 
need to give people to God 
instead of festering over 
them. God can do more 
than we can, both with 
them and for us.  

Almost a 1,000 years lat-
er, Peter brought the good 
news to those who had 
nailed Jesus to the cross. 
(Acts 2:23) Like him, we 
need to advocate the exten-
sion of grace to those who 
have wronged grace.

(Pastor Kevin Don 
Levellie serves the Nevins 
Christian Church and is 
the author of “What Does 
Bach Prove?” available on 
Amazon.com or and through 
www.lulu.com. Email him at 
kdlevellie@gmail.com. Pas-
tor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellow-
ship.)

PASTOR
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Air Force allows turbans, hijabs 
and beards as articles of faith

ceAssociates.org or contact 
Sister Sue at 312-909-7492 or 
spaweski@spsmw.org to learn 
more or to request an applica-
tion.

Providence Associates of 
the Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, are women and men 
of faith who choose to have an 
intentional relationship with 
the Sisters of Providence, a 
Congregation of Catholic 

women religious committed 
to effecting positive change 
in the world. Providence As-
sociates commit to sharing 
their own unique gifts and 
talents with others while 
walking with the Sisters of 
Providence. Currently more 
than 200 Providence Asso-
ciates live out Providence 
spirituality in their daily lives 
across the United States and 
in Taiwan.   

CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

Special to The Prairie Press

The Chrisman United Methodist Church celebrated the Chinese New Year Feb. 1, with an authentic 
Chinese meal served to about 120 people. Pastor Jie shared information about Chinese culture 
and the traditional dances performed by 14 dancers from Champaign. The dancers performed 
seven different dances that told stories of East China, Southwest China, North China and Inner 
Mongolia.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

GRACE NOTES

FEB. 17  WINTER BOOK SALE
Book lovers of all kinds are 
invited to check out the Winter 
Used Book Sale, hosted by the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. 
Times are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily Feb. 
14-17, in Providence Spirituality & 
Conference Center. Items are not 
pre-priced, but freewill donations 
will be accepted. Local author Joni 
Wolf will be present 1:30-4 p.m. 
Feb. 16 to sell and sign copies of 
her book, “The Immanuel Quilt.” 
Linden Leaf Gifts will conduct a 
clearance sale during the used 
book sale.  

FEB. 20 MEMORY CAFÉ 
A Memory Café is 2-4 p.m. Feb. 20 
in the Havlik Center of Providence 
Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. 
The event is designed to address 
the isolation and stigma a demen-
tia diagnosis can bring for both the 
person living with dementia and 
their care partners. Gathering with 
others provides support, connect-
edness and community at a time 
when it is most needed. There is 
no cost to attend. Learn more at 
Events.SistersofProvidence.org or 
by calling 812-535-2870 or email 
ecollins@spsmw.org.

FEB. 22  BAKING SOURDOUGH
Learn various bread-baking 

basics, tips and tricks for creating 
and maintaining sourdough 
bread starters 1-5 p.m. Feb. 22, 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
during the White Violet Center 
for Eco-Justice (WVC) Baking 
Sourdough Breads workshop. 
Samples, instructions and starters 
to take home are included as part 
of the workshop. The cost is $45, 
and the registration deadline is 
Feb. 15. Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2932 or emailing 
wvc@spsmw.org.

MAR. 1 FEASTING ON 
FORGIVENESS
Join the Sisters of Providence 
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. (EST), on 
Sunday, March 1, for Sundays 
at the Woods: Feasting on For-
giveness. The retreat experience 
will take place in the Foley Room 
at Providence Spirituality & 
Conference Center. Participants  
will experience a sacred space 
and be given time to reflect on 
forgiveness, a gift from God to 
all people, with facilitator Sister 
Connie Kramer. There is no cost 
to attend, but freewill dona-
tions will be accepted.For more 
information, log on to Events.
SistersofProvidence.org, call 
812-535-2952 or email jfrost@
spsmw.org.
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In the midst of a growing 
public health care emergency 
with the coronavirus and more 
than 15 years after the SARS 
epidemic, an international 
study shows that no country 
is fully prepared to deal with a 
potentially deadly outbreak.

The findings from the Glob-
al Health Security Index, a 
joint venture by the Nuclear 
Threat Initiative and the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Health Se-
curity that released its data in 
October 2019, indicates health 
security is fundamentally weak 
globally.

Overall, only nine of the 
195 countries surveyed were 
described as most prepared for 
rapidly responding to and miti-
gating the spread of an epidem-
ic or pandemic. Those coun-
tries include Brazil, Finland, 
Netherlands, Portugal, South 
Korea, Switzerland, Thailand, 
the United Kingdom and the 

United States. The remaining 
countries were either labeled 
as more prepared or least pre-
pared, with many of the least 
prepared countries located in 
Africa and the Middle East. 
The average country score was 
just 38.4 on a zero to 100-point 
scale.

"The results are alarming: 
All countries – at all income 
levels – have major gaps in 
their capabilities, and they ar-
en't sufficiently investing in 
biological preparedness," said 
Ernest J. Moniz, co-chairper-
son and CEO of the Nuclear 
Threat Initiative, in a written 
statement. "The bottom line is 
that global biological risks are 
growing – in many cases faster 
than health systems, security, 
science and governments can 
keep up." 

The report also found that 
only 11 percent of health sys-
tems show plans to dispense 
medical countermeasures 
during health emergencies 

and fewer than 5 percent of 
surveyed countries show a re-
quirement to test their emer-
gency operations center at least 
annually. 

"It's a problem everywhere," 
said Jennifer Nuzzo, an asso-
ciate professor at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health and co-leader on 
the report. "There are simply 
not enough doctors and nurses 
to manage routine medical de-
mands," let alone a surge from a 
crisis, she said.

The index assigned one of 
three grades – most prepared, 
more prepared and least pre-
pared – to the 195 countries 
based on their ability to han-
dle actions such as exercising 
response plans, emergency 
response operation and risk 
communication. The countries 
were also graded on their over-
all ability to rapidly respond to 
and mitigate the spread of an 
epidemic.

"In part, we base the index 

on transparency," said Jessica 
Bell, a senior program officer 
at the Nuclear Threat Initiative 
and another co-leader of the 
report. "We felt that that was 
really key to building a better 
conversation about prepared-
ness and response."

While most East Asian 
countries were ranked in the 
middle for epidemic response 
and mitigation, two countries 
stood out as being most pre-
pared: Thailand and South 
Korea. Thailand, ranked fifth 
for rapid response capability, 
received the highest possible 
score for all measures except 
for trade and travel restric-
tions and exercising response 
plans.

Nuzzo said Thailand like-
ly scored well because of its 
world-class health programs 
– especially in epidemiology 
– and the close relationship 
between Thailand's health au-
thorities and the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-

vention. Bell agreed, noting 
the country's longstanding 
relationship with the global 
health community.

South Korea, Nuzzo said, 
was tested by the Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS) outbreak in 2015 
and put in hard work since 
then to become a global lead-
er.

The outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus, which originat-
ed in the Chinese city of Wu-
han in December and by Feb. 
10 had sickened more than 
40,000 and claimed more 
than 900 lives makes the index 
relevant today, according to 
the co-authors. 

"I absolutely hate that we 
are seeing some of the find-
ings and lessons in this event," 
Nuzzo said. "Hospitals are 
kind of the weak link in all 
this."

Nuzzo noted that over-ca-
pacity at hospitals and short-
ages of medical supplies make 

crises such as the coronavirus 
outbreak difficult to mitigate. 
And Bell added the impor-
tance of communication is an 
important lesson to learn be-
cause while there were plans 
in place for responding to the 
coronavirus, there is not a lot 
of publicly available data with 
regard to exercising the plans. 

"China has not participated 
in the joint external evalua-
tions,” Bell said.

She added her team is call-
ing attention to the index's 
published data and recom-
mendations in response to 
the outbreak. Nuzzo said the 
study is intended to be longi-
tudinal so that improvement 
can be measured in the future, 
noting that even country in-
come was surprisingly not 
associated with preparedness.

"If we focus entirely on 
gaps, we get into the pessimis-
tic stage." 

However, Nuzzo said, "The 
fact is, nobody is ready." 

Global health security rating weak

ANNUAL LUNCHEON SEES SPIKE IN ATTENDANCE

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

At this year’s Wear Red Lunch, the audience size exceeded that of the past six annual events, as women gathered to hear from 
special guest speaker Mellanie True Hills on saving your own life and preventing heart disease.

BY BETHANNY LAWSON
bethannysbooks@gmail.com

On Friday, Feb. 7, Horizon Health 
held the 7th annual Wear Red Lun-
cheon in observance of American Heart 
Month at the Tingley Reception Center. 
A record number of women came to-
gether, dressed in red for National Red 
Heart day, to enjoy a catered meal and 
listen to a presentation on heart health.

In the past, Horizon Health has held 
this event at HRC, but the number of 
attendees has grown large enough it 
outgrew that event space. This year was 
the first time the luncheon was held at 
the Tingley Reception Center, as well as 
the first time Horizon Health was able 
to host both an afternoon and evening 
program.

It was a year of firsts for the annual 
event, as this year Horizon Health was 
able to fly in a special guest speaker for 
the first time. Usually presentations are 
done by local providers, but guest speak-
er Mellanie True Hills presented at both 
the luncheon and the evening wine, 
cheese and chocolate event.

Cindy Belt worked on booking Hills 
for the event for about a year and Hori-
zon Health staff was excited to have her 
in to speak at this event.

A heart disease survivor, Hills has 
dedicated herself to become a heart 
health expert to help other women pre-
vent the problems she had in her own 
life. She is the award-winning author of 
“A Woman’s Guide to Saving Her Own 
Life: The HEART Program for Health 
and Longevity” (which was handed 
out to attendees at the Wear Red Lun-
cheon), and she recently made an ap-
pearance on the “Dr. Phil Show.” Hills 
has also testified before Congress and 
parliament about heart disease and what 
can be done to combat it.

Prior to working as a heart health ad-
vocate, Hills was an Internet pioneer at 

J.C. Penney Company, Inc. in the 1990s 
and the executive in charge of creating 
and executing Dell’s intranet vision and 
strategy. She was a renowned Internet 
visionary for many years.

A self-declared road warrior, Hills 
said her lifestyle left her overworked and 
overstressed, with no intention of slow-
ing down. 

“When you’re cruising down the in-
formation superhighway you don’t have 
time to listen to your heart,” she said. 
After catching the signs of a heart attack 

and having emergency heart surgery, 
Hills decided to use her second chance 
at life to help others avoid heart disease 
and stroke, which take nearly 3,000 lives 
every day in the U.S.

Hills said women’s heart attack symp-
toms tend to be more subtle than men’s 
and easier to miss. A large part of her 
work is dedicated to helping women 
learn how to listen to their heart, recog-
nize the signs and prevent heart prob-
lems so they don’t have to deal with the 

Wear Red promotes heart health

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

Guest speaker Mellanie True Hills tells the audience her own story of fighting heart 
disease at the 7th annual Wear Red Lunch.

See WEAR RED, Page 8B
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TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– Covered With Love, Inc. 
Diaper Bank is opening a 
new satellite location to 
serve families in the Paris 
and Marshall area.

Beginning in February, 
families struggling with 
a need for diapers may 
contact Mindy Myers to 
schedule appointments 
to receive disposable dia-
pers, wipes and other baby 
hygiene items.  Appoint-
ments meet at the Paris 
Carnegie Public Library. 
Each parent/guardian will 
complete an application 
and must provide two 
forms of identification for 
themselves and one form 
of ID for the child/chil-
dren. Myers can be reached 
at 812-870-2528.

Covered With Love, Inc. 
Diaper Bank is filling a gap 
in child poverty by pro-
viding diapers, disposable 
training pants, wipes and 
baby hygiene products for 
the health and well-being 
of babies and young chil-
dren. 

One in three families 
struggle to provide diapers 
for their children. Diapers 
cannot be purchased with 
SNAP or WIC benefits. 
There is no government 
safety net program that 
provides diapers for babies.

CWL was founded in 
Terre Haute by Angie Fran-
cis in late 2015. Since then 
CWL has provided more 
than 85,000 diapers to fam-
ilies in need throughout 
the Wabash Valley in In-
diana and eastern Illinois. 
CWL is this area’s only 
diaper bank member of 
the National Diaper Bank 
Network.  

More information about 
Covered with Love is avail-
able at www.CoveredWith-
LovInc.org.  

Diaper 
bank 
adds local 
satellite 
operation
New effort serves 
families in Paris 
and Marshall 

It’s all things red in 
February in recognition of 
American Heart Month.

The 
purpose 
of this 
annual ob-
servance 
is to raise 
awareness 
about 
good 
heart 
health and 
to urge 
Ameri-

cans to lower their risk for 
developing heart disease. 
Good advice, considering 
heart disease is the leading 
cause of death for women 
and men.

So, how exactly do we 
lower our risk for heart 
disease? To answer that, 
we must first understand 
what heart disease is.

Heart disease describes 
a variety of conditions af-
fecting the heart. Diseases 
under the heart disease 
umbrella include blood 
vessel diseases (such as 
coronary artery disease), 
heart failure, heart valve 
abnormalities and abnor-
mal heart rhythms.

The term heart dis-
ease is often used inter-
changeably with the term 
cardiovascular disease. 
Cardio refers to the heart 
and vascular refers to all 
the blood vessels in the 
body. Cardiovascular 
disease, therefore, includes 
all the heart diseases, but 
also covers high blood 
pressure and narrowing of 
arteries supplying blood 
to other body parts and 
organs. Plaque that builds 
up in the walls of the 
arteries is to blame for the 
narrowing of arteries, and 
is the underlying cause of 
most heart attacks, strokes 
and peripheral vascular 
disease.

The best way to avoid 
heart disease, and all 
cardiovascular diseases, is 
to make healthy lifestyle 
choices. The American 
Heart Association, which 
says we are never too 

What 
is heart 
disease?

See BEE WELL, Page 8B
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Staying in rhythm is important for a healthy heart. Our 

specialists treat conditions including cardiovascular 

disease, congestive heart failure, and irregular heartbeats. 

From stress tests and Holter monitors to cardiac 

rehab and our Coumadin clinic, Horizon Health has the 

resources you need to ensure more beats and less skips. 

Cardiology at Horizon Health 

Call 217-466-4040 to schedule an appointment, or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE BEATS (LESS SKIPS)

4x8
Horizon
Health

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2016 Ford F-150 XLT

$25,497

 2014 Ford Focus 
Titanium

$9,258

2011 Ford  F-150 Lariat

$19,236

2017 Ford F-350 
King Ranch

$54,986

2012 Ford Explorer 

$11,028

 2013 Ford Taurus  

$12,252

young or too told to take care 
of our hearts, offers these tips:

ADOPT HEALTHY EATING PLAN
A lot of this is common 

sense, but can be challenging 
in daily life for a variety of 
reasons. Make an effort to 
eat foods low in saturated fat 
which are fatty meats, cheese 
and other dairy products, 
trans fat found in baking 
products and fried fast foods 
and sodium in lunchmeat, sa-
vory snacks and yeast breads. 

Do eat plenty of fiber-rich 
whole grains, fish twice per 
week with a preference for 
oily fish like salmon, trout 
and mackerel, nuts, legumes 
and seeds. Select lower fat 
dairy products and skinless 
poultry. Limit sugar-sweet-
ened beverages and red 
meat. Those who do eat meat 
should select the leanest cuts 
possible.

Additionally, the Mayo 
Clinic stresses the impor-
tance of controlling portion 
size and tracking the number 
of servings consumed. It’s 
OK to indulge once in a 
while, though, stating: “A 
candy bar or handful of 
potato chips won't derail 
your heart-healthy diet. 

But don't let it turn into an 
excuse for giving up on your 
healthy-eating plan.”

BE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE
This means get up and 

move. Work up to at least 
150 minutes of moderate-in-
tensity aerobic physical activ-
ity, such as brisk walking, 
every week. Or, perform 75 
minutes of vigorous intensity 
aerobic physical activity, 
such as jogging or running, 
each week. One can also 
combine moderate-intensity 
workouts with vigorous-in-
tensity ones.

Additionally, at least two 
days a week, perform mus-
cle-strengthening activities 
that work all major muscle 
groups (legs, hips, back, ab-
domen, chest shoulders, and 
arms). This can include free 
weights, machines or your 
body resistance exercise.

So, whether we call it heart 
disease or cardiovascular 
disease doesn’t really matter– 
both are bad. The important 
thing is to remember the 
message for American Heart 
Month (and year-round for 
that matter): Be conscious 
of personal heart health and 
lower the risk for heart-re-
lated problems. Simply put, 
be smart about food choices, 
get plenty of exercise, and, 
of course, see a healthcare 
provider routinely.

(Mike Harrison is a PR/
Marketing Associate at 
Horizon Health. Email him at 
mharrison@myhorizonhealth.
org. This column is provided by 
Bee Well of Edgar County.)

BEE WELL
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aftermath. 
“Heart disease is forever,” 

Hills said. “Preventing it is 
better than living with every-
thing that comes with heart 
disease.”

While stress is now known 
to be a risk factor for strokes, 
it was not as widely known 
when Hills had her stroke. 

When it comes to a stroke, 
time lost is brain lost, said 
Hills, so one of a woman’s top 
priorities should be learning 
to manage her stress. 

“Paying attention to your 
body can make such a differ-
ence,” she said.

There is plenty of informa-
tion out there about stress, 
and people talk about what 
they are supposed to do all 
the time. Hills, however, 
thinks health is about more 
than trying to live a stress-free 
life. 

“It’s all about how you look 
at it,” she said. “You need to 
change your attitude about 
stressors. Turn bad stress into 
good stress and the effects 
will be different.” 

Choosing gratitude and 
positivity will help fight off 
the kind of stress that is dam-
aging to health. Hills also 
knows what it’s like to try to 
do everything alone and not 
ask for help. 

“You need to communi-
cate clearly what you need 
so other people can help you 
because they can’t read your 
mind,” she said. “Release con-
trol.”

Hills recommends wom-
en take the time to identify 

stressors in their life, which 
ones contribute to the high-
est levels of stress, and create 
plans to better manage that 
stress. After 21 days of stick-
ing to a stress plan, manage-
ment techniques will become 
habit. 

“We can’t avoid stress,” said 
Hills, “so you need to learn to 
manage it.”

As Albert Einstein said, 
“The clever person solves the 

WEAR RED
FROM PAGE 7B
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Some people just can’t 
seem to get going when they 
first wake up?

According to a group of Aus-
tralian researchers, morning 
malaise may be related to the 
type of alarm a person uses.

Their research indicates 
using a jarring, harsh tone to 
wake up may actually be coun-
terproductive because it can 
leave one feeling groggy.

A more melodic alarm, 
however, may help one feel 
more alert.

WHAT THE STUDY FOUND
The study, published in the 

journal “PLoS One,” involved 
50 people.

Each person was given a 
questionnaire to complete 
anonymously at home.

The respondents were 
asked about the type of sound 
they preferred to wake with, 
how they felt about that sound 
and how alert or groggy they 

felt after waking up.
Lead author Stuart McFar-

lane, a doctoral researcher at 
RMIT University, said his 
team found alarm sounds 
people deemed to be melod-
ic were linked with people 
feeling like they had an easi-
er time becoming awake and 
alert.

McFarlane explained what 
makes a tone be perceived as 
melodic is the presence of at 
least two notes, time and the 
sequence in which the notes 
are sounded in relation to 
each other.

A melody is perceived as 
an articulate entity or musical 
phrase, he said.

An example he gave of a 
melodic alarm tone is the in-
troduction to Madonna’s song 
“Borderline.”

This is in contrast to an 
alarm that repeats a single 
note, like a traditional alarm 
clock, or an alarm that’s tuned 
in to a talk radio station.

McFarlane theorized the 

rise and fall of notes in a more 
melodic alarm helps to focus 
our brain’s attention. 

A more monotonous beep-
ing alarm might raise anxiety 
and promote confusion.

“If we can counteract the 
symptoms of sleep inertia 
by any measure through the 
alarm sounds we use, it would 
be a great benefit to many,” 
McFarlane said.

Sleep inertia is the grog-
giness we tend to feel when 
waking up.

It can temporarily impair 
our ability to think, remember 
and react.

While it normally lasts 
about 30 minutes, it’s some-
times been reported to last as 
long as two to four hours, not-
ed McFarlane.

Research dealing with 
sleep inertia has important 
implications for people like 
emergency responders, air-
line pilots and NASA astro-
nauts, who must be able to 
function well after waking up.

It could also help the av-
erage person who needs to 
wake up quickly and be alert.

With further research, 
McFarlane envisions we 
might be able to design alarm 
sounds that could be utilized 
in a variety of industries and 
for the general public.

At the very least, he says, 
we can create best practice 
guidelines for alarm sound 
design that helps reduce sleep 
inertia.

Jennifer Doering, associate 
dean for academic affairs and 
associate professor, Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
College of Nursing, however, 
cautioned the study has sev-
eral design flaws. 

For example, it involved 
only a small sample of peo-
ple, the authors didn’t screen 
for sleep disorders, and there 
were no controls.

This makes it more difficult 
to draw any conclusions about 
what it really means, she ex-
plained.

TIPS FOR WAKING UP 
REFRESHED

While it’s a bit premature 
to make any firm recommen-
dations regarding alarm tones,   
Timothy I. Morgenthaler, a 
pulmonologist and sleep med-
icine specialist at the Mayo 
Clinic, said there are several 
other things that ctffan ensure 
one is waking up as refreshed 
as possible. 
Get enough sleep. “There 

is no substitute for enough 
sleep,” said Morgenthaler.
Keep a regular sleep and 

wake schedule. Our bodies do 
best with a consistent sched-
ule that’s in sync with our cir-
cadian rhythms.
Avoid alcohol at bedtime. 

Evening alcohol consump-
tion has been associated with 
poor-quality, fragmented sleep.
Be more active during 

the day. Regular exercise can 
improve sleep quality and 
duration. It can also help reg-
ulate the sleep-wake cycle and 
make it easier to fall asleep.

Waking to music is beneficial, study finds

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

Speaker Melanie True Hills takes questions and engages with 
audience members after her presentation at the Wear Red 
Lunch.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Angela Hamilton, nurse 
practitioner 
at Horizon 
Health and 
l o n g - t i m e 
dermatology 
provider in 
the Wabash 
Valley, recent-
ly earned na-

tional certification as a derma-
tology provider.

She has been providing 
dermatology services at Hori-
zon Health’s Paris Clinic since 
2016, having previously prac-
ticed in Terre Haute, Ind., for 
more than 10 years. She has 
earned national certification 
as a Dermatology Certified 
Nurse Practitioner (DCNP) 
by completing a rigorous exam 
through the Dermatology 
Nurse Practitioner Certifica-
tion Board. This specialty certi-
fication means Hamilton meets 
the highest standards of derma-
tologic medicine and possesses 
the skills for optimal patient 
care, according to the certifica-
tion board.

“Obtaining this national cer-
tification further ensures my 

patients that they are receiving 
the best dermatology care avail-
able,” she said.

Hamilton practices derma-
tology at Horizon Health’s Par-
is Clinic with Joy Williams, der-
matology nurse practitioner. 
Together they offer compre-
hensive treatments for diseases 
and conditions affecting the 
skin, hair and nails. Treatments 
are available for acne, eczema, 
psoriasis, shingles, skin tags, 
rashes, skin cancers and much 
more.

She joined Horizon Health 
in 2013 and provides orthope-
dic services in addition to her 
dermatology practice. She has a 
master’s degree and bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from Indiana 
Wesleyan University. She is a 
member of the American Nurs-
es Association, American Acad-
emy of Nurse Practitioners and 
is president-elect of the Derma-
tology Nurses’ Association. She 
lives in Paris with her husband, 
Jim. They have three children: 
David Hamilton, attorney at 
law, Dr. Kacey Hamilton and 
Nick Hamilton.

To make an appointment 
with Hamilton call 217-466-
4716.

Hamilton receives national 
certification in dermatology

HAMILTON

problem. A wise person 
prevents it.” 

If women see anything 
they think might be signs 
of heart problems, they 
should get it checked. 

“Do you think you’re 
not at risk?” asked Hills. 
“So did I. Listen to your 
heart, put yourself first, 
and know the signs to 
make sure you’re still here 
tomorrow.”

YOU NEED TO 
COMMUNICATE  CLEARLY 
WHAT YOU NEED SO OTHER 

PEOPLE CAN HELP YOU 
BECAUSE THEY CAN’T 

READ YOUR MIND. RELEASE 
CONTROL.”
MELANIE TRUE HILLS

AUTHOR, EDUCATOR AND ADVOCATE FOR WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH

REUSE
the news

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Puzzles

Across
1. The winners
 7. A place to relax
10. Monies to pay debts
12. Horse mackerel
13. Type of steroid
14. Make dry
15. The Godfather’s adopted 
son
16. Ivanovic and Gasteyer
17. Horror movie franchise
18. Grab
19. Iranian city
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
22. One’s illicit lover
27. Fake smarts (abbr.)
28. Where Jersey natives 
depart wfrom
33. Doctor
34. Front feet
36. Insurance option
37. Some is “wicked”
38. Type of weaving
39. Religious woman
40. One point east of 
southeast
41. Prestigious literary prize
44. Tiny humans
45. Relish over
48. Computer manufacturer
49. Envelops
50. One type is dippin’
51. Bequeaths

Clues Down
 1. Dice game

 2. Greek goddess of youth
 3. Piers Anthony protagonist
 4. One-thousandth of an 
inch
 5. JFK Library architect
 6. A type of corrosion (abbr.)
 7. Beat up
 8. Political action 
committees
 9. Antidiuretic hormone
10. Of the desert
11. Oblivious of
12. Actress Lathan
14. Musical instrument

17. It’s in a plant
18. One-time special 
prosecutor
20. Indigenous people 
of Brazil
23. Mothers
24. Mongolian desert
25. Great Britain, 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland
26. British air aces
29. A lover to Zeus
30. Frequently
31. Get together again

CROSSWORD

32. Gives a permanent post
35. Sun worshippers love one
36. Ammonia-producing 
process
38. 4th month of the Jewish 
calendar
40. New England river
41. Stores grain
42. Confess openly
43. Quarterbacks do it
44. Not good
45. Witness
46. Author Coulter
47. Type of screen

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

just as important, to show 
our daughters they hold an 
incredible amount of power 
during those middle school 
years — power to lift someone 
up or tear someone down, 
in ways that person will 
remember for years. Maybe a 
lifetime.

Denworth’s work explores 
some of the science behind 
that power. It’s a fascinating 
read for anyone with middle 
schoolers, and may help 
guide some of the parenting 

questions that pop up during 
this age: Should I let her skip 
her brother’s game to hang out 
with friends? Should we invite 
his friend on vacation or insist 
on family-only time? How big 
of a deal is it that she hasn’t 
found a friend group?

“Middle school brings 
the beginnings of puberty 
for some, first crushes for 
many, and a shift from child 
to teenager for all,” Denworth 
writes. “It brings higher levels 
of academics. But if you 
want to know whether your 
child is going to be happy 
or miserable, confident or 

anxious, being a fly on the wall 
at lunch would probably tell 
you a lot.”

Children, she writes, are 
entering a period of maximum 
concern over acceptance, 
rejection and how they’re 
perceived. And friendships 
have real, measurable power to 
be a port in that storm.

Denworth interviewed 
Jaana Juvonen, a 
developmental psychologist at 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles, who researched 
thousands of middle school 
students over three years. 
Juvonen compared middle 

school friendships to the 
attachment relationship 
children initially have with 
their parents.

“Too often educators and 
parents fail to appreciate the 
potential upside of these 
strong ties,” Denworth writes. 
“Teachers often separate 
friends, whose banter can be 
disruptive in the classroom. 
Yet when researchers record 
student conversations during 
class, there is evidence that 
while kids are problem solving 
or working together, students 
collaborate more effectively 
with their friends.”

STEVENS
FROM PAGE 1B

In that vein, “It’s really 
interesting that we as adults 
in the society often regard 
friendships more as a nuisance 
and a distraction rather than 
give them the value that they 
really deserve,” Juvonen told 
Denworth.

Kids who identified them-
selves as friendless — boys 
outnumbered girls in this cate-
gory 2 to 1 — were at a higher 
risk for anxiety, depression and 
low self-esteem. 

“It wasn’t friendlessness 
alone that created problems,” 
Denworth writes, “it was the 
resulting sense of threat.”

Those children know that if 
bullying or other social prob-
lems come their way, they’ll 
have no one to serve as a 
buffer and help them through. 
Friends are a life jacket of 
sorts.

For younger children, 
parents can serve that role. 
Denworth cited a Universi-
ty of Wisconsin study that 
subjected girls ages 7 to 12 
to a series of stress-inducing 
tests and then measured the 
girls’ levels of stress hormones 
such as cortisol, and oxytocin, 
which plays a role in social 
bonding. Then they split the 
girls into three groups: one 
group who received hugs and 
support from their moms after 
the testing, one group who got 
to talk to their moms on the 
phone after the testing, and 
one group who had no contact 
with their moms immediately 
afterward.

“All three groups experi-
enced a rise in cortisol after 
taking the tests, but those who 
interacted with their mothers 
afterward saw a reduction in 

those levels — physical touch 
sped up the process, but voice 
was enough to have an effect,” 
Denworth writes. “Those 
who had no contact with their 
mothers still showed higher 
levels of cortisol one hour after 
the stress test.”

But studies that analyze 
brains of kids ages 11 to 17, 
Denworth reports, show the 
power of a parent’s presence 
starts to fade. Kids need their 
peers to help them feel calm 
and safe.

“It seems logical that when 
parents no longer serve as so-
cial buffers, friends might take 
over, given how important 
friends are to teenagers,” she 
writes. “A 2011 study found 
evidence for exactly that in 11- 
and 12-year-olds. The children 
regularly recorded how they 
felt about themselves and their 
experiences throughout their 
days, and they recorded who 
was with them. Their cortisol 
levels were measured as well. 
Having a best friend present 
during an experience signifi-
cantly buffered any negative 
feelings, lowering cortisol 
levels and boosting a sense of 
self-worth.”

Fascinating stuff. And 
maybe a dose of comfort when 
your kid, who used to want 
nothing more than your undi-
vided attention, suddenly isn’t 
all that interested in squeezing 
you onto the social calendar. 
It’s not just normal; it’s science.

(Join the Heidi Stevens 
Balancing Act Facebook group, 
where she continues the conversa-
tion around her columns and 
hosts occasional live chats. Email 
her at hstevens@chicagotribune.
com.)

LENTIL TACOS WITH 
TANGY GUACAMOLE
Culinary dietitian Marcia Stanley

Tangy Guacamole:
1 medium ripe avocado, pitted, 
peeled and chopped
1 tablespoon orange, lime or 

lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon hot pepper sauce
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 cup plain, fat-free Greek 

yogurt

Lentil Tacos:
2 1/3  cups water 
1 cup dry brown lentils, rinsed 
 and drained
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
2 teaspoons chili  powder
2  cloves garlic, minced
1/2  teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups seeded and chopped 
 tomatoes, divided
1 1/4 cups (5 ounces) shredded 
 cheddar cheese, divided
12  yellow corn taco shells

To make Tangy Guacamole: In 
small bowl, mash avocado, juice, 
hot pepper sauce and garlic. Stir 

in yogurt. Cover and refrigerate 
until serving time.

To make Lentil Tacos: Heat 
oven to 400 F.

In medium saucepan over 
medium-high heat, combine 
water, lentils, onion, chili powder, 
garlic and salt. Bring to boil. 
Reduce heat. Cover and gently 
boil 12-15 minutes, or until lentils 
are just tender. Uncover and boil 
5-15 minutes, or until most liquid 
evaporates.

Remove lentils from heat. Stir 
in 1 cup tomatoes and 3/4 cup 
cheese. Spoon into taco shells. 
Stand filled tacos in 13-by-9-
by-2-inch baking dish. Sprinkle 
tacos with remaining tomatoes 
and cheese. Loosely cover dish 
with foil. Bake 3-5 minutes, or 
until cheese melts.

Stir guacamole. Serve with 
warm tacos.

RECIPES
FROM PAGE 1B

goodness of dairy and plant-
based foods at milkmeans-
more.org.

CREAMY COUSCOUS WITH 
BROCCOLI, 
TOMATOES AND CHEESE
culinary dietitian Marcia Stanley

Ingredients
1/2 cup chopped onion
2 tablespoons butter
3 cups broccoli florets
1  teaspoon minced garlic
1/2 teaspoon pepper
3  cups fat-free, 2% or whole 

milk
1 1/2  cups plain couscous 

(wheat pasta)
1 cup finely shredded Parmesan 

cheese
1 cup (4 ounces) shredded 

cheddar cheese
1 1/2 cups seeded and chopped 

tomatoes
2 tablespoons slivered fresh 

basil leaves
In a large nonstick skillet over 

medium heat, cook onion in but-
ter for 2 minutes. Add broccoli, 
garlic and pepper. Cook and stir 
another 2 minutes.

Stir milk into broccoli 
mixture. Bring to boil. Stir in 
couscous. Remove from heat. 
Cover and let stand 5 minutes.

Gently stir Parmesan cheese 
into couscous mixture. Spread 
on serving platter. Sprinkle with 
cheddar cheese. Top with toma-
toes and fresh basil leaves.
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PUBLIC WORKS SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE
The Village of Kansas is accepting bids for the purchase of 
the 2006 Dodge Durango.

Bid Procedure

Bids will be received by the Village until 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020, at the Village Hall, 202 N Front Street, 
Kansas, IL  61933.  The bids will be opened Wednesday, 
March 4, 2020, during the regular village board meeting.  

Bids will be accepted in a sealed envelope marked “PW 
Surplus Equipment Bid”.  

The Village of Kansas reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids, to waive any informalities in the bid procedure, and 
to accept the bid considered to be in the best interest of 
the Village. 

The vehicle will be sold “as is”.  Items may be inspected 
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday at the 
police station at 102 S Front Street, Kansas, IL.

Winning bidder shall make full payment for equipment 
at time of pick up.  Payment will be received in cash or 
cashier’s check in the Village Hall.  Equipment title and 
keys will be surrendered at that time.

Vehicle Information:
2006 Dodge Durango/White 
5 Passenger Vehicle
Automatic Transmission
4 X 4 (Selectable as FWD or AWD)
4.7 Engine with 157,XXX miles

$3,500.00 minimum bid

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One 
item to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. 
We pay cash!

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

Landscaper
Lift over 50 lbs., must have 
driver’s license and able to work 
in all weather conditions. Send 
resume to Box A, Prairie Press, 
101 N Central, Paris IL 61944

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

Executive Director Position 
available for local Non-Profit 
Agency:
The Marshall Area Youth Network 
(MAYN) is seeking an Executive 
Director.
Duties will include carrying 
out the goals and objectives 
of the organization, increasing 
the knowledge of MAYN’s 
mission and helping to promote 
awareness within the community. 
This position will work with a 
fundraising committee to 
promote, organize and implement 
fundraisers and facilitate all 
youth mentoring and leadership 
programs. The Executive Director 
will be responsible for grant 
management, fundraising, 
workplace giving, annual budget 
reviews, Job Opportunity-
monthly and quarterly 
reviews, measuring program 
outcomes, and overseeing other 
employees and reporting on the 
organization’s results for board of 
directors.
The ideal candidate would be 
someone proficient in Microsoft 
Office, QuickBooks and the 
Marshall Community. It is 
important that candidates are 
comfortable with a fast-paced 
environment that often includes 
multi-tasking, taking initiative, 
having flexibility dynamic 
thinking and easily adapting to 
new circumstances as needed. 
This position is approximately 
20-25 hours each week.
Associate or Bachelor’s Degree in 

Social Work, Child Development, 
Education or related field 
preferred.
Interested applicants send 
resume and cover letter to  
mayn2900@gmail.com 
Deadline is February 24, 2020

The City of Paris is accepting 
applications for a part-time 
Code Enforcement/Building 
Inspector.  Responsibilities 
include building inspection, 
permit review, and enforcing City 
Ordinances.  The successful can-
didate must possess the ability 
to read blue prints and technical 
manuals, mathematical aptitude, 
proficient with computers and be 
familiar with building and safety 
codes.

Applications are available at City 
Hall located at 206 S. Central 
Avenue.

EOE/Drug Free Workplace

Marshall Marathon
105 N Michigan
Marshall, IL
Hiring all shifts and weekends- 
need to be reliable, honest, and 
able to follow directions. Stop in 
and ask to speak to the Manager

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training- over 
40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning 
and Advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

-3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home

gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 217-463-
8800. Leave message. $450.00/
month plus deposit

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom second floor 
apartment. Near downtown 
Marshall, Off street parking.
Available March 1st. Call 
217-822-6103

Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.co

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160083
TO: LARRY SHORT, SHARON 
MOORE, LIEN UNIT ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (5). The Property is 
located at:  Permanent Index 

Number: 09-18-02-432-016, Brief 
Legal Description:  S2 T13 R12 LOT 
8 MASTER IN CHANCERY SD. , 
Certificate Number: 160083. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160008
TO: JAMES T WIGGINS, LIEN 
UNIT ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (2). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 04-19-36-200-001, 
Brief Legal Description:  S36 T 13 
R 11 W 1/2 NE & SE W OF CREEK , 
Certificate Number: 160008. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160025
TO: EDWARD E SALBURY, MARY 
SALBURY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (3). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-176-013, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WM JUNTGENS ADD. , Certificate 
Number: 160025. Said Property 
was sold on 10/26/2017 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes and/
or Special Assessments for the 
year 2016.  The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 6/1/2020. On 
June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160081
TO: SIERRA GANN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed 
on the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (4). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-431-002, Brief 
Legal Description:  S2 T13 R12 
PT LOT 1 THOS POWELL ADD. , 
Certificate Number: 160081. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160121
TO: DUSTIN BOBZIN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (6). The Property is locat-
ed at:  Permanent Index Number: 
15-02-34-228-006, Brief Legal 
Description:  LOT 1 & E 1/2 LOT 
2 BLK 2 S J DOUGLAS 1ST ADD. , 
Certificate Number: 160121. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160123
TO: ANDREW RICHEY, REBECCA 
RICHEY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (7). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-230-011, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 212 & 
213 JOHN METCALFS 2ND ADD , 
Certificate Number: 160123. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 

and/or Special Assessments for 
the year 2016.  The period of re-
demption will expire on 6/1/2020. 
On June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY           PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF DIANA O’BANION, Deceased  
 

No. 2019 P 57

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
DIANA O’BANION.  Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
26, 2019 to LYNN PARIS, 9 SOUTH 
LAKEVIEW, DANVILLE, IL 61832, 
as Independent Administrator 
whose attorney is FRUIN & 
KASH (Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 
N. Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, 61944, or with the 
representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of 
first publication of this Notice, 
or if applicable, within three 
(3) months from the date of 
the mailing or delivery of this 
notice, whichever is later, and 
any claim not filed within the 
applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 
    
LYNN PARIS, 
Independent Administrator
 
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(10)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; CHRISTOPHER 
DUZAN; JESSE JONES; TINA 
JONES; OCCUPANT; MICHAEL 
JONES;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lots Nos. 8 and 9 in Acord and 
Kirchner’s Addition to the Village 
of Kansas, as shown by Plat there-
of in Plat Book 4 page 110 of the 
records of Edgar County, Illinois, in 
Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 08-16-27-
227-005 and 08-16-27-227-006

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(11)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; 
ARROW FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AS ASSIGNEE OF GE MONEY 
BANK; PROSPECT BANK AS 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE U/T/A 
DATED 10/19/01 A/K/A TRUST 
NO. 455-502; OCCUPANT; 
IBUSH MALOVSKI; MAJLINDA 
MALOVSKI; SAVDI MALOVSKI; 
SADEDIN MALOVSKI A/K/A SAM 
MALOVSKI; RABIJE MALOVSKI; 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY; 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 
ILLINOIS; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL-SOUTHERN DISTRICT; 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; 
WILLIAM W. BARNHART, JR.; 
JAYNE A. BARNHART; WILLIAM 
W. BARNHART; HAWKEYE FOOD 
SERVICE DISTRIBUTION INC.; 
HAWKEYE FUND SERVICE 
DISTRIBUTION INC.; THOMS-
PROESTLER COMPANY LLC;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

PART OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 14 

NORTH, RANGE 12 WEST OF 
THE 2ND P.M., EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 25; THENCE 
NORTHERLY ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 25 FOR 
663.2 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 09 
MINUTES 40 SECONDS TO THE 
RIGHT EASTERLY FOR 517 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 
09 MINUTES 40 SECONDS TO 
THE RIGHT SOUTHERLY FOR 
582.54 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
31 DEGREES 00 MINUTES 
20 SECONDS TO THE LEFT 
SOUTHEASTERLY FOR 29.02 
FEET; THENCE DEFLECT FOR 
58 DEGREES 31 MINUTES 23 
SECONDS TO THE LEFT EASTERLY 
FOR 250 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
90 DEGREES TO THE RIGHT 
SOUTHERLY FOR 50 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 
TO THE RIGHT WESTERLY 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 25 FOE 782 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 8.146 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, ACCORDING TO PLAT 
OF SURVEY MADE ON JULY 20, 
1983, BY CHARLES J. BECHER, 
ILLINOIS REGISTERED LAND 
SURVEYOR NO. 1957.
Property Index Number 
09-13-25-100-013

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(12)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALISAN RANEY; 
DAVID WAYNE HENDERSON; 
OCCUPANT; DIANE FANCHER; 
JASON HENDERSON; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF DIANE 
FANCHER;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

All that part of part of Lot No. 1 
of the County Clerk’s Subdivision 
of the West Half of the Northeast 
Quarter and of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 36, in Township 
14 North and in Range 12 West of 
the 2nd P.M. lying South of the 
diversion channel of the Paris 
Water Works, being 6.47 acres, 
more or less, as shown by the plat 

of said Subdivision in Plat Book 2, 
Page 21 of the Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois, and being a part 
of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of said Section 
36.

Subject to a life estate for the life 
of Diane Fancher in and to the res-
idence situated upon the premis-
es, including existing yard and 
an easement for ingress, egress 
and utilities.  Diane Fancher’s life 
estate shall be residence, yard 
and easement only and shall not 
include other portions of the 
premises.
Property Index Number 
09-13-36-200-036

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(13)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, 
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK; LYNN 
JACKSON; SUSAN J. MAGER; 
OCCUPANT; KERMIN TINKHAM; 
KENNETH QUINN, JR.; GEOFFREY 
SWINFORD; RICHARD MARTINEZ; 
SIDNEY LITTLE; DAULTON PARDI;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

TRACT I:  The East 50 feet of even 
width of Lot No. 19 in M.M. Dill’s 
Second or Woodland Addition 
to the Town, now City of Paris, in 
Edgar County, Illinois.

AND

TRACT II:  A part of Out Lot No. 4 
to the City of Paris, described as 
beginning at a point in the North 
line of said Out Lot, 469 feet East 
of the Northwest Corner thereof, 
thence South 338 feet to the 
North line of Blackburn Street 
in said City, thence East with the 
North Line of Blackburn Street to 
the Southwest Corner of Out Lot 
No. 3 in said City, thence North 
with the West line of said Out Lot 
No. 3 to the Northwest Corner 
thereof, thence East with the 
North line of said Out Lot No. 3 to 
the East line of said Out Lot No. 4, 
thence North 14 rods and 18 links 
to the North line of said Out Lot 
No. 4, thence West 560 feet, more 
or less, to the place of beginning, 
EXCEPT for that part of Out Lot 
No. 4 described in the following 
tract:

Beginning at a point 20 rods 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN.

DOWNSIZING! (PART 3)
*DATES AND TIMES COMING SOON!*

Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
BIDDING OPEN NOW!

Bidding Begins To Close: Wed. Feb. 26th @ 4pm IL Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!

Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!” 

Part-Time Delivery Driver Part-Time Delivery Driver 
Wanted for the Wanted for the 

• Must Lift 50lbs
• Have a valid driver’s license
• Have a clean driving record

• CDL not required

This is an overnight position, 1:30 a.m. - 10 a.m., 
every Saturday

Must be available for training immediately
No phone calls

Email resume to nzeman@prairie press.net
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West of the Southeast Corner 

of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 
36, Township 14 North, Range 12 
West of the 2nd P.M., thence West 
on the South lines of Out Lot No. 
3 and Out Lot No. 4 to the City 
of Paris, a distance of 420 feet, 
thence North parallel with the East 
lines of said Out Lots Nos. 3 and 4, 
a distance of 150 feet, thence East 
420 feet to a point on the East line 
of Out Lot No. 4, 150 feet North 
of the place of beginning, thence 
South to the place of beginning; 
AND EXCEPT for that real estate 
described as:  Beginning on the 
Northwest Corner of Lot No. 6 
of James Findley’s Subdivision 
of Out Lot 3 and part of Out Lot 
4 in the City of Paris, IL; thence 
North 190 feet to the North line 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, 
IL; thence East on said North line 
for a distance of 70 feet; thence 
South for a distance of 190 feet to 
the Northeast Corner of Lot No. 6 
in James Findley’s Subdivision of 
Out Lot 3 and part of Out Lot 4 in 
the City of Paris, IL; thence West 
70 feet to the place of beginning, 
all in the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, 
Township 14 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd P.M.; ALSO EXCEPT 
beginning at the Northeast 
Corner of Lot 5 of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and a part 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, IL; 
thence North 190 feet to the North 
line of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, 
IL; thence West along the North 
line of Out Lot 4 for a distance of 
70 feet; thence South for a dis-
tance of 190 feet to the Northwest 
Corner of Lot 5 of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and a 
part of Out Lot 4; thence East 70 
feet to the place of beginning, all 
in the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, 
Township 14 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd P.M.; Edgar County, IL; 
including an easement of access 
10 feet in width along and parallel 
with the North line of James 
Findley’s Subdivision of Out Lot 3 

and a part of Out Lot 4 in the City 
of Paris, IL, as shown by plat of 
said Subdivision of record at Plat 
Book 4, Page 89 of the Records 
of Edgar County, IL, and thence 
South parallel with the West line of 
said Subdivision to Blackburn St., 
Paris, IL in Edgar County.

Property Index Number 09-13-36-
406-013 and 09-13-36-407-006

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(14)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; FARMERS 
HOME ADMINISTRATION; 
HERSHEL R. KESSLER; MARY L. 
KESSLER; OCCUPANT; USDA;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lot No. 63 in Westview Second 
Addition to the City of Paris, as 
shown by Plat of said Addition 
recorded March 3, 1977, in Plat 
Book 4, Page 184 of the Records 
of Edgar County, Illinois; situated 
in Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-405-024

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 

estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(15)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALLENCIA 
BAPP; NICHOLAS A. WILLIAMS; 
IVAN L.B. WILLIAMS; ZACHARY 
I. WILLIAMS; GEORGENA 
WILLIAMS; OCCUPANT; KANDICE 
BAPP; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
DEVISEES OF GEORGENA 
WILLIAMS;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property:

Lot No. 11 and the East 50 feet of 
even width of Lot No. 12 in Jacob 
H. Taflinger’s First Addition to the 
City of Paris.  In Edgar County, 
Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-477-005

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire June 1, 2020.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney 
for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

2020
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF 

DIRECTORS
To All Owners And Occupiers 
Of Lands Lying Within The 
Boundaries Of The Edgar County 
Soil And Water Conservation 
District:

Notice is hereby given that an 
Election will be held on the 25th 
of day of February, 2020 at 6:30 
a.m. until 5:30 p.m., at the USDA 
BUILDING, 11757 IL HIGHWAY 
1, PARIS, ILLINOIS. Three (3) 
Directors will be elected to serve 
the Edgar County Soil and Water 
Conservation District of the State 
of Illinois.

All persons, firms or corporations 
who hold legal title or are in legal 
possession of any land lying within 
the boundaries of the said district 
are eligible to vote at said election, 
whether as lessee, renter, tenant or 
otherwise. Only such persons, firms 
or corporations are eligible to vote.

William Guyer

Chairman Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District

DATE: 7th day of January, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 
FILED 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
H. K., a Minor 
A. J., a Minor 
J. K., a Minor 
2017-JA-2 2017-JA-4 2017-JA-5 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
 
To: 
Kacie Krabcl, Respondent Mother, 
believed to be Deceased; Stephen 
Jones, Respondent Father, 204 
Mack Street, Georgetown, IL 
61846 Any or All Unknown Fathers 
Take notice that on the 1st day of 
May, 2017, Petitions for Neglect 
were filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act by the Edgar County 

State’s Attorney, in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois entitled: In the Interest 
of H.K., 17-JA-2, In the Interest of 
A.J., 17-JA-4, and In the Interest 
of J.K., 17-JA-5. Further, Petitions 
for Termination of Parental Rights 
were filed in the same matters 
on the 24th day of Scptember, 
2019 and that in the courtroom 
of Judge Matthew Sullivan, 
Courtroom #1, Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street 
Paris, Illinois, on the 25th day of 
February, 2020, at the hour of 1:30 
pm, or as soon thereafter as this 
case may be heard, a hearing on 
the Petitions for Termination of 
Parental Rights will be held. 

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition in 
this action or otherwise file your 
appearance herein in the hearing 
on said date and at said hour and 
show cause against the Petition, 
the allegations of the Petition may 
stand admitted against you and 
an Order or Judgment by Default 
may be entered against you for 
the relief asked in the Petition 

You must also know that upon ser-
vice of this Notice by Publication, 
you will not be entitled to further 
written or publication notice of 
proceedings in this case, except 
as required by Supreme Court 
Rule 11, which provides that notice 
is to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a party 
or to a party’s address of record 
with the court, when he is not 
represented by an attorney. 

Dated this 6th day of February, 
2020. 

Angela  R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

NOTICE OF BID

Sealed bids will be received 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department, 12637 E. 950th Rd., 
Paris, IL 61944, until 10 AM on 
February 27, 2020 and at that time 
publicly opened and read for fur-
nishing and delivery of diesel fuel 
and unleaded gas for the period 
March 1, 2020 thru February 28, 

2021.

Bidding Form, Term & Conditions 
can be obtained at the Edgar 
County Highway Department from 
the Operations Manager, Mr. Dick 
Mohon at (217)465-4139 or online 
at www.edgarcoutyhighway.org.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE 

In the matter of the Estate of 
VIRGIL O. FOX, JR., deceased 

No. 2020-P-5 

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
VIRGIL O. FOX, JR. of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 10, 2020, 
to GERALD L. FOX, 3348 E. Carol 
Avenue, Terre Haute, Indiana 
47805, as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, P.C., 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944. 
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before August 17, 
2020, and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed. 

DATED this 15th day of February, 
2020. 

GERALD L. FOX, Independent 

Executor of the Estate of VIRGIL O. 
FOX, JR., deceased 

Drew P. Griffin JONES & GRIFFIN
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 110 E. 
Washington, P.O. Box 8 Paris, IL 
61944 Tele: (217) 465-7525 Fax: 
(217) 466-2230 E-mail: drew@
jonesgriffinlaw.com

NOTICE OF BID

Paris Union School District No. 95 
is accepting bids for tennis courts 
and a basketball court. Please call 
217-264-0835 for specifications. 
The bid opening will take place 
at noon on March 2 at 300 East 

Wood Street, Paris, IL 61944

TRUCKLOAD SAVINGS!
NO CLUB TO JOIN - NO FEES TO PAY - JUST THE LOWEST PRICES!

HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

SHOP 1,000s OF GROCERY ITEMS IN-STORE   
OR AT HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH/Grocery

3/99¢
Canned Cut Green Beans
•	14.5	oz.		574-9544

Sale 

3-Pack Cugino's® Soup Mix
•	 	Includes	a	full	bag	of	french	onion,	chicken	noodle		

and	cheddar	broccoli	soup	mixes		574-6173

Sale 699
each

Sale 499
each 

Parm Crisps® 
Oven-Baked 
Cheese Snacks
•	 Assorted	flavors	 
	 -	5	oz.		574-6164

Sale 599
each

32-Pack	Frosted	 
Pop-Tarts™  
Variety	Pack
•	Brown	Sugar	Cinnamon		
	 and	Strawberry	flavors			
	 574-6157

Sale 
2/$3

Cookie	Pop™  
or	Candy	Pop™  
Popcorn
•	Assorted	flavors		
	 -	5.25	oz.		574-3054

Sale 399
each

15-Pack	La	Croix® 
Sparkling	Water
•	 	Assorted	flavors	-	12	oz.	cans			

573-9411,	9413,	9414,	9416

Deposit	required	in	IA	&	MI. 

Prices	Good	February 9 – February 22, 2020. 

Some	grocery	products	not	available	at	some	locations.	Visit		 	 																																				for	availability./StoreLocator

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Redistricting reform gets bipartisan push
BY REBECCA ANZEL & BEN ORNER
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com
borner@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A bipar-
tisan coalition of Illinois law-
makers and advocacy groups 
announced an effort in both 
chambers Thursday, Feb. 13, to 
overhaul the way state’s legisla-
tive districts are drawn. 

Legislators from Chicago, 
its suburbs and downstate are 
backing a state constitutional 
amendment — twin measures 
in the Senate and House — 
shifting district mapmaking 
power from politicians to a 
17-person commission whose 
members would be representa-
tive of state demographics.

In three news events across 
Illinois on Thursday, backers of 
the plan said the measure they 
call the “Fair Maps Amend-
ment,” more than any of the 
other redistricting reform 
proposals, is “comprehensive,” 
“equitable, transparent, repre-
sentative, and provides mean-
ingful participation.”

The amendment is backed 
by the same group that at-
tempted to reform the redis-
tricting process in the past 
three elections, CHANGE 
Illinois — the Coalition for 
Honest and New Government 
Ethics. 

“As a sprawling federal cor-
ruption investigation continues, 
we should start to end corrup-
tion by ending gerrymandering 
where it begins when maps are 
drawn,” Madeleine Doubek, the 
group’s executive director, said. 

“Politicians picking their voters 
clearly is the epitome of a con-
flict of interest.”

Hawthorn Woods Republi-
can Sen. Dan McConchie, who 
spoke at a news conference in 
Chicago, said “this is the place 
we need to start” to “root out 
corruption” in Illinois.  

The current process favors 
the General Assembly’s ma-
jority party, said Sen. Melinda 
Bush, a majority party Grays-
lake Democrat and lead spon-
sor in her chamber. 

Currently, the Legislature is 
responsible for drawing Illinois’ 
legislative and congressional 
maps, with a party holding both 
chambers – like the Democrats 
currently do – having outsized 
control. Maps are drawn after 
the U.S. Census every decade, 
and the Illinois Constitution re-
quires districts to be “compact, 
contiguous and substantially 
equal in population.”

If lawmakers do not agree 
on maps, a group is formed 
with four legislators from each 
party and a ninth that is chosen 
randomly by the secretary of 
state from two candidates put 
forward by the state Supreme 
Court. That backup scenario is 
unlikely with the current make-
up of the Legislature, however, 
as Democrats have superma-
jorities in both chambers.

Under the coalition’s pro-
posal, 17 commission mem-
bers would be appointed by 
the Illinois Supreme Court — 
seven registered Democrats, 
seven registered Republicans 

and three with different or no 
party affiliation. Each congres-
sional district can have only 
one commissioner.

Members of the public 
would be able to comment on 
any commission proposal, and 
could submit their own district 
maps. The commission would 
have to look at all submissions.

Doubek said this proposal is 
a revised version of an amend-
ment submitted by CHANGE 
Illinois over the past two years, 
and “does a lot to improve 
equity, transparency and ac-
countability.”

The current amendment 
includes prisoners in popula-
tion counts and redefines the 
requirements about who can 
serve on the commission. 

People ineligible for the 
commission include: lobby-
ists; persons appointed, run-
ning for or elected to a position 
with the state, federal, or local 
government; a paid consultant 
or campaign representative of a 
political candidate or political 
action committee; an individ-
ual with an ownership interest 
in an entity with a state, local or 
federal contract; and appoint-
ed or elected officials of a polit-
ical party.

Persons must not have held 
those positions in the past five 
years, and people working for 
them and their immediate fam-
ilies are ineligible as well. 

The resolutions also attempt 
to ensure minority communi-
ties are able to elect a candidate 
of their choosing.

“If there is a neighborhood 
or community that has a strong 
minority base but maybe not 
enough to control the outcome 
of the election,” Doubek said, 
“they need to be kept together 
so they can have as much influ-
ence as possible on choosing 
who represents them.”
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‘Frozen Jr.’ is avalanche of fun

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Principal players in the Crestwood school production of “Disney Frozen Jr.” are, left to right, Piper Mitchell, Madison Huffman, 
Addison Martin, Wyatt Parrish and Aiden Creech.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hallie Brinkerhoff, left, and Brynn Ogle, right, are the child 
versions of princesses Anna and Elsa in the Crestwood school 
production of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood school performance of “Disney Frozen Jr.” fea-
tures several full cast production numbers.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paige Wilson, Cate Kirby and Kilee Edwards, left to right, participate in one of the production 
numbers in “Disney Frozen Jr.” being performed by Crestwood students.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Copper Keys is the Bishop of Arendelle for the Crestwood 
school production of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Piper Mitchell does an outstanding job with comic relief as Olaf, 
the Snowman, in the Crestwood school production of “Disney 
Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

It is love at first sight for Princess Anna with royal Hans, who 
has ulterior motives for courting the princess. Crestwood 
students are performing “Disney Frozen Jr.” and Addison Martin, 
left, plays Anna against Gaige Burks’ Hans character.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Wyatt Parrish, left, as Kristoff, the Ice Harvester, and Aiden 
Creech, right, as his reindeer buddy, Sven, are the unlikely he-
roes of “Disney’s Frozen Jr.” Crestwood students are performing 
the play this weekend at the Paris Center of Fine Arts.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This scene from “Disney Frozen Jr.” by Crestwood students 
shows the reluctant Princess Elsa’s coronation as Queen of 
Arendelle. Madison Huffman plays Elsa.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Aubree Leader plays Queen Iduna in Crestwood school’s perfor-
mance of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Summer is a longed for season in the frozen kingdom of Arandelle. Hannah Riggs, left, and Graci 
Watson, perform as part of the chorus in the Crestwood school production of “Disney Frozen Jr.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sisters Anna, left, and Elsa, right, are kept separated for years 
to protect Anna from Elsa’s magical control over cold. They can 
only communicate through a closed door, and stage lighting 
reflects their different lives with with warm red light on Anna 
and cold blue light on Elsa. Paedyn Keys plays Anna and Kailey 
Pine plays Elsa. Students at Crestwood school are performing 
“Disney Frozen Jr.” at 7 p.m. today, Feb. 15 and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 16.
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